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CHAP. I. 
Of the Nature of TEMPTATION. 


9 
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Watch and. pray that you enter not into 


HESE Words of our Saviour are re- 
T {F peated with very little Alteration in 
three Evangeliſts ; only whereas Mar- 
Reco HP thew and Work have recorded them 
_ © as above written, Lutte reporteth them 
thus; - &iſe and pray that you enter not into Nm 
| | tation, 
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tation; ſo that the whole of his Caution Teems to 
have been; Ariſe, watch and pray, that you en- 
ter not into Temptation. a 


SOLOMON tells us of ſome, that lie down on tbe 
Top of a Maſt in the Midft of the Sea, Prov. xxiii. 
$- Men overborn by Security.in'the Mouth of 
| _ Deſtruction. If ever poor Souls lay down on the 
= Top of a Maſt in the Midſt of the Sea, theſe 
| Diſciples with our Saviour in the Garden did fo. 

Their Maſter at a little Diſtance from them, was 

offering up Prayers and Supplications with ſtrong i 

Cries and Tears, being then taking into his Hand, 
and beginning to taſte that Cup that was filled 

with the Curſe and Wrath due to their Sins. The 
ews armed for his, and their Deſtruction, being | 
but a little more diſtant from them, on the other 
Hand. Our Saviour bad a little before N ö 
them, That that Night He ſhould be betrayed, 
and delivered up to be ſlain; they ſaw that He was | 
ſorrowful, and very heavy. Nay, He told them 


plainly, That his Soul was exceeding ſorrowful, even 
N unte Death ; and therefore entreated. them to. tar- 
=. ry, and watch with Him, now He was dying, 
and that for them. In this Condition, leaving | 
them but a little Space like Men forſaken of 

all Love towards Him, or Care of themſelves, 

they fall faſt aſleep. Peter being one of them, 

who, but a little before, had with ſo much Conh- 

dence affirm'd, That tho” all Men forſook Him, 

= he never would; our Saviour expoſtulates the 

atter in particular with him, ver. 10. He ſaith 

unto Peter, could you not, watch with Me one Hour? 

As if He ſhould have ſaid, Art thou he, Peter, 

who but now boaſtedſt of thy Reſolution, neyer 

to forſake Me? Is it likely that thou ſhouldſt hold 

out therein, when thou canſt not watch with Me 


ane Hour! Is this thy Dying for Me; to be dead | 
\ T Pos 


*. 


Nature and Power of it. 99 


in Security, when I am ping for thee? And in 
deed it was an amazin ing, that Peter ſhould 

make fo high a Promiſ — be immediately ſo 
careleſs in the Purſuit of it; but that we find the 
Root of the ſame Treachery in our own Hearts, 

and ſee the Fruit of it brought forth every Day: 
'The moſt noble Engagements — 

ly ending in —— N egligence. 


lx this Eſtate our 3 admomniſhes ch of 
the Condition, their Weakneſs, their Danger, and 
ſtirs them up to a Prevention of that Ruin, which 

lay at the Door; faith He, Ars/e, ann and 

pray. — 
114 not inſiſt on the Particular all at 
here by our Saviour, in this Caution to them that 


were then preſent with Him, the great Tempta- 
tion that was coming on them, from the Scandal 
of the Croſs, was doubtleſs in his Eye; but T 


ſhall confider the W containing a general 
— Dice o rt rot 


all Generations. | 
Trax are three Things in the Words, 


Fier, The | Evil cautioned ES Temps 
tation. 


' SecondLy, The Means of its Prevalencys 
by our entering into it. 


Tanspnr, The Way: of preventing it warch 
and pray. 


TEMPTATION | in its ſpecial Nature, as it he 
notes any Evil, is confider'd, either actviely, as 


and 


wow, to Evil, or palfively, 3 as it hath 6 hal 


& 


no Tur rarton, the 


and Suffering in it; ſo Temptation is taken tor | 
Affliction, Fer, i. 2. For in that Senſe, we are 
to count it all Foy when we fall into Temptation; in 


the othess yuy_ we enter not into it. :- A 
; Acam, afivel conſidered, it either denotes, 2 
a Deſign for the re about the ſpecial End 
of 9 namely, a leading into Evil; ſo 
it is ſaid, that Gop tempts no Man, Jam. i. 13. 
Or the general Nature, and End of Temptation, 
which i is Trial; ſo Gop tempted Abraham. E 


— are not the Temptations of Gop, that 
are here intended: And therefore I ſhall ſet theſe 
apart from our preſent Conſideration, that is, Temp- 
tation in its ſpecial Nature, as it denotes an active 
3 towards Sinning, that I intend. E 


Ix this Senſe, Temptation may proceed either 
Aingly from Satan, or the World, or other Men in 
the World, or from ourſelves, or jointly from all, 
or ſome of them, in their ſeveral Combinations. 


fon SATAN tempts ſometimes ſingly by him- 
ſelf, without taking Advantage from the World, 
the Things or Perſons of it, or ourſelves. So 
he deals in his Injection of blaſphemous Thoughts, 
which is his = Work alone. For Nature will 
contribute nothing thereunto, nor any Thing that 
is in the World, nor any Man of the World. 
Herein Satan is alone in the Sin, and ſhall be ſo 
in the Puniſhment. Theſe ay Darts are pre- 
pared in the Forge of his own alice, and ſhall I ir 
with all their Poiſon, be turned into his own f. 
Heart forever. Nee 


— 


—— 


elf 1 he e Uſe of the World, 


joins Forces _— us, ny 1 * | 
Mo omy 


# 
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from within. So he tempted our Saviour, by 
ſhewing Him the Kingdoms of the World, and the 
Glory of them. And the Variety of the Aſſiſt- 
ances he finds from the World, in Perſons and 
Things, the innumerable Inſtruments he takes 
from thence, are inexpreſſible. 


k [3:] SOMETIMES he takes in Aſſiſtance from 
= ourſelves alſo. It is not with us, as it was with 
Cbriſt, when Satan came to tempt Him, He de- 
clares, that He had Nothing in Him. It is other- 
= wiſe with us: He hath, for the Compaſling of 
=X moſt of his Ends, a fire Party within our o. n 
Breaſts. But the Principles, Ways and Means 


of Temptations, the Kinds, Degrees, Efficacy 


and Cauſes of them, are inexpreſſibly large, and 
various, the Circumſtances of them from Provi- 
dence, Nature, Conditions, ſpiritual and natu- 
ral, with the particular Caſes thence arifing, innu- 
merable. I ſhall content myſelf to give a eB 


tion of the general Nature of that which \ we are 


to watch againſt. 


TEMPTATION then in general, is any Thing 
or Condition, that upon any*Account whatever, 
hath a Force or Efficacy to draw the Mind and 
Heart from its Obedience into any Sin. | 


Is particular, that is a Temptation to any Man, 
which occaſions him to fin, or in any Thing to 
go off from his Duty, either by bringing Evil 
into his Heart, or drawing out that Evil, that is 
in his Heart, or any other Way, diverting him 
from Communion with Gon, and that conſtant, 
equal, univerſal Obedience, in Matter, r 
ner, tha: is ___ of him. | 


a 
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 Havine ſhewed what Temptation is, I come. 


Secondly, To manifeſt what it is to enter into 


Temptation. 
1. Tuns is not merel to be tempted: It is im- 


poſſible that we ſhould: be fo freed, as not to be 


at all tempted. Whilſt Satan continues in his 


Power and Malice, whilſt the World and Luſt 


are in Being, we ſhall be tempted: Chriſt, 12 
one, was made like unto us, that He might 

tempted; and we are tempted that we may be 
made like unto Chrift: Temptation in general is 
comprehenſive of our whole Warfare; as our Sa- 
viour calls the Time of his Miniſtry, the Time of 
his Temptation, Luke xxii. 2z. Woe have no 
Promiſe that we ſhall not be tempted at all, nor 
are to pray for an abſolute Freedom from Temp- 


tations, becauſe we have no Promiſe of being 


heard therein, The Direction we have for our 
Prayers, is, Lead us not ints Temptation, Matt. vi. 
9. it is entering into Temptation, that we are to 
pray againſt: We may be tempted, yet not enter 
into Temptation. So that, 


2. SOMETHING more is intended by this Ex- 
preſſion, than the ordinary Work of Satan, and 


our own Luſts, which will be ſure to tempt us 


every Day. There is ſomething ſignal in this 
entering into Temptation: It is ſomething that 
befalls us peculiarly in Reference to Seduction to 
Sin, on one Account or other, by Way of Allure- 
ment, or Affright. 155 


3. Iv is not to be conquered by a Temptation; 


to fall down under it; to commit the Sin that we 
are tempted to, A Man may enter into Tempta- 
tion, and * not fall into Temptation. Gop can 
make a Way for a Man to eſcape, He can _ 


a 


% Ws as 


ho hy hn > © — as 


@. 42 
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W the Snare, tread down Satan, and make the Soul 
more than Conqueror, tho' it have entered into 
Temptation: Chriſt entered into it, but was not 
in the leaſt foiled by it. But, 47 


4. Ir is as the Apoſtle expreſſeth it. 1 Tim. vi. 
9. To fall into Temptation; as a Man falls into a 
Pit, or a deep Place, where are Gins, and Snares, 
wherewith he is entangled, the Man is not preſent- 
ly killed, and deſtroyed, but he is entangled and 
detained, he knows not how to get free. So it is 
= expreſſed again to the ſame Purpoſe, 1 Cor. x. 13. 
No Temptation hath taken you To be taken by 
Ja Temptation, is to be entangled with it, held in 
its Cords, not finding at preſent a Way to Eſcape. 

& T hence ſaith Peter, 2 Ep. ii. 9. The Lox D know- 
eth how to deliver the Godly out of Temptations: They 
are entangled with them, Go knows how to de- 
liver them out of them. When we ſuffer a Temp- 
tation to enter into us, then we enter into Temp- 
tation: Whilſt it Knocks at the Door, we are at 

Liberty ; but when any Temptation comes in, and 
parlies with the Heart, reaſons with the Mind, al- 
lures the AﬀeCtions, we enter into Temptation. 


8 then, to our entering into Temptation is re- 
quired, . 0% 51 


(1.) Tr AT on ſome Occaſion, Satan be more 
earneſt than ordinary in his Sollicitations to Sin, by 
himſelf or others; or that ſome Luſt or Corruption 
by his Inſtigation, and Advantages of outward Ob- 
jects provoking, as in Proſperity, or terrifying, as 
in eren do tumultuate more than ordinary 
within us. F508 (AL e 


 2:):3Þ HAT the Heart be ſo far entangled with 
it, as to be put to Diſpute in its own Defence, and 


Vol. XVIII. B yet 


= Of — the 


yet not be able wholly to caſt out the Poiſon, char 
which hath been injected. And this uſually fall: 
out in one of theſe two Seaſons: 


[r.] Wax Satan by the Permiſſion of Goo, i 
Hath got ſome peculiar Advantage againſt — Sul. 1 


. | fag Wren a Man's Srruptiogs meet — pe- 
<uliar provoking Objects, through the Condicon 
of Life he is in, with the Circumſtances of it. 


In this State of Things, a Man is entered. into 2 
Temptation; and this is called the Howr of T. . 
tation, Rev. iii. 10. The Seaſon wherein it grows 
to a Head; the Diſcovery whereof will give farther 
Light into the preſent Enquiry ; for when the Hour 
of Temptation is come upon us, we are entered in- 
to it. Every great and preſſing Tempation hath its} 4 
-Hour, a Seaſon wherein it is moſt vigorous, active 
and prevalent. It may be long in riſing, it may be 
long urging more or leſs; but it hath a Seaſon, 
wherein from the Conjunction of other Occurren-| 
Ces, outward or inward, it hath a dangerous Hour, : 
and then for the moſt Part, Men enter into it. 
Hence that very Temptation, which at one Time 
Hath liitle or no Power on a Man; at another, 
bears him away before it: It hath from other Cir- 
* * ot new Strength; 3 or the Man is weak- 
Jour is come, he is entered into it, and} 
it — Let Men look for it, that are expoſed] 
to Temptation, as who is not? They will have} 
Seaſon wherein their Sollicitations will be more ur- 
gent, their Reaſonings more plauſible, Pretence: 
more glorious, Opportunities more broad and open, 
the Doors of Evil made more beautiful than everſ 
they have been: Bleſſed is he who is prepared for} 
ſuch a Seaſon, without which there is no i 


hay * -f . 


Alls 
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hat WT his is the firſt Thing required to entering into 


WT] cmptation ; if we ſtay here, we are ſafe. 


Sa 


wy * 
a " 0 
* 
4 
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Bzroke I deſcend to other Particulars, having 


nov entered. hereon, I ſhall ſhew in general, 


1.) How commonly any Temptation attains its 
Hour. 


2.) How we may know when any Temptation 


is come to its Hour. 


10 I doth the firſt by ſeveral Ways. EF | 
(1. By long Sollicitations, cauſing the Mind fre- 


auently to converſe with the Evil ſollicited to, it be- 
gets extenuating Thoughts of it. If it makes this 
Proceſs, it is coming towards its Hour. It may 
be when firſt it began to preſs upon the Soul, the 
Soul was amazed with the Appearance, and cried; 
Am I a Dog? If this Indignation be not daily 
Iheightened, but the Soul by converſing with the E- 


| vil, begins to grow as it were familiar with it; then 


the Temptation is coming towards its high Noon, 


Luſt hath then enticed, and is ready to conceive. 


(2. Wan it hath prevailed on others, and the 


Soul is not filledwith Diſlike and Abhorrency of their 


Ways, nor with Pity and Prayer for their Deliver- 
ance. This proves an Advantage to it, and raiſes 
it towards its Height. 


(3. By complecating it's ſelf with many Conſi« 
derations, that perhaps are not abſolutely Evil. 80 
did the Temptation of the Galatians to fall from the 


Purity of the Goſpel, Freedom from Perſecution,” 


Union and Conſent: . — the Jetor: Thi 
| | 4 iP Fe 
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themſelves g were pleaded in in it, and gave 
Life to the Temptation itſelf. 4 ee 


2.) Fon the ſecond, it may be known. 


(1. By its reſtleſs Urgency. When a Tempta- 
tion is in its Hour, it is reſtleſs. Satan fees his Ad- RF 
vantage, conſiders his Conjunction of Forces, and 
_ knows that he muſt now prevail, or be Hopeleſs for 
ever. Here are Opportunities, here are Advanta- | 
Bobs here are ſpecious Pleas and Pretences; ſome 

round is already got, all in a Readineſs; if he 
can do nothing now, he muſt fit down loſt in his 
Undertakings. So when he had got all Things in | 
a Readineſs againſt Chriſt, he made it the Hour of | 
Darkneſs. When a Temptation prefles within by | 
Imaginations and Reaſonings, without, by Sollici- 
tations, ur 1 and Opportunities, let the Soul | 
know, that the Hour of it is come, and the Glory 
of Gop, with its own Welfare, depends on its 
Behaviour in this Trial. x 1 


(2. Wurd it makes a Conjunction of Affright- 
ments and Allurements. Theſe two comprize the 
whole Force of Temptation. When both are brought 
together, Temptation is in its Hour. They were 
both in David's Caſe, as to the Murther of Ur:ah; 
there was the Fear of his Revenge on his Wife, 
and poſſibly on himſelf; fear of the Publication of 
his Sin, at leaſt; and there was the Allurement of 
his preſent Enjoyment of her. Men ſometimes are 
carried into Sin by Love to it, and are continued 

in it by Fear of what will enſue. But in any Caſe, 
+ where theſe two meet, then is the Hour of Temp- 


Tus then it is to enter into Temptation, this is 
the Hour of it, of which more in the Proceſs of our 
Diſcourſe. (3. Tura 
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(3. Tux is the Means of Prevention pre- 
ſcribed by our Saviour, they are two, e 


1.J Waren. 2.] Pray.” 


Tres two comprize the whole Pediatr of 
F aith for the Soul's Preſervation from Temptation. 
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CHAP. II. 


That it is our Duty to uſe all Di ligence,, 
leaſt wwe enter into TEMPTATION. 


'AVING thus * the Words, I ſhall: 
lay down the enſuing Obſervation. 


IT is the great Duty of all Believers to uſe all 
Diligence in the Ways of Chris Appointment, . 
t they fall not into Temptation. 


vo TS, Ny m Wy = WW vWF 


1. In that compendious Inſtruction given us by 
dur Saviour, concerning what we ought to pray 
for, this of not entering into Temptation, is expreſly. 
one Head. Our Saviour knew of what Concern it 
was to us, not to enter into Temptation, when _ 
gave us this, as one ſpecial Subject of our dai 
Dealing with Gor. And the Order of the Wo 
ſhew us of what Importance it is, Lead us not infos 
emptation, but deliver us from Evil.” So deal with 
„ that we may be powerfully delivered from that 
= which attends our entering into Temptation, . 


A. DIA ER. on tio. / m ⅛etnJö i Moan AE. as. oth... AS. 


2. CartsT promiſeth this Deliverance as a great 
e of . ae at Rev. iii. 10. 


B 3 
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This is the great Promiſe made to the Church of 
Philadelphia, wherein Chrift found nothing that He 
would blame. Thou ſhalt be kept from the Hour of 
Temptation; not, thou ſhalt be preſerved in it: But 
He goes higher, thou /halt be kept from it. There is, 
ſaith our Saviour, an Hour of Temptation Gauge: 

a Seaſon that will make Havock in the Worl | 
Multitudes ſhall then fall from the Faith, deny and 
blaſpheme Me. O how few will be able to Rand 
and hold out! Some will be utterly deſtroyed and 
periſh for ever, ſome will get Wounds to their 
Souls that ſhall neyer be well healed, whilſt they 
live in this World, and have their Bones broken, 
ſo as to go halting all their Days. But, ſaith He, 
Becauſe thou haſt kept the Word of my Patience, I 
will be tender 3 thee, and keep thee from 
this Hour of Temptation. Certainly that which 
Cbri thus Promiſes to his beloved Church, as a 
Reward of her Service, Love, and Obedience, is 
no light Thing; whatever Chri/t promiſeth to his 
Spouſe, is a Fruit of unſpeakable Love; that is ſo 
in an eſpecial Manner, which is promiſed as a Re- 
ward of ſpecial Obedience. | 8 


3. Le r us to this Purpoſe conſider the _— 


Iſſues of Men's entering into Temptation, and that 
of bad and good Men. 


(1.) Fox the firſt I ſhall offer but one or two 

Texts of Scripture, Luke viii. 13. They on the Rocks 
are they which when they hear, receive the Ward with 
Jo „ and have no Root, but for a While believe, 

hey are affected with the Preaching of the Word, 
and —_ forth ſome Fruits: But until when do 
they abide ? Says he, In the Time of Temptatian they 
| fall away: When once they enter into Tempta- 
tion they are gone for ever. We ſee this accom- 
phſhed every. Day 5 Men who e attended on the 
n 
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Preaching of the Goſpel, been affected and delight- 

ed with it, that have made Profeſſion of it, and 
have been looked on, it may be, as Believers, and 
thus have continued for ſome Vears; no ſooner | 
doth a Temptation befall them, that hath. Vigour 
and Permanency in it, but they are turned out — 
Wthe Way, and are gone for ever. So Matt. vii. 26. 
He that heareth theſe Words of mine, and doth them 
not, is like a Man that built his Houſe upon the Sand: 
But, what doth this Houſe of Profeſſion do? It 
ſhelters him, keeps him warm, and ſtands for a + 
While; but ſaith he, ver. 27+ When the Rain 
deſcends, When Temptation gane it falls utter 5 
ly, and its Fall is great. 0 : 


2.) Fox the. Saints of Gon 23 N a 
ſee by ſome Inſtances, what Iſſue they 1 had of + 
their entering into Temptation. 


ADAM, was the Son of Gon, (Like iii.) cteated 
in the Image of Gop; full of Integrity, Righte- 
ouſneſs and Holineſs. He had a far greater inherent | 
Stock of Ability than we; and had nothing in him 
to entice or ſeduce him, yet this Adam no ſooner 
enters into Temptation, but he is ruined, he and 
all his Poſterity with him. What can we expect 
in the like Condition, that have not only in our 
Temptations, a cunning Devil to deal without a 4 
curſed World, and a corrupt Heart alſo? | 


ABRAHAM was the — — of the Et 
Gen. xii. 12, 13. Whoſe Faith is propoſed as a Pat- | 
tern to all them that ſhall believe; Gen. xx. 2. Yet. 
he entering twice into the ſame Temptation, name- 
ly that of Fear about his Wife, was twice over- 
powered by it, to the Diſhonour of * and no 
doubt the Dube of his on Soul. * ; 


4% . E 1 4 
Davin 


20% , Of TemyTaTIOn; th# 
Dav1D is called a Man after Gop's own Heart; 
et what a dreadful 1 the Story of his enter- 
ing into Temptation: He is no ſooner — — 
but he is plunged into Adultery; thence ſeeking 
Deliverance by his own Invention, he is entangled 
more and more, until he lies as one 


the Power of Sin and Folly. 


T-m1GnT mention Noah, Lot, Hezekiah, Peter, 
and the reſt, whoſe Temptations and Falls therein, 
are on Record for our Inſtruction. Certainly he 
Heart in theſe Things, cannot but 
ſay as the Inhabitants of Samaria upon the Letter 
of Fehu; Behold two Kings flood not before Him, 
how ſhall we land? OLorD! If ſuch mighty | 
Pillars have been caſt to the Ground, how ſhall I 


that-hath any 


ſtand before Temptations? O keep me that I en- 


ter not in, behold the Foorfteps of them that have 
gone in. Whom do you fee retiring without a 
Wound ? On this Account would the Apoſtle have 
us to exerciſe Tenderneſs- towards them that are 


; left 


fallen into Sin, Gal. vi. 1. Confidering thyſe 
thou alſo be tempted : He doth not ſay, iſ thou al- 
ſo ſin, or be overtaken with a Fault; but leſt thou 


alfo be tempted ; thou ſeeſt the Power of Tempta- 
tion in others, and knoweſt not thou mayeſt be 


tempted, nor what will be the Condition of thy 
Soul thereupon. Aſſuredly he that hath ſeen fo ma- 
ny better, ſtronger Men than himſelf fail, will 


think it Incumbent on him to remember the Battle, 


and if it be poſſible, to come there no more. Is it 


not a Madneſs for a Man that can ſcarce crawl up 


and down, he is ſo weak (which is the Caſe of 
moſt of us) if he avoid not what he hath ſeen Gi- 
ants foiled in the Undertaking of? Thou art yet 
whole and ſound, take Heed of Temptation, left it 


be with thee as it was with Abraham, David, Pe- 


ter, who fell in the Time of Trial. 
; A ; N , 


dead, under | 
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that but even now 
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In nothing doth the Folly of the Hearts of Men 
ſhew itſelf more, than in this curſed Boldneſs, a- 
ter ſo many Warnings from Gop, and ſo many 


ſad Experiences, of running into, and putting them- 


ſelves upon "Temptations. Any Society, any Com- 
pany, any Conditions of outward Advantages, with- 
out once weighing what their Strength, or what 
the Concern of their poor Souls is, they are ready 
for. Though they go over the Dead and the Slain, _ 
ell down. befoce them, yet they 
will go on without Regard or Trembling. But, 


4. LET us conſider ourſelves; what our Weak- 
neſs is, and what Temptation is; its Power and 
Efficacy, with what it leads to. *. $6 


 (1.) For ourſelves, we are Weakneſs itſelf. 
We have no Strength, no Power to withſtand. 
Confidence of any Strength in us, is one great Part. 
of our: Weakneſs. He that ſays he can do any 
Thing, can do nothing as he ſhould. And which 
is worſe, it is the worſt Kind of Weakneſs that is 
in us; a Weakneſs from Treachery; a Weakneſs 
ariſing from that Party which every Temptation 
hath in us. If a Fort be never ſo ſtrong, yet if there 
be a treacherous Party within, there is no preſery- 
ing it from the Enemy. There are Traitors in our 
Hearts, ready to take Part with every Temptation, 
and to give up all to them; yea, to ſollicit and 
bribe Temptations to do the Work; as Traitors 
incite an Enemy. Do not flatter yourſelves that 
you ſhall hold out; there are ſecret Luſts that lie 
lurking in your Hearts, which perhaps now ſtir 
not, which as ſoon as any Temptation befalls you, 
will riſe, ſeduce, and never give over till they are 
killed, or ſatisfied. nf 6014 $5317 406071-34: edt 


22 Of TEMPTATION, the 
(3.) TempraTIONs are either publick or pri- 


vate; and let us a little view the Efficacy and 


Power of them. apart. | 


[I.] TreRE are publick Temptations z ſuch as 
that mentioned, Rev. iii. 10. That was to come 
upon the World to try them that dwell upon the 
Earth; or a Combination of Perſecution and Se- 
duction for the Trial of a careleſs Generation: 


Now concerning ſuch a Temptation, conſider, that, 


1.) Ir hath an Efficacy in Reſpect of Gop, who | 
ſends it to revenge the Neglect of the Goſpel on the 

one Hand; and Treachery of falſe Profeſſors on the 
other. What Work hath the Spirit of Error made 


amongſt us? Is it not from hence, that as ſome 
Men delighted not to retain Gop' in their Hearts, 
ſo He hath given them up to a reprobate Mind, Rom. 


Ry Sha: would GE — 1 ea, it is 


Matter of Amazement, to ſee Perſons of a ſober 
Spirit, pretending to great Things in the Ways of 
Gon, overcome, captivated, deſtroyed; by weak 


Means, ſottiſh Opinions, fooliſh Imaginations, 


fuch as a Man would thinkvit: impoſſible ſhould e- 
ver lay hold on rational Men, much leſs on Profeſ- 
ſors of the Goſpel. 


2.) TRERE is in ſuch: Temptations, the ſecret 
Inſinuation of Examples in thoſe that are accounted 
Good, Mat. xxiv. 12. Becauſe Iniquity ſhall abound, 
the Love of many ball iu cold, 8&c. The abound- 
ing of Iniquity in ſome, will inſenſibly caſt Water 
on the Zeal and Love of others, that by little and 
little it ſhall wax cold. Some begin to grow Neg- 
ligent, Careleſs, Worldly, Wanton; they break 
the Ice towards the Pleaſing of the Fleſh; at firſt 
others Blame, perhaps Reprove them, in a ſhort 
Space their Love waxes cold, and they alſo —4 
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form to them, and are caſt into the ſame Mould 
with them. iq 15 a 


3-) PUPLICK Temptations are uſually accom- 
panied with ſtrong Reaſons and Pretences, that are 
too hard for Men, or atleaſt inſenſibly prevail upon 


them, to undervalue the Evil whereto the Tempta- 


tion leads, to give Strength to that complicated 
Temptation, which in theſe Days have even caſt 
down the People of Gop, hath. cut their Locks, 
and made them become like other Men; how. full 
is the World of ſpecious Pretences and Pleadings.! 
As there is the Liberty of Chriſtians, delivered from 
Bondage; this is a Door that in my own Obſerva- 
tion, 1 have ſeen ſundry going out at, into Senſu- 
ality and Apoſtacy; beginning at a light Converſa- 
tion, proceeding to a Neglect of the Sabbath, pub- 
lick and private Duties, ending in Diſſolution and 
Profaneneſs. Theſe and the like Conſiderations, 
joined with'the Eaſe and Plenty, the Greatneſs and 
Promotion of Profeſſors, have ſo brought Things 
about, that whereas we have by Providence fhifted 
Places with the Men-of the World, -we have by-Sin 
{hifted Spirits with them alſo. We are like a Plan- 


tation of Men carried into a forreign Country: In 


a ſhort Space they degenerate from the Manners of 


the People from whence they came, and fall into 


that of the Country whereunto they are brought; 
as if there were ſomething in the Soil and the Air 


chat transformed them. 


[2.] SUPPOSE the Temptation is orivates 
this hath been ſpoken to before; I ſhall add two 
Things, dg £60 


1.) Irs Union and Incorporation with Luſt, 


whereby it gets within the Soul, and lies at the Bot- 
tom of its Actings. The Things that are in the 
| Fs World, 
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becauſe the World gets into them; mixes itſelf | 
with them, unites, incorporates. As Faith and the 


higher and higher by the Strength they adminiſter | 
to one another. Now by this Means Temptation | 


Wall itſelf muſt be pulled down, or the Leproſy | 
© {Poyſon with the Blood and Spirits, and cannot be 


| ther, and ſo prevents or anticipates any Oppoſition. 


Luſts of the Mind, and Uncleanneſs of the Spirit; 
the Affections, that they ſhould not ſo tenaciouſly 


It will not 


7 8 
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World, are the Luft of the Fleſh, the Luft of the 
yet, the Pride'sf Life. No it is evident that all 
theſe Things are principally in the Heart, not in 
the World. But they are ſaid to be in the World, 


— is. 2 Peg 


Promiſes are ſaid to be mixed, ſo ate Luſt and 
Temptation mixed; they twine together, receive | 
Improvement from one another; grow each of them 


ts ſo deep in the Heart, that no contrary Rea- 
ſonings can reach it; nothing but what can kill 
the Luſt, can conquer the Temptation. Like Le- 
proſy that hath mingled itſelf with the Wall; the 


will not be cured. Like a Gangreen that mixes 


ths Aa 


ſeparated from the Place where it is, but both muſt 


2.) In what Part ſoever of the Soul the Luſt be 
ſeated, wherewith the Temptation is united, it 
draws after it the whole Soul, by one Means or o- 


Suppoſe it be a Luſt of the Mind; as there are 


ſuch as Ambition, Vain-glory, and the like; what 
a World of Ways hath the Underſtanding to bridle 


cleave to Gop, ſeeing in what it aimeth at, there 
is fo much to give them Content and Satisfaction 

N prevent all the Reaſonings of the 
Mind, but it will draw the whole Soul intothe fame 
Frame. Or be it in the more ſenſual Part, and firſt 


. poſſefſeth the Affections; what Prejudices they will Wl is 
bring upon the Underſtanding, how they will bribe tit 
it to an Acquieſcency; what Arguments, what BW 1, 
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+. 


Hopes they will ſupply it with cannot eaſily be ex- 


preſſed. In brief there is ng particular Temptation, 
but, when it is in its Hour, it hath ſuch a Contri- 
bution of Aſſiſtance from Things f „ evil, in- 
different, is fed, by ſo many Conſiderations, that 


= ſeem to be moſt foreign to it, hath ſuch ſpecious 
IF Pleas, that its Strength will eaſily be acknowledged. 


Tazss I ſay are ſome of many Conſiderations, 
that might be inſiſted on, to manifeſt the Impor- 
tance of the Truth propoſed, "and the Fulneſs of 
our Concern, to take Care that we enter not ints 
Temptation. | 3 


Bur what need of this great Endeavour and 
Carefulneſs ? Is it not ſaid that Gon is faithful, who 
will not 4 us to be tempted above that we are a- 
ble, but will with the Temptation alſo make a May to 
Eſcape? 1 Cor. x. 1Þ 


(1.) HE that "ow or negligently enters into 
Temptation, hath no Reaſon in the World to pro- 


| miſe himſelf any Aſſiſtance from Gon, or any De- 
liverance from it. The Promiſe is made to them 


whom Temptations befall in their Way, whether 
they will, or not; not them that wilfully fall into 
them, that run out of their Way to meet with them. 
And therefore the Devil (as is uſually obſerved) when 
he tempted our Saviour, left out that Expreſſion 
of the Text of Scripture, which he wreſted to his 
Purpoſe, all thy Ways: The Promiſe of Deliver- 
ance is to them who are in their Ways; whereof - 
this is one, to beware of Temptation. 


(2) To enter on Temptation on this Account, 
is to venture on Sin (which is the ſame with con- 
tinuing in Sin) that Grace may abound, Nom. vi. 
I, 2. Which the Apoſtle rejects the Thoughts of 

Vor. XVIII, N with 


| 3 07 TEMPTATION, the 


with the greateſt Deteſtation ; is it not a Madneſs 
for a Man willingly to ſuffer the Ship. wherein he is, 


to ſplit itſelf on a Rock, to the irrecoverable Loſs 


of his Merchandize, becauſe he ſuppoſes he ſhall in 
his own Perſon ſwim — to ſhore on a Plank ? 
Is it leſs in him, who will hazard the Shipwreck 


of all his Comfort, Peace, Joy, or ſo much f 
the Glory of Gop, and Honour of the Goſpel as | 
he is intruſted with, meerly on Suppolition that his 


ho 4 ſhall yet eſcape? 
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Particular Cas E Sz ſeveral Diſcoveries 


of the State of a-SQUL mere, into 


TEMPTATION, * 
* 


HESE Things being premiſed, I proceed to 
the Conſideration of three particular Caſes 

ariſing from the Truth propoſed ; the fit 
whereof relates to the Thing itſelf; the /econd to 
the Seaſon thereof; and the /a/? to our Deportment 


of. _ ; 
* * 


I. Tux it may be wot how a Man may 
know _ he is entered into Temptation ? 


2. Waar Seaſons theres are wherein a. Man may, 
and ought to fear, that an Hour of Temptation is 
at Hand? = - 


« , 3. War 


io: 


in Reference to the rr of the Evil treated 
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3 War Directions are to be given, for the 
Preventing of our entring into Temptation. 


1. How ſhall a Man know whether he be en- 
tred into Temptation or no, is our firſt Enquiry :;. 
I ſay then, ZR Fa 

(1.) WHEN a Man is drawn into any Sin, he 
may be ſure that he hath entred into Temptation. 
All Sin is from Temptation. Sin is a Fruit that 
comes only from that Root. Though a Man be 
never ſo ſuddenly, or violently ſurprized with any 
Sin, it is from ſome Temptation or other, that he 

| hath been ſo ſurprized. . 

Tus is a Folly that poſſeſſes many, who have 

yet a quick and living Senſe of Sin : They are ſen- 
ſible of their Sins, not of their Temptations; are 
diſpleaſed with the bitter Fruit, but cheriſh the poi- 
ſonous Root: Hence in the Midſt of their Humi- 
liations for Sin, they will continue in thoſe Ways, 
thoſe Societies, in the Purſuit of thoſe Ends, which 
have occaſioned that Sin. #.” : 


(2.) TEMPTATIONS have ſeveral Deron, ſome 
ariſe to ſuch an Height, do ſo preſs on the Soul, fo 
fight againſt all Oppoſition, that it muſt be paſt all 
Doubt to him who is ſo aſſaulted, that it is a pe- 
culiar Temptation he is to wreſtle with. When a 
Fever rages, a Man knows he is ſick, unleſs his 
Diſtemper have made him mad. 


(3.) Ex TRI into Temptation may be ſeen 
in the leſſer Degrees of it. As for Inſtance, when 
the Heart begins ſecretly to like the Temptation, 
and is content to feed it, and encreaſe it by any 
Ways that it may, without down-right Sin. 


| C 2 (4.) Wren 


* 
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(4) Wu by a Man's State or Condition of 
Life, or any Means whatever, it Tomes to paſs, 
that his Luſt and any Temptation meet with Oc- 
caſions for its ſtirring. up; let that Man know whe- 
ther he perceive it or not, that he is certainly en- 
tered into Temptation. If thy Buſineſs, Courſe of 
Life, Societies, or whatever elſe it be, caſt thee on 
ſuch Things, as ſuit thy Corruption ; know that 
thou S entered into Temptation 3 how thou wilt T 
come out, Gop only knows. 1 


(S.] Wren a Man is weakned, made negligent, 
or formal in Duty, when he can omit Duties, or 
content himſelf with a careleſs, lifeleſs Performance 
of them, without Delight, Joy, or Satisfaction to 
his Soul, who had another Frame formerly ; let 
| him know, that though he may not be acquainted 
with the particular Diſtemper, wherein it conſiſts; 
et in ſomething or other, he is entered into Temp- 

ation, which at the length he will find evident to 
1 his Trouble and Peril. How many have we ſeen 
N and known in our coy who from a warm. Profeſ- 
| fion, have fallen to be negligent, careleſs, indif- 
; ferent in Praying, Reading, Hearing, and the like? 
| Give an Inſtance of one who hath come off without 
à Wound? Sundry other Evidences there are of a 
Soul's entring into Temptation, which upon Ef- 
quiry it may diſcover. * 


IrRoO OSE this to take off the Security that we 
are apt to fall into; and to manifeſt what is the pe- 
culiar Duty that we are to apply ourſelves to in the 
ſpecial Seaſons of Temptation. - ” © I 
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CHAT. IV. 


What are the bef Directions to prevent 
| entring into TEMPTATIONS. 3 


Temptation, and the Ways and Seaſons 

wherein Men uſually do 25 Our ſecond 
Logue is; what general Directions may be given 
to preſerve a Soul from that Condition that hath 
been ſpoken of. And we ſee our Saviour's Direc- 
tion in the Place ſpoken of before, he ſums up all 
in theſe two Words, Watch and Pray; I ſhall a 


little labour to unfold them. 


1. THERE is included in them, a Clear abiding 
Apprehenſion of the great Evil, that there is in en- 


FHP! ſcen the Danger of 1 into 


tring into Temptation. That which a Man watches 


2 rays againſt, he looks upon as Evil to him, 
and by all Means to be avoided. 


Tus then is the firſt Direction; Always * in 
Mind the = Danger that it Ws for wy Soul ta 
enter into - Temptation. ; | 


IT is a woful Thing to conſider what flight 
Thoughts the moſt have of this Thing; So Men 
can keep themſelves from Sin itſelf, in open Action, 
they are content, they ſcarce aim at more; on any 
Temptation, all Sorts of Men will venture at any 


Time. How w Cel bo Men put themſeves on any 


* delighted with evil Com- 
pan 
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pany, then with the Evil of the Company? How 


vain are all Admonitions and Exhortations to them, 


to take Heed of ſuch Perſons ? At firſt they will ven 


ture on the Company, abhorring the Thoughts of 
ey ng their Lewdneſs: But what is the Iſſue? 

nleſs it be here or there one, whom Gop ſnatches 
with a mighty Hand from the Jaws of Deſtruction, 


they are all loſt, and become after a While in Love 


with' the Evil, arhich at firſt they abhorred. Would 
it were only thus with young Men, ſuch as are un- 
accuſtomed to the Yoke of the Lox D. What Sort 
of Men .is free from this Folly in one Thing- or 
other? How many have I known that would 
for their Liberty, as they called it? They could 
hear any Thing, all Thing all Sorts of Men, all 
Men; they would try all Things, whether they 
come to them in the Way of Gop, or no ; and on 
that Account would run to hear every Broacher of 
falſe and abominable Opinions; they had their Li- 
berty, they could do ity but the Opinions the 

hated as much as any ; what hath been the = 
I ſcarce ever knew any come off without a Wound; 

the moſt have had their Faith overthrown : Let no 
Man then pretend to fear Sin, that doth, not fear 
Temptation to it. They are too nearly ally'd to be 
ſeparated. Satan hath put them ſo nul fm 4 that it 
is very hard for any Man to put them afunder. 


BoLpness upon Temptation, ſpringing. from 
ſeveral Pretences, hath, as is known, ruined innu- 
merable Profeſſors; and ſtill continues to caſt m 
22 from their Excellency; nor have I the 

of a more fruitful Profeſſion amongſt us, un- 
nl ſee more Fear of e MR will not —— 
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Tus is the firſt Thing in this general Direction; 


The daily Exerciſe of our Thoughts with an Ap⸗- 
rehenſion of the great Danger that lies in engring” 
into Temptation. Grief of the Spirit of Gop, Di 
quietment of our own Souls, Loſs of Peace, Hazard 
of eternal Welfare, lie at the Door ; if the Soul be 
not prevailed with, to obſerve this Direction, all 
that enſues, will be of no Value; Temptation deſ- 
piſed will conquer: And if the Heart. be made tender 
and watchful here, half the Work of ſecuring a good 
Converſation is over. And let not him go any far- 
ther, who reſolves not to improve this Direction in 
a daily conſcientious Obſervation of it. 
* , 


2. THERE is this in it alſo, that it is not a Thing, 
in our own Power to preſerve ourſelves from en- 
tring into Temptation. Therefore are we to pray 
that we may be preſerved from it, becauſe We can- 
not ſave ourſelves. 2 Aa 

Tris is another Means of Preſervation ; as we 
have no Strength, to reſiſt a Temptation, when it 
doth come, when we are entered into it, ſo to 
reckon that we have no Power or Wiſdom to keep 
ourſelves from erſtring into Temptation, but muſt 
de kept by the Power and Wiſdom of Gop, is a 
preſerving, Principle. Ve are in all Things #ept by 
the Power of Gor. This our Saviouꝝ i cuts us 
in, not only by directing us to pray that we be not 
led into Temptation; but alſo by his own praying 
for us, that we may be kept from it. Chriſt prays: 
his Father to keep us; and inſtructs us to pray that 
we be ſo kept; it is not then a Thing in our own 
Power. The Ways of our entring into Temptation 
are ſo many, various, and imperceptible; the Means 
of it, ſo eficacious and powerful, the Entrance of 


it ſo deceitful, ſubtile, inſenſible, and plauſible; 


our Weakneſs, our Unwatchfulneſs, ſo * 


* 


. 
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chat we cannot in the leaſt preſerve ourſelves from 
it: We fail both in Wiſdom and Power for * 


Work. | 0 . 


3 


FE = . 

ar the Heart then commune with itſelf and 

ſay, I am poor and weak, Satan is ſubtle and pow 
erful; watching conſtantly for Advantages a 
my Soul; the World earneſt, preſſing, and 
ſpecious Pleas and Ways of Deceit; my own Cor- 
ruption violent, enticing, en tangling, concei conceiving 
Sin, and warring in me, again Occaſions 
and Advantages of Temptation innumerable in all 
Things I do or ſuffer, in all Buſineſſes and Perſons 
with whom I converſe. The firlt Beginnings of 
Temptation inſenſible and plauſible ; fo that left 
unto myſelf I ſhall not know that I am enſnared, 
until my Bonds be made ſtrong,” and Sin hath got 
nd in my Heart; therefore on Gop alone will 

rely for Preſervation. This will make the Sou be 


always committing itſelf to the Care of Gon, reſt- 


ing itſelf on Him; and to do nothing, undertake 
nothing without aſking Counſel of Him. So that a 
double Advantage will: ariſe from the Obſervation of 
_ this Direction, both of ſingular Uſe for the Soul's 
Preſervation from or 1 5 feared. 8 


* ) Tur En ent of the Corte fon of 


Gop, who hath called the Fatherleſs and ! Hel leſs 
to reſt upon Him; nor did ever Soul fail of Sup- 
plies, Who, in a Senſe of Want, rolled itſelf Ta 
Hun, on the Account of his gracious Invitation, 


(2 ) Tun keeping i it in ſuch a Frame, as on * 


rious Accounts, is uſeſul for its Preſervation; he 
that looks to Gop for Aſſiſtance in a due Manner, 
is both ſenſible of his Danger, and conſcientiouſſy 
careful: in the Uſe of Means to preſerve himſelf, 
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which two, of what Importance they are in — 
Caſe, may be eaſily apprehended. Y 1 4 


5 Tx1s alſo is in it, Exert Faith on the pro- 
mi 


e of Gop for Preſeryation. To believe that he 


will preſerve us, is a Means of Preſervation. . For 


this Gor will certainly do, or make a Way for us 
to eſcape out of Temptation, if we fall into it, un- 
der ſuch a believing Frame. We are to pray = . 


what Go p hath nA ſed. Our Requeſts are to be 
regulated by his Promiſes and Commands, which 
are of the ſame Extent. Faith cloſes with the Pro- 
miſes, and ſo finds Relief. This James inſtructs us 
in Chap. i. 5, 7. What we want we muſt aſk of 
God : But we muſt aſk it in Faith, for otherwiſe 
we muſt not think that we ſhall receive any Thing of 
the Lox D. This then alſo is in this Direction of 
our Saviour, that we act Faith on the Promiſes of 
Go, for our Preſervation out of Temptation. He 
hath promiſed that He will keep us in all our Ways; 
that we ſhall be directed in a Way, that t ugh we 
are Fools, we /hall not entertain it, Ifa, Iv. 8. that 
He will lead us, guide us, and diver? us from the 


evil One. Set Faith on Work on theſe CES 4 i 


It is not eaſily conceived, what a Train of Grac 
Faith is attended with, when it goes forth to meet 
Chrift in the Promiſes : nor what a Power for the 
Preſervation of the Soul lies in this Thing, $7 


( 1.0 TaxE Prayer into Conſideration, to pray 


that we enter not into Tempzation, is à Means to 
283 us from it. Glorious Things are by all 
en that know ought of thoſe Things, ſpoken * 
this Duty; and 05 the Truth is, not one 
its * 9 r and Efficacy is known. He 
c 


ould ittle in Tem n, let him be 
ta you Ptatio 0 ee 25 
** 
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much in Prayer. This calls in the Help that is laid " 
up in Chin for us, Heb. iv. 16. This caſteth our Ml '** 
Souls into a Frame of Oppoſition to oP Tempta- 


Us 


tion. When Paul had given Inſtruction forthe tak- 
ing to ourſelves the whole Armour of God, that il © 
we may ſtand in the Time of Temptati 
this general Cloſe of the Whole, Eph. vi. 18. Pray- T 
ing always. with all Prayer and Supplication in the 
» Spirit, and Watching thereunts with all Perſeverance I fl. 
and Supplication. oy . 


 WiT#ovr this all the Reſt will be of no-Ef- Ii © 
ficacy. And therefore conſider what Weight he lays Ill © 
on it: Praying a/ways, that is, at all I imes and 
Seaſons, or be always ready for the Diſcharge of 
that Duty, Meth all Prayer and Supplications in the 
> wn putting forth all Kinds of Deſires unto 
OD, that are ſuited to our Condition, according 
to his Will, and which we are aſſiſted in by the 
Spirit, and watching thereunto, leſt we be diverted, 
by any Thing whatever; and that not for a little 
While, but with all Perſeverance; Continuance 
Tengthened out to the utmoſt. The Soul ſoframed, 
is in a ſure Poſture; and this is one of the Means 
without which this Work will not be done, If we 
do not abide in Prayer, we ſhall abide in curſed 
Temptations. Let this then be another Direction. 
Abide in Prayer! And that expreſsly to this Pur- 
+ _ poſe; that we enter not into Temptations : Let 
this be one Part of our daily contending with Goo; 
that he would preſerve our Bodies, Souls, and Spi- p - 
rits, and Keep our Hearts and our Ways, that we WW. 
be not entang'ed ; that his good and wiſe Provi- IM © 

. dence will order our Ways and Affairs, that no 
_ Prefling Temptation befal us; that he would give 
us Diligence, Carefulneſs, and Watchfulneſs over 
our own Ways; So ſhall we be delivered, when 
others are held with the Cords of their own Folly. 


namely, to Watch, is more * and extends 
itſelf to many Particulars. 


I. Wen the Seaſons wherein Men au ” 


enter into Temptation. 


THERE are ſundry Seaſons wherein an Hour of 
Temptation i is at Hand; and will unavoidably ſeize 
upon the Soul, unleſs it be delivered by Merey in 


a Seaſon, then we are peculiar] to be upon our 


Guard, that we enter not into A Some 
of thoſe Seaſons may be named. 


* 


e and Temptation go 1 yea, Pro 
sa Temptation; man 


— ſe without eminent Supplies of Grace, it 


Temptation, and provides it with Fuel and Food 


for all; it hath Proviſion for Luſt, and Darts for | 
Voten. 


2 5 


S THz wiſe Man tells us, that the Proficrit of 
Fools deſtroys them, Prov. i. 31, it hardens them in 
their Way, makes them deſpiſe Inſtruction, and 

put the evil Day (whoſe Terres ſhould influence 

them into Amendment) far-from them. Without 

2 ſpecial Aſſiſtance, it hath an inconceivably ma- 

lignant Influence on Believers, themſelves. Hence 
gur prays againſt Riches, becauſe of the Temp- 


tation that attends them, Leſt, faith he, I be fall . 


. thee, and ſay who is the LonD? Prov. xxx 


ſt, being filled with them he ſhoWld N 25 
10 Leg as Gop complains his People did, 


ili. 6, We mas how David was mi ken in >. 
* 5 Caſe, 


* and Power of it. 35 


THE other Part of our Saviour's Direction, 


the Uſe of Watchfulneſs. When we are under ſuch 


(A.) A SEASON of unuſual 1 PWoſpatty! Fg" 
uſually accompanied with an Hour of 1 4 


emptations ; and 


is apt to caſt a Soul into a Temper expoſed to an 


* 


36 07 reurrarion, . 
Caſe, Pſal. xxx. 6. 7 . * in my roſperity, 


aver be moved : All is well, "a. will be well; but 


what was at Hand, what lay he Door, that David 
thought not of ? ver. 7. Thou didft bide thy Face, 
"and I was troubled: GOD was ready to hide his 


Face, and David to enter into Temptation, and he 


knew it not. * 5 


Tuou wante 
laſt thy Heart. Formality in Religion will be apt to 
creep upon thee, and that Jays the Soul open to all 
Femptations in their full Power and Strength. Sa- 
tisfaction and Delight in outward Comforts, the 
Poiſon of the Souly will be apt to grow upon thee. 
In ſuch a Time be vigilant, be cicumlpeR, or thou 
wilt be ſurprized. Feb ſays, that in his {fiction 
+ Gop made his Fed Jeft Chap. xxiii. 16. There 

is a Hardneſs, an inſenſible Want of ſpiritual Senſe, 
gathered in Proſperity, that if not watched againſt, 
vill expoſe the Heart to the Deceits of Sin and Baits 
of Satan: Watch and Pray in this Seaſon, many 
Mens Negligence”; in it hath coſt them dear, their 
Experience cries out to take Heed. Bleſſed i is he 


* 


that feareth N but an, in a 5 of 


. 


(2. 4 TiME of Slumber, of AE in © Com 
munion with Gop, of Formality in Duty, is 2 
Seaſon to be watched in, as that which hath cer- 

_y ſome other Temptation attending i it. | 


Lr a Soul in ſuch an Eſtate awake Ko. 1 a 
bout him; his Enemy is at Hand, and he is ready 
to fall into ſuch a Condition as may coſt him dear 
all the Days of his Life : His preſent Eſtate is bad 
—_ in itſelf; but it is an Indication of that 
which is worſe, that lies at the Door. The Dil- 
ciples chat were with Chri/ in the Mount, 1 

/ 


{ that which\ſhould poiſe and bal. 


A S 


PR” 


Nature and Power of if, 3 
only a bodily, but a ſpiritual Drowſineſs upon them. 
What ſays our Saviour to them? Ariſe, Watch and 
Pray, that you enter not into Temptation. We know 
how near one of . them was to a bitter Hour of 
Temptation, and not watching, he immediately 
entred into it. | MER | 


as 


* 


CoNns1DER then thy State and Condition ! Doth 
| thy Light burn dim? or though it give to others 
as great a Blaze as formerly, doſt thou ſee ſo clearly 
the Face of Gop in Chrift, as thou haſt done? is 
thy Zeal cold? or if it do the ſame Works as for- 
merly, is thy Heart warmed with the Love of Gon, 
and to Gop, in them as formerly, but only thou 
proceedeſt in the Courſe thou haſt been in? Art 
thou negligent in the Duties of Praying or Hearing? 
Or if — doſt obſerve them, is it with that Life 
and Vigour as formerly ? Does thy Delight in the 
People of Go p faint and grow cold ? Or is thy 


© 1 a -- 


w C3 K Bo 


—_— 
w 


ſpiritual, into that which is carnal, upon the Ac- 
count of Suitableneſs of Principles, and natural 
Spirits, if not worſe Foundations? If thou art drow- 
fing in ſuch a Condition as this ; take Heed ; thou 
art falling into ſome woful Temptation, that will 
break all thy Bones, and give thee Wounds that 


when thou awakeſt, thou wilt find it hath laid hold 


hath ſmitten and wounded thee, though thou haſt 
not complained, nor ſought for Relief or Healing. 


in this Conditian, if he hath any Regard for his 


poor Soul, let him now awake, before he be entan- 
it 825 beyond Recovery. Take this Warning from 
- op; deſpiſe-it not. PIKE 


Love to them changing from that which is-purely 


ſhall ſtick by thee all the Days of thy Life. Vea, 
of thee already, though thou perceivedſt it not; it 
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(3.) A Seaſon of great ſpiritual Enjoyments, is 
often by the Malice of Satan, and the Weakneſs of 
our Hearts, turned into a Seaſon of Temptation. 

| * | Ss 


Wr know how the Caſe ſtood with Paul, 2 Cor. 
Xii. 7. he had glorious ſpiritual Revelations of Gop 
and Jeſus Chrif? ; inſtantly Satan falls upon him; 
a Meſſenger from him buffets him, ſo that he ear- 
neſtly begs its Departure; but yet is left to ſtruggle 
with it. Gop is pleaſed ſometimes to give us eſpe- 
cial Diſcoveries of Himſelf and his Love; to fill 
the Heart with his Kindneſs, Chriſt takes us into 
the Banqueting-Houſe, and gives our Hearts their | 

Fills of Love; and this by ſome ſignal Work of his 
Spirit, overpowering us with a Senſe of Love, in 
the unſpeakable Privilege of Adoption. A Man 
would think, this was the ſecureſt Condition in the 
World : What Soul does not cry with Peter in the 
Mount; It is good for me to be here, to abide here 
for ever? But yet very frequently ſome bitter Temp- 
tation is at Hand. Satan ſees that being poſſeſt by 
the Joy before us, we neglect many Ways of Ap- 
proach to our Souls, wherein he ſeeks and finds Ad- 
vantages againſt us. Is this then our State? Does 
| Gop give us to drink of the Rivers of Pleaſure, that 
are at his Right-Hand, and ſatisfy our Souls with 
his Kindneſs as with Marrow and Fatneſs? Let us 
not ſay, we ſhall never be moved; we know not 
how ſoon Got may hide his Face, or a Meſſenger 
from Satan buffet s.. Ik 
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BESsIpEs, there lies often worſe Deceit in this 
Buſineſs. Men cheat their Souls with their own 
Fancies, inſtead of a Senſe of Gop's Love by the 
Holy Ghoſt; and when they are lifted up with their 
Imaginations, it is not expreſſible how fearfully they 
are expoſed to all Manner of "Temptations ; and 
how then are they able to find Relief frym their 
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own Deceivings wherewith they ſport themſelves ? 


May we not ſee ſuch every Day? Perſons walking 
in the Vanities and Ways of this World, yet boaſt- 

ing of their Senſe of the Love of Gop, ſhall we 
believe them? We muſt not then believe Truth it- 
ſelf, and how woful muſt their Condition be ? 


( 4.) A FOURTH Seaſon, is a Seaſon of Self - 
Confidence; then uſually Temptation is at Hand. 


Tu Caſe of Peter is clear unto this: Though all 


Men ſhould deny Thee, I will nat: Though I were 


to die for it, I would not do it. This ſaid the poor 
Man, when he ſtood on the very Brink of that 
Temptation, that coſt him ſuch bitter Tears. And 
this taught him ſo far to know himſelf all his Days, 
and gave him ſuch Acquaintance with the State of 
all Believers, that when he had received more of 
the Spirit and of Power, yet he had leſs of Confi- 
dence, and ſaw it was fit chat others ſhould have 
ſo alſo; and therefore perſuades all Men to paſs the 
Time of the Sojourning here in Fear, 1 Pet. i. 17. 
not to be conhdent and high, as he was, left, as 
he did, they fall. At the Trial he compares 
himſelf with others, and vaunts himſelf above them ; 


Though all Men ſhould forſake Thee, yet I will not; 


he fears every Man more than himſelf : But when 
our Saviour afterwards comes. to him, and puts him 
directly upon the Compariſon, Simon Peter, loveſt 
thou me, more than theſe ! He hath done comparing 
himſelf with others, and only cryeth, Loxp, Thou 
knoweft that I Iove Thee : He will lift up himſelf a- 


bove others no more. Such a Seaſon often falls out. . : 


Temptations are abroad in the World, falſe Doc- 
trines, with innumerable other Allurements; we 
are ready every one to be confident, that we ſhall 
not be ſurprized with them; tho” all Men ſhould 


fall into theſe Follies, yet we would not; a | 
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40 Of TempTATION, the 
. thall never go off from our walking with Gop; it 
is impoſſible our Hearts ſhould be fo ſottiſn: But, 


fays the Apoſtle, Be not high minded, but fear ; Let 


him that flandeth tote Heed left he fall. Wouldeſt 
thou think that Peter, who had walked on the Sea 
with Chriſt, confeſſed Him to be the Son of Gon, 
been with Him on the Mount when he heard the 
Voice from the excellent Glory, ſhould at the 
Word of a Servant-Girl, inſtantly fall a Curſing 
and Swearing that he knew Him not ? Let them 
take Heed of Self-Confidence who have any Mind 
to take Heed of Sin. And this is the firſt Thing in 
our Watching, to conſider well the Seafons wherein 
Temptation uſually makes its Approaches, and be 
armed againſt them, And theſe are ſome of the 
Seaſons wherein Temptations are nigh at Hand. 
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HAT Part of Watchfulneſß againſt Tempta- 
1 tion which we have conſidered, regards the 

outward Means, Occaſions, and Advantages 
of Temptation; proceed we now to that which re- 
ſpects the Heart itſelf ; Watching or keeping of the 
Heart, which above all Keepings we are obliged to, 
comes within the Compaſs of this Duty alfo ; for 
— right Performance whereof, take theſe enſuing 
AK >. | | _ 


1. LET 


1. LET him that would not enter into Temp- 


tation labour to know his own Heart, to be ac- 
quainted with his own Spirit, his natural Frame 
and Temper, his Luſts and Corruptions, his natu- 


ral, ſinful, or Spiritual Weakneſſes, that finding 
where his Weakneſs lies, he may be careful to keep 
at a Diſtance from all Occaſions of Sin, 


Ovr Saviour tells the Diſciples, that they knew 


not what Spirit they were of, which under a Pretence 


of Zeal betrayed them into Ambition and Defire of 


Revenge. Had they known it, they would have 
watched over themſelves. David tells us, P/al. 
xviii. 23. that he conſidered his Ways, and kept 
himſelf from his Iniquity, which he was particularly 


rone to. 


THERE are Advantages for Temptations lying 


often in Mens natural Tempers and Conſtitutions : 
Some are naturally gentle, eaſy to be intreated, pli- 
able, which though it be the nobleſt Temper of 
Nature, yet if not watched over, will be a Means 
of innumerable Surprizals and Intanglements. O- 
thers are earthly, froward, moroſe ; ſo that Envy, 
Malice, Selfiſhneſs, Peeviſhneſs, harſh Thoughts 
of others, Repinings, lie at the very Door of their 
Natures, and they can ſcarce ſtep out, but they are 
in the Snare of one or other of them : Others are 
paſſionate, and the like. Now he that would watch 
that he enter not into Temptation, had need be ac- 
quainted with his own natural 'Temper ; that he 
may watch over the Treacheries that lie in it con- 
tinually ; take Heed left you have a Jehr in you, 
that ſhall make you drive furiouſly, or, a Fonah in 
you, that will make you ready to repine , or a Da- 
vid that will make you haſty in your Determina- 
tions as he was often in the Warmth of his natural 
Temper, He who watches not this throughly, 
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who 
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who is not exactly fkil'd in the Knowledge of 
himſelf, will never be diſentangled from oneTemp- | 


ration or another. 
of 1 " n 0 5 


AGAIN, as Men have peculiar natural Tem- 
pers, ſo Men may have peculiar Corruptions, 
which either by their natural Conſtitution or Edu- 
cation and other Prejudices, have got deep Root- 
ing in them. This alſo is to be found out by 
him, who wonld not enter into Temptation, Un- 
leſs he know it, unleſs his Eyes be always on it, 
_ unleſs he obſerves its Motions, Advantages, it 
will continually be entangling him. This then 
is our fixth Direction in this Kind; labour to 
know thine own Temper, what Spirit thou art of; 
what Aſſociates in thy Heart Satan hath, where 
Corruption is ſtrong, where Grace is weak. How 
many have all their Comforts blaſted, and Peace 
diſturbed, by natural Paſſion and Peeviſhneſs ? 
How many are render'd uſeleſs in the World, by 
their own Gentleneſs and Facility? Be acquainted 
then with thine own Heart, tho” it be deep, ſearch 
it: Though it be dark, enquire into it: Though 
it give all its Diſtempers other Names than what 
are their due, believe it not. Were not Men ut- 
ter Strangers to themſelves, did they not give flat- 
tering Titles to their natural Diſtempers, did they 
not ſtrive rather to juſtify, palliate, or excuſe the 
Evils of their Hearts, than to deſtroy them, it were 
impoſſible that they ſhould all their Days hang in 
the ſame Briers without Attempt for Deliverance. 


2. Wren thou knoweſt the State and Condi- 
tion of thy Heart, watch againſt all ſuch Occa- 
ſions, Employments, Companies, Retirements, 

Buſineſſes, as are apt to entangle thy natural 
Temper, or provoke thy Corruption, 


Ir 
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Ir may be, there are ſome Ways, ſome Com- 
anies, ſome Buſineſſes, that thou never in thy 
Lite eſcapedꝰſt them, but ſuffered"ſt by them more 
or leſs, through their Suitableneſs to entice, or 
provoke . It may be thou art in 
a Condition of Life, that wearies thee Day by 
Day, on the Account of thy Ambition, Paſſion, Pit. 
content; if thou haſt any Love to thy Soul, it is 


Time for thee to awake, and to deliver thyſelf | 


as a Bird from the evil Snare. Peter will not 
come again in Haſte to the High-Prieſt's Hall, 
nor would David walk again in the Top of his 
Houſe. But the Particulars of this Inſtance are 
ſo various, that it is impoſſible to enumerate them. 
Herein lies no ſmall Part of that Wiſdom, which 


conſiſts in page our Converſation aright. See- 


ing we have ſo little Power over our Hearts, when 
once they meet with ſuitable Provocations, we 


are to 8 them aſunder, as a Man would do 
Fire and 


e combuſtible Parts of the Houſe 
wherein he dwells. 


3. Bx ſure to lay in proviſion in Store, againſt 
the Approaching of any Temptation. 


TH1s alſo belongs to our Watchfulneſs over 


our Hearts. You will ſay, What Proviſion is. 
intended, and where is it to be laid up? Our 
Hearts, as our Saviour ſpeaks, are our Treaſury. 
There we lay up whatever we have, good or bad; 
and thence do we draw it for our Uſe. When an 
Enemy draws nigh to a Fort to beſiege it; often 
if he finds it well mann'd, and furniſhed with 
Proviſion for a Siege, he withdraws and aſſaults 
it not. If Satan the Prince of this World come, 
and find our Hearts fortified againſt his Batteries, 
he not only departs, but flies; he will fly 7 
#5, Jam. iv. 7. For the Proviſion to be laid up, 
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it is that which is provided in the Goſpel for us. 
Goſpel Proviſions will do this Work; that is, 


keep the Heart full of a Senſe of the Love of Gop 


in Chri/t: This is the greateſt Preſervative againſt 
the Power of Temptation. A Man may, nay 
he ought to lay in Proviſions of the Law alſo; 
Fear of Death, Hell, Puniſhment, with the Ter- 
ror of the Loxo in them. But theſe are far more 
eaſily conquer'd than the other: Nay, they will 
never ſtand alone againſt a vigorous Aﬀault. A 
Heart, ſtored with . 58 will ſtruggle for a while, 


but wag give-over, But ſtore the Heart with 


a Senſe of the Love of Cop in Chrit; with a 
Taſte of the Blood of Chri/f, and his Love in 
ſhedding it; get a Reliſh of the Privileges we 
have thereby; fill the Heart with Thoughts of 
the Beauty of Holineſs, and thou wilt in an or. 
dinary Courſe of Walking with Gop, have great 
Peace as to Temptations. The Apoſtle tells us, 
That the Peace of Go p eee rag xa, Phil. 


iv. vii. ſhall keep our Hearts; pęôga, is a military 


Word, a Garriſon; and fo pg, is, ſhall keep 
as in a Garriſm. Now a Garriſon hath two 


Things attending it. Fit, That it is expoſed 
to the Aſſaults of its Enemies. Secondly, That 


Safety lies in it from their Attempts. It is ſo with 
our Souls: They are expoſed to Temptations, 
aſſaulted continually: But if there be a Garriſon 
in them, Temptation ſhall not enter, and conſe- 
quently we ſhall not enter into Temptation. Now 
how is this done? Saith he, 'the Peace of Gop 
ſhall do it: What is this Peace of Gop? A Senſe 


of his Love and Favour in Jeſus Chrift, Let this 


abide in you, and it ſhall garriſon you againſt 
Aſſaults whatever: Beſides, there is that in an 


eſpecial Manner, which is alſo in all the reſt of 


the Directions; namely, that the Thing itſelf lies 
in a direct Oppoſition to all the Ways thatTeinp- 
F | tation 


. 


th 
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tation can make Ufe of, to approach our Souls. 
Contending to obtain and keep a Senſe of the | PP | 
of Gop in Grit, in the Nature of it, obviates f 
all the Workings of Temptation. Let this be | 
third Direction then in dur Watching again 

Temptation, lay in Store of Goſpel Provifions, 
that may make the Soul a defenced Place, againſt | 
all the Aſſaults thereof. 1 | 


4. IN the firſt Auvmroach of any Temptation, 
thefe Directions following are alſo ſuited to carry 
on the Work of Watching. e 


(.) Bx always awake, that thou mayeſt have 

an early Diſcovery of thy Temptation; that thou 

mayeſt know it fo to be. Moſt Men perceive 

not their Enemy, till they are wounded by him, 

Vea, others may ſometimes ſee them deeply in- 

ſenſible; they ſleep without any Senſe of Danger, 

till others come and awake them, by telling them 

that their Houſe is on Fire. Temptation is not 

eaſily diſcoverable, as it .denates ſuch a Way, 

| or Thing, as may be made Uſe of for the Ends 

of Temptation; few take Notice of it, until it 

s tog late; and they find themſelves entangled, | 
f not wounded. Watch then, to underſtand be- 1 
times the Snares that ate laid for thee; to under- 1 
| ſtand the Advantages thy Enemies have againſt - 

thee, , before they get Strength; before they are 

incorporated with thy Luſts, and have' diſtilled 

Poiſon into thy Sou. 3 


(32.) Consrntr the Aim and Tendency of the 
Temptation, whatever it be, and of all that are 
concerned in it. Thoſe who concur in thy Temp- 
tation, are Satan, and thy own Lufts. Thine 
own Luſt never riſes up, but its Intendment is 


the worſt of Evils. Hence look upon it in its firſt 
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Attempts, what Pretences ſoever may be made, 

as thy mortal Enemy. Know then, that in the 

firſt Aſſault of any Tem tion, the moſt curſed, 

ſworn Enemy is at Hand, is ſetting on thee, and 

that for thy utter Ruin; So that it were the great- 

eſt Madneſs in the World, to throw thyſelf into 
his Arms, to be deſtroyed, 


Harn Satan any more friendly Intention to- 
wards thee, who is a Sharer in every Temptation? 
To beguile thee as a Serpent, to devour thee as 
a Lion, is the Friendſhip that he owes thee. | 
ſhall” only add, that the Sin he tempts thee to 
againſt the Law, it is not the Thing he aims at; 
his Deſign lies againſt thy Intereſt in the Goſpel. 
He would make Sin but a Bridge, to get over 
to a better Ground to affault thee, as to thy In- 
tereſt in Chriſt. He who perhaps will ſay to Day 
thou mayeſt venture on Sin, becauſe thou haſt an 
Intereſt in Chri/?; will To-morrow tell thee, that 
thou haſt none, becauſe thou haſt done fo. _ 


( 2 hd bt thy Temptation in its Entrance 
with Thoughts of Faith concerning Chrift on the 
Croſs: This will make it fink before thee. En- 
tertain no Parley, no Diſpute with it, if thou 
wouldeſt not enter into it, Say, it is Chriſt that 
Gig, K for ſuch Sins as theſe. lis is 
taking t. eld of Faith to quench the Darts 
of Satan, Eph. C6 Faith doth 1. tang 

old on Chriſt cruciſied, his Love therein, and what 
from thence He ſuffer'd for Sin. Let thy Temp- 
tation be what it will; be it unto Sin, to fear or 
_ doubting for Sin, or about thy Condition, it is 

not able to ſtand before Faith lifting up the Stand- 
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Bur ſuppoſe the Soul hath been ſurprized by 
Temptation, and entangled unawares, ſo that 
now it is too late to reſiſt the firſt Entrances of it; 
What ſhall ſuch a Soul do, that it be not plunged 
into it, and carried away with the Power thereof? 


1. Do as Paul did; beſeech Gop again and 
again, that it may depart from thee, and thou ſhalt 
either be ſpeedily deliver'd out of it, or receive 
a Sufficiency of Grace, not to be foiled utterly 
by it. 28 

2. Fry to Chriſt in a peculiar Manner, as He 
was tempted; and beg of Him to give thee Suc- 
cour in this needſul Time of Trouble, Heb. ii. 11. 
The Apoſtle in s us herein, In that He hath 
been tempted, He is able to ſuccour them that are 
tempted: This is the Meaning of it; when you 
are tempted, and are ready to faint,” when you 
want Succour, you muſt have it, or you die; 
exert Faith Svtifiaty on Chriſt, as He was tempt- | 
ed; that is, conſider that He was tempted Him- 
ſelf, that He ſuffered thereby, that He conquer'd 
all Temptations, and that not merely on his own 
Account, ſeeing for our Sakes He ſubmitted to 
be tempted ; but for us, and draw, yea, expect 
Succour from Him, lye down at his Feet, make 
thy Complaint known to Him, beg his Aſſiſtance, 
and it will riot be e I LOGO 3 


3. Look to Him, who hath promiſed Delive-+ 
rance; conſider that He is faithful, and will not 
ſuffer thee to be tempted above what thou art able. 
Conſider, that He hath ' promiſed à comfortable 
Iflle of theſe Trials and Temptations, Call all 
the Promiſes to Mind; of Aﬀiſtance and Delive- 
ance; Ponder them in thy Heart, and reſt upon 
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— 


it, that Go p hath innumerable Ways that thou 
knoweſt not of, to give thee. Deliverance; as, 


(.) Hz can ſend an Affliction, that ſhall. mor- 
tify thy Heart to the Temptation, whatever it be; 
that, which before was a ſweet Morſel, ſhall nei- 
ther have Taſte or Relifh in it, Deſire to it 
ſhall be killed; as was the Caſe with David; or, 
42.) Hz can by ſome Providence alter that 
hole State of Things, from whence thy Temp- 
tation doth ariſe; ſo taking Fuel from the Fire, 


_ © cauſing it to go out of itſelf; as it was with the 


ſame David in the Day of Battle; or, 


I 3.) Hz can tread. down Satan under thy Feet, 
that he ſhall not dare to ſu any Thing any 
more, (the Gop of Peace ſhall do it) that thou 
{halt hear of him no more; or, 


: : (4) He can give thee ſuch Supply of Grace, 
that thou mayeſt be freed, though not from the 
anger of it, as 


Temptation itſelf, od from the 
Was the Caſe with aul 3 OT, 


(.) He can give thee ſuch a comfortable Per- 
ſuaſion of good Succeſs, that thou ſhalt have Re- 
freſhment in thy Trials, and be kept from the 
Trouble of the Temptation ; or, 


(6.) Hx can utterly remove it, and make thee 
a compleat Conqueror. And innumerable other 
Ways He hath, of keeping thee from entering 
into Temptation, ſo as to be foiled by it. 


13 4 Consiper where the Temptation, where- 
with thou art ſurprized, hath made its Entrance, 
and by what Means, and with all Speed —_ 

5 8 q 


YE op en or rwprurgny 


Nature and Power of if. 49 


i that Breach : Stop that Paſſage w hich the Waters 
have mace i enter in at. 2 2 Soul 
like a wiſe Phyſician; enquire when, how, by 
what Means thou felleſt into this Diſtemper, — 


keeping Watch over thyſelf, to have lain at the 

Bottom of it, fix thy Soul there; bewail that be- 
fore the Loxp; _ up. that Breach, and then 

proceed to the Work that lies before hee. 


"CHAP. VI. 


The laſt genres DIR EC TIN, watch 
againſt Temptation, by conſtant keeping 
the Word of Chrilt's Patience, 


he NE general Direction remains, which is 
25 comprehenſive of all that went before, and 


alſo adds many more Particulars unto them; 
[this contains an approved Antidote againſt the 
r- Foiſon of Temptation; a Remedy that Chriſt 
e-Hunſelf hath marked with a Note of Efficacy 
he and Succeſs, It is given, Rev. iii. 10. in the 
Words of our Saviour Himſelf to the Church of 
"biladelphia. Becauſe thou haſt kept the Word of 
my Patience, I will alſo keep 
/ emptation, which ſhall come all the World, 10 
ry them that dwell in the Earth; Chriſt is the ſame 
eſterday, To- day and forever; as He dealt with 
ie Church of Philadelphia, ſo will He deal with 
$; if we keep the Word of his Patience, He will 


Ce, f 
| wres our peculiar Conſideration. 
— Ver. XII. 5 ”” a 


if thou findeft Negligence, Careleſſneſs, Want of 
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eep us from the Hour of Temptation. This then 
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AND therefore I ſhall ſhew, 1. What it is to 


keep the Word of Chri/Ps Patience. And, 2. 
How this will be a Means of our Preſervation. 


1. Taz Word of Chrift is the Word of the 
Goſpel; the Word by Him revealed from the Bo- 
ſom of the Father. This Word is called the Ford 
of Chriſt's Patience, upon the Account of that 
atience and Long-ſuftering which in the Dif- 
penſation of it, the LoRD Chrift exerciſeth 
both in his bearing with Men, and enduring 
from them. 


TRREE Thing are implied in k ing this 
Word. 8 P ceping 


[r.] KnowLDor: 2. 7 Valuation. 131 
Obedience. * to [3 


Ti. Kobe he 10 will "keep this 
Word, muſt know it. wo = 


1.) As a Word of Grace. 4 
2.) As a Word of Holineſs, a Fs 
3-) As a Word of Liberty. | 
4.) As a Word of Conſolation, 


1.) As a Word of Grace, and Mercy able to 
fave us: It it the Power of Go unte Salvation, 
Rom. i. 19. The Grace _ Gow that bringeth Sal 
vation, Titus ii. 11. Word of Grace, that l 
able to build us ps and to give 7 an Inberitami 
among all them that are ſe ſandtifed, Acts xx. 32 
When the Word of the Goſpel is known, as! 
Word of IO * and _—— 1 the ſok 

vids 


of oO tw eo» qo 


the Men, or Things 
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Evidence for Life, as the Conveyance of an eter- 
nal Inheritance, when the Soul finds it ſuch, it 
will ſtrive to keep it. | 


2.) As a Word of Holineſs and Purity able to 
ſanctify him; Ye are clean through the Mord I have 
ſpoken to you, ſaith our Saviour, Jabn xv. oF To 
that Purpoſe is his Prayer, John xvii. 17. He that 


knows not the Word of Chriſt's Patience, as a 
ſanctifying, cleanſing Word upon his own Soul; 


neither knows it, nor keeps it. 


3.) As a Word of Liberty and Power, to ſet 
him free; and this not only from the Guilt of Sin 
and Wrath, for that it doth, as it is a Word of 
Grace and Mercy; not only from the Power of 


Sin, for that it doth as it is a Word of Holineſs, 


but alſo from all out ward Ręſpects of Men, or the 
World, that might entangle or enſlave him; it 
declares us to be Chriſt's Freemen, and in Bon- 


dage unto none. We are not by it freed from due 


Subjection to Superiors, nor from any Duty, nor 


to © fry 1 Pet. ii. 16. but in two Reſpects, it 
ord of Freedom, Liberty, and Deliverance 


is a 


from Bondage. 


© (1. In Reſpect of Conſcience, as to the Wor- 
ſhip of Gop, Gal. v. 1. "nd 


(2. In Reſpect of ignoble, flaviſh Reſpects to 
of the World, the Goſpel 
gives a free, large and noble Spirit in Subjection 
to Gop, and none elſe; there is adminiſtred in it 
a Spirit not of Fear, but of Power and of Love, and 


! 


| of a ſound Mind, 2 Tim. i. 7. A Mind in nothing 


_ terrified, Phil. i. 28. not ſwayed with any bye 
Reſpect. And he that thus knows the Word of 
x4. 6.4 . Chriſt's 


. ee ee 
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Cbriſts Patience, is even thereby freed from in- 
numerable, from unſpeakable Temptations. | 


4.) As a Word of Confolation to ſupport bim 
in every Condition; and to be a full Portion in the 
Want of all. It is a Word attended with Joy un- 

akable, and full of Glory; it gives Support, Re- 

ſhment, Peace, Conſolation in every Condition. 
Thus to know the Word of Chri/”s Patience, thus 
to know the Goſpel, is the firſt Part, and it is a 
great Part of this Condition of our Preſervation 
from the Hour and Power of Temptation. 


1 VALUATION of what is thus known, be- 
longs to the Keeping of this Word, it is to be 
kept as @ Treaſure, 2 Tim. i. 14. Ti zap ragt 
bee, that excellent Depoſitum, that is, the Word of 
the Goſpel, 2 faith the Apoſtle, by $174 
 Ghoft; * held faſt the pers y” Word, Tit. i. 
— is 2 Treaſure, a Tad Word, hold 
It is a Word that comprizes the whole In- 
tereſt of Obes in the World. To value that as 
our chief Treaſure, is to * the Word of 
ChrifPs Patience. 


[3-] OD Nc; perſonal Obedience, in the 
univerſal Obſervation of all the Commands of 
Chrift, is the Keeping of his Word. Cloſe Ad- 
herence unto Chri/t in Holineſs, a univerſal 
Obedience, when the Oppoſition the doth 
meet with, doth render it ſignally the ord of 
his Patience, is the Life and Soul of the Duty re- 
quired. | 


Ws are arrived then to the Sum of this Con- 
dition of Freedom from the Power of Temptation; 
he that having a due Acquaintance with the Goſ- 
pel, as a Word of Mercy, Holineſs, Liberty and 


Con- 
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Conſolation, values it as his choiceſt Treaſure; 
makes it his Buſineſs, and the Work of his Life, 
to give himſelf up to it in univerſal Obedience, then 
eſpecially, when Oppoſition and Apoſtacy put the 
Patience of Chry/t to the utmoſt, he ſhall be pre- 
ſerved from the Hour of Temptation. 


THis is that which is comprehenſive of all that 
went before; and is excluſive of all other Ways 
for obtaining the End propoſed; nor let any Man 
think without this, to be kept one Hour from en- 
tering into Temptation. | 


2. THAT this will be a ſure Preſeryativ 
may appear, from the enſuing Conſiderations: 


| (1.) Ir hath the Promiſe of Preſervation, and 
this alone hath ſo. It is ſolemnly promiſed to the 
Church of Philadelphia on this Account. 


Now in wa Promiſe there are three Things 
to be confidered. N 


..] Taz Faithfulneſs of the Father who gives 
., | 


[2.] Tu Grace of the Son which is the Mat- 
ter of it. Tit ad: ³˙¹Ü— ü ds 
[3.] Tus Power and Effesey of the Holy 
Ghoſt which puts the Promiſe in Execution. And 
all theſe are en for the Preſervation of ſuch 


Perſons from the Hour of Temptation. 


: 


(2.) Taxis conſtant, univerſal n of 
Chri/s Word of Patience, will keep the Heart 
and Soul in a Frame, wherein no preva- 
lent Temptation, by Virtue of any Advantages 
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whatever can ſeize upon it, ſo as totally to pre- 


vail againſt it. This exerciſes Grace in all the 
Faculties of the Soul; and compaſſes it with the 
whole Armour of Gop: The Underſtanding is 
full of Light, the Affections of Love; let the 
Wind blow from what Quarter it will, the Soul is 
fortified; let the Enemy aſſault when, or by what 
Means he pleaſeth, all Things in the Soul are 
upon the Guard: Eſpecially upon a two- fold Ac- 
_ 1 Deliverance and Security ariſe from 


[1.] By the Mortification of the Heart to the 
Matter of Temptations. The Prevalency of any 
Temptation arifes from hence, that the Heart is 
ready to cloſe with the Matter of it. There are 
Luſts within, ſuited to the Propoſals of the World, 
or Satan without. Now keeping the Word of 
 Chri/?s Patience, in the Manner declared, keeps 

the mortified to theſe Things. I am crucified 
with Chrift; he that keeps cloſe to Chi, is cru- 
cified with Him; and is dead to all the Deſires of 
the Fleſh and the World: Here the Match is bro- 
ken, and all Love, entangling Love diffolved. 


[2.] Is this Frame the Heart is filled with bet- 
ter Things, and fo fortified yy je the Matter of 
any Temptation. See what Reſolution this puts 
Paul upon, Phil. iv, B., All is Lofs and Dung to 
him. Who would go out of his Way, to have his 
Arms full of Loſs and Dung? And whence is it, 
that he hath this Eftimation' of the moſt defirable 


Things in the World? It is from that dear Efti- 


mation he had of the Excellency of Chriſß; when 
the Soul is exereiſed to Communion with Chri/, 
Walking with Him ; he drinks new Wine, and 
cannot deſire the old Things of the World, for he 
ys the New is better. He Taftes every Day how 
Carnes 6 gracious 
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gracious the LoRD is, and therfore longs not after 
the Sweetneſs of forbidden Things. He chat makes. 

it his Buſineſs to eat daily of the Tree of Life, will 
have no Appetite unto other F ruit, the Tree 
— bare idem dem te . in the . 


(3. He that io keope the Word of Chrif's Pa- 
tience, is always furniſhed with ring Conſi- 


derations, and Preſerving Principle 


Lt.] Hz is furniſhed with 3 
tions; that powerfu jeans ohms Soul in Walk- 
ing ditigently with-Chr:/7 the Senſe of 2 
which reader oo A eontdersy f 


1.) FRE Concern of Chrif, whom his Soul 
loves. He conſiders that the Preſence of Chrift is 
with him, his Eye upon him, that he ponders his 
Heart and Ways, as one greatly coneerned in his 
Deportment, in a Time of Trial. So Chrift ma- 
— Himſelf to do, — oh, 20. *. conſi- 
ders all; what is accepta t is to be rejected: 
He knows that Chrift is &oncerned in his onour, 
that his Name be not evil ſpoken of by Reaſon of 
him; that He is concerned in Love to his Soul ;. 
having that Deſign upon him to preſent him Holy, 
and Unblameable, and Unreproveable in his Sight; 
concerned on the Account of this Goſpel, the Pro- 
greſs and Atceptation of it in the World; its Beau- 
would be ſlurred, its good Things vie its 
ogreſs ſtopped, if ſuch an one be prevailed againſt; 

concerned in his Love to others, who are griev- 
-_ ſcandalized, and perhaps ruined by the Mi- 
rriages of ſuch. There is no Man who keeps the 
Word of the Patience of Chriſt, but is full of this 


Oo end Bu 2 — e Heart and. 


* 
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Spirit, and the Love of Chrift conſtrains him fo ts 
tene ane. un Vo 


2. ) Ta E Conſideration of the Pomotations of 
Chriſtin his Behalf, and the Con queſt He made in 


all Aſſaults, dwell alſo on his Spirit. The Prince 


of this World came upon Him, every Thing in 
Earth or Hell, 'that hath either Allurement or Af- 
frightment in it, was propoſed to Him, to divert 
Him from the Work of Mediation, which He had 
undertaken: His whole Life He calls the Time of 
his Temptation; but He refiſted all, conquered all, 
and is become a Captain of Salvation to them chat 
obey Him. And, fays the Soul, ſhall this Temp- 
tation, theſe Arguings, this plauſible Pretence, this 
Sloth, this Self-love, this Senſuality, this Bait of 
the World, turn me aſide, prevail over me, to de- 
ſext Him who went before me, in the Ways of all 
Temptations that his boly Nature: was e 
toy for my God)? | aft 


30 Tnobchrs of the Lok 11 of the 
Smiles of the Countenance of Chri/t, frequently ex- 
erciſe ſuch a Soul. He knows what it is to enjoy 
the Favour of Chriſt, to have a Senſe of his Love, 
to converſe with Him; and perhaps knows alſo, 
pow” it is to be in the Dark, diſtanced from Him. 


| [u. He that, keeps. the Word of Chriffs Pati- 
2 hath 1 enen OM he is 


1. 3 In all Things he — by Faith. Now upon | 


a twofold Account hath F Oy the Power of 
ſervation from Ane annexed to it. 


(3- BSA it 3 "the Soul of its awa 
Wildpm, * and Fulneſs, that it 5 
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act in the Wiſdom and Fulneſs of Chrift. The on- 
ly Advice for Preſervation in Trials and Tempta- 
tions lies in that of the wiſe Man, Prov. iii. 5. 
Truſt in the Lo RD with all thime Heart, and lean 
not to thine own Underflanding. This is the Work of 
Faith: The great Falling of Men in Trials, is their 


leaning to their own Underſtanding. What is the 
Iſſue of it? Fob xviii. 7. The Steps of bis Strength 
ſhall be ſtraigbtned, and his own Caunfel ſhall caft 
him down. Firſt he ſhall be entangled, and then 
caſt down; and all by his own Counſel, until he 
come to be aſhamed of it; when ever in our Trials, 
we conſult our own Underftandings, the Principle 
of Living by Faith is ſtifled, and we thall iu the 
Iſſue be caſt down by our own Counſels. Now no- 
thing can empty the Heart of this, but Faith, not 
living to ourſelves, but having Chri to live in us. 


(2. Farr, making the Soul poor, empty, 
helpleſs in its ſelf, engages the Power of 7 


2.) Lov to the Saints, with Gare that they ſuf- 
fer not upon our Account, is a great preſerving - 
Principle in a Time of Temptation. How power- 
ful this was in David, he declares in that earneft 
Prayer, P/al. Ixix. 6. Let not them that wait on Thee, 
O Lox D GO of Hefts, be aſhamed for my ſake. 
Let not thoſe that ſeek Thee be con for my ſake, 
0 Gop of Ifrael. O let not me ſo miſcarry, that 
thoſe for whom I would lay down my Life, ſhould 


WovuLp you then be kept from the Hour of 
Temptation, would you watch againſt entering 
to it, as Deductions from what hath been deli- 
"red in this Chapter, take the enſuing Cautions. 


1. TaKE 
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1. TAK R Heed of leaning on deceitful Aſſiſt- 
ances ; As, | 

(.) On your own Counſels, Underſtandings, 
Reaſonings, though you argue in them never ſo 
plauſibly, they will leave you, betray you; when 
the Temptation comes to any Height, they will all 
turn and take Part with your Enemy, and plead as 
much for the Matter of the Temptation, as they 
pleaded againſt it before. 3 


2.) Tur moſt vigorous Actings by Prayer, 
_ Faſting, and other ſuch Means againſt that parti- 
cular Temptation, wherewith you are exercil- 
ed. This will not avail you, if in the mean 
Time there be Neglects on other Accounts: To 
hear a Man wreſtle, cry, contend as to any parti- 
| cular Temptation, and immediately fall into world- 
ly Ways, worldly Compliances, - Looſeneſs, and 
Negligence in other Things: It is Righteous with 
Tofu Chrift to leave ſuch an one to the Hour d 
4 emptation. 


(3) Tux Security of Saints Perſever- 
ance, and Preſervation from total Apoſtaſy. Every 
Security that God gives us, is good in its Kind, 
and for the Purpoſe for which it is given to us; but 
when it is given for one End, to us it for another, 
that is not or profitable. To make Uſe of the 
general Aſſurance of Preſervation from total Apo 
tacy, to ſupport the Spirit in a particular Tempts 
tion, will not advantage the Soul. Many relieve 
themſelves with this, until they find themſelves 1 


the Depth of Perplexities. 
2. APPLY yourſelves to this great Preſervation 
of faithful keeping the Word of Chriſt a Patience 
in the Midſt of all Temptations. 


* 
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Ir you Neglect this, it being the only Means 
preſcribed by our Saviour, you will certainly enter 
into Temptation, and as certainly fall into Sin: 
Flatter not your ſelves; ſome of you are old Diſci- 
ples, you think it impoſſible you ſhould ever be ſe- 
duced ; but, Let him (who ever he be) that fland- 
eth take Heed left he fall : It is not any Grace re- 
ceived, it is not any Experience obtained, that will 
preſerve you from any Evil, unleſs you ſtand upon 
your Watch: Hhat I ſay to you, ſays Chriſt, 
1 ſay to all; Watch. Perhaps you may have had 
ſome good Succeſs for a Time, in your careleſs 
Frame; but awake, admire Gop's Tenderneſs and 
Patience, or Evil lies at the Door. If you will not 
perform this Duty, in one Thing or other, you 
will be tempted, you will be defiled, and what will 
be the End thereof ? 


THis may ſeem but as a Noiſe of Words for the 
preſent, but if ever it be thy Condition, thou 
wilt find it to be full of Woe and Bitterneſs: O! 
then let us ſtrive to keep our Spirits unintangled, 
avoiding all Appearance of Evil, and all Ways lead- 
ing thereto : Eſpecially all Ways, Buſineſſes and 
Imployments, that we have. already found Diſad- 
vantageous to us. f fo. 
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Yea, abel 6 and I count all Things but Loſt for 
the Excellency of the Knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus 

2 for whom I have ſuffered the Loſs v4. 
all Things, and do count ms but Dang t 
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JT is a great Promiſe concerning the. Perſon 
/ Chriſt, as He n 
Cbureb, (for be was a Child born, a Son 

vive unto us, Va. ix. 6.) bat Gop would 
lay Him in Zion for a Foundation,” a Stone, 
a tried Stone, a precious Corner-Stone, a 
ſure Foundation, whereon he that believeth, 

ſhall not make Haſte, I/. xxviii. 16, Yet 
was it alſo foretold concerning Him, That this 
precious Foundation ſhould be for a Stone of 
Stumbling, and for a Rock of Offence, to 
both the loſes: of Iſrael; for a Gin, and 
for a Snare unto the Inhabitants of Feruſa- 
lem. So as that many among them ſhould 
fumble and fall, and be broken, and be 
nared,” and be taken, Iſa. vii. 18. Accord- 
ng to this Promiſe and Prediction, it hath fal- 
im out in all Ages of the Church, as the Apoſt 


le 
Peter - declares - conc * the- firſt of them : 
Wherefore, ! /aith he, 


o it was contained in 
the mms Behold 1 lay in Zion a chief 
Corner-Stone; elect and precious, and he 
that believeth on Him, ſhall not be con- 
founded. Unto you therefore which believe, 
Hie! is precious; but unto them that are dif- 


F 2 obedient 
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n ah Stone which the Builders Sit: 
allowed, the fame is made the Head of the 
Corner, and a Stone of Stumbling, and a 
Rock of Offence, even unto them that ſtum- 
ble at the] Word, being di 
unto alſo they wete 
ii, 6, 7, . 


Unro them that believe, unto the ſaving of 
the'Soul, He is, He always bath been precious, 
the Sun, the Rock, the Life, 4% Breed of ther 
* every ¶ bing that is good, ſcful, amialit 
defirable bere or unto Eternity z 4p 
Him, is all their. ſpiritual and eternal Life, 
ght, Power, Growth, Conſolation and Joy 
bere, with everlaſting Salvation bereafier, 5 
Him alone do they. deſire, . expet# and abtain_ De- 

iveranct from that woful Apoſtacy from Gop, 

_ which is accompanied wihal, which containeth 
t ũ val and meritorieuſly, [whatever 51 
1 evil, noxious and deſtrutive unte our Nature, 
* ee, without Relief will iſſue in eternal 
ay. ery.. By Him are they brought into the near- 
A ines Friendſbip with Gon, abe firme} 
+$£ unto Him, aud tbe moſt boly Communion 
with Him, that our finite Natures are cupabl 
% and ſo condutted unto the eternal Enjoyment 

Him. For in Him ſhall all gt eo 
1/rael be juſtified, -and'ſhall glory, Ja, xv 
25. For Iſrael ſhall be in the 15, i 
| with an everlaſting Salvation, they. ſhall not 10 
r Fithout 2 
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We PRETACE 
' On theſe and the like Accounts, the principal 
Defign of their whole: Lives unto whom” He is 
thus precious, is to acquaint themſelves with 
Him, the Myſtery of tbe Wiſdom, Grace and 
Love of Gop, in his Perſon and Mediation as 
revealed unto us in the Scripture, which is 
Life eternal, John xvii. 3. to truſt in Him, 
and unto Him, as to all the everlaſting Con- 
cernments of their Souls, to love and - honour 
Him with all their Hearts, to endeavour after 
Conformity unto Him, in all thoſe Characters 
of Divine Goodneſs and Holineſs, which are re- 
preſented unto them in Him. In theſe Things 
conſiſt the Soul, Life, Power, Beauty and Ef- 
cacy. of the Chriſtian Religion, without which, 
whatever outward Ornaments may be put upon its 
Exerciſe,” it is but an uſeleſs, lifeleſs Carcaſs. 
The «whole of this Defign is expreſſed in thoſe 
heavenly Words of the Apoſtle, Phil. iii. 8, 9, 
10, 11, 12. Tea doubtleſs, and I count all 
Things but Loſs," for the Excellency of the 
Knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus my Lonxp; for 
whom I have ſuffered the Loſs of all Things, 
and do count them but Dung, that I might 
win Chriſt and be found in Him, not hav- 
ing mine own Righteouſneſs, which is of 
the Law, but that which is thro? the Faith of 
Chrift, the Righteouſneſs which is of Gop 
by Faith. That I may know Him, and 
the Power of his Reſurrection, and the Fel- 
lowſhip of his Sufferings, being made con- 
formable unto his Death; if by any Means 
. * I might 
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attain unto che Reſurrection of the 
Not as though LI had already attain- 
ed, either were already perfect; — IT fol- 


WO 3 U 1 
O am Aa n 0 
This is a divine Expreſſion ef that . of 


par of that Defign which is predominant 


d 3 idea Hand, - 8 * 
forementioned Prediction, as He bath been 4 


I 


ſure Foundation unte all that believe! ſo He | 


bath in like Manner been a Stone of Stumbling, 
and a Rack of Offence unto them that ftumble at 
the Word. There is nothing in Him, a e 
wherein He is concerned, nothing of Him, his 
Perſen, his Natures, bis Office, his Grace, 
bis Love, his Power, his Authority, his Re- 
lation unto the Church, but it hath been unto 
many à Stone of Stumbling, and a Rock ef Of- 
ente. Concerning theſe Things have been all 
the Conteſts, which have fallen out among thoſe 
that outwardly - have made Profeſſion of the 
Chriſtian Religion. And the Contentions about 
them do rather encreaſe than abate, unto this 
very Day ; the diſmal Fruits whereof the World 
groaneth under, and is no longer able to bear. 
Fur as the Oppoſition unto the Loxp Chriſt 
in theſe T bings by Men of perverſe Minds, bath 
ruined therr own Souls, as having daſbed them- 
Alves in Pieces againſt this everlaſting Rack ;. 
fo in Conjuntion + with others Luſts — Inte- 


reſts 


Ine ce EO en Chriſt. u 
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reſts of the carnal Minde of Men; it. bath A. 
led bt Words. je with Blood and Confufion: 
MM. vga 
Ti ME e of the Perſon, Spirit, Grace 
and Authority of Chrif in the Hearts and Con- 
ſciences of Men, is the only Way whereby an End. 
may be Put unto theſe Cane. "But this is not 
to be expetted in any. Degree ef Perfeftion a- 
mongſk tbem <wbo ſtumble at this Stone of Offente,. 
though in the ue He will herein alſo fend forth. 
udgmeul nts, Vitiory, and all the Meek of 
the Earth ſball follow after ir. In the mean Time, 
as thoſe unto whom He is thus a Rock of Offente,; 
in his. Perſon, bis Spirit, bis Grace, his Office. 
and Authority, are diligent under various Pre- 
tences, and for divers Ends in all Ways of Op- 
 pofition unto his Glory; ſo it is the higheſt Duty 
77 —— He is precious, whoſe prin- 
cipal Defign is to be found built on Him as the- 


are Foundation; as to bold the Truth concern 
ins Him, his Perſon, Spirit, Grace, Office and 
Authority, and to abound in all Duties of Faith, 
Love, Truſt, Honour and Delight in Him; ſo 
alſo to declare bis Excellency, to tar the Cauſe. 
of his Glory, to uindicate his. Honour, and to 
witneſs Him the only Reſt and Reward. of the 
— gen W TT 1. 
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concei ve, no Tongue can expreſs the real ſub- 
flantial Glory of them; ſo there is no Doubt 


but that in all che Parts of it, there is a Re- 
Neclion of Failings and Imperfections from the 
Weakneſs of its Author. But yet I muſt ſay | 


with Confidence, that in the whole, that eter- 
nal Truth f Go concerning the Myſtery of 


his Wiſdom, Love, Grace and Power, in the | 


Perſon and Mediation of CnrisT, with our 
Duties towards Himſelf therein, even the Ha- 
ther, Son, and Eternal Spirit, is pleaded and 
vindicated, which ſhall never be ſhaken by 
he umeſt Sue of the. Gates of Hell. 

_ Anvis in the Acknowledgement of the Truth 
concerning theſe T hings conſiſts that Faith in an 
eſpecial Manner, which was the Life and Glory 
of the Primitive Church, which they earneſtly 
contended for, whereby they were victorious 
| againſtall the Troops of Agverſaries, by whom 
it was aſſaulted. In giving Teſtimony bere- 


unto, they loved not plu x eh unto Death, 


but poured out their Blood like Water, edn 
all the Pagan Perſecutions, which bad no 
other - Deſign but to caſt them down and ſe- 
parate them from this impregnable Rock. In 
the Defence of theſe Truths did they conflif in 


Prayers, Studies, Travels and Writings, againſt 


the Swarms of Seducers, by whom they were 
oppoſed. And for this Cauſe I thought to 


have confirmed the principal Paſſages of the en- 


ſuing 


„e the Subjat treated of, for no Mind can 
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fuing Diſcourſe with ſome Teſtimonies from the 
moſt antient Writers of the firſ® Ages of the 
Church; but I omitted that Courſe, as fear- 
ing that the Interpaſition of ſuch Paſſages might 
obſtrufF inſtead of promoting the Edification of 
the common Sort of Readers, which J princi- 
pally intended. 


* 


- 


— hed ; 2 g 
l 
4 
"I i 


* * 1 * 


5 s 

- 1 
4 * 
E 

* * 

#7, a 

% £ 

4 
4 
LES 3 277 


e tiene" . 


_ 
N 
o 
% 
>» 
* 
v3 


RH AEX 
SES! # l 12 85 


212 XPIZTOAODIA: 
o R, A 


[DECLARATION 


OF THE 


GLORIOUS MYSTERY 


. 


Perſon of 0 HRIS , Ge. 


2220800000000 0: 00000000000000 


1 


CHAP. 1. 


Per” 8 CS Matt. xvi. 16. The 
.. SubRtance. and Excellency 4 9 20 Can. 
' Non, n N 


Oz belſed Saviour enquiring of his Diſciples 
their Apprehenſions concerning his Perſon, 

and their Faith in Him, Simon Peter, as he 
was uſually the forwardeſt on all ſuch Occaſions, 
through his peculiar Endowments of Faith and 
Zeal, returns: an Anſwer i in the Name of them all, 
Matt, wi. 15. And Simon Peter anſwered « and ſaid, 
Thou art Chriſt the Son of the living Gon. | 


a TIS 
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the 


che Diſcharge of his kingly, pricſtly and prophet; 
vine 


and Subſtance of that Faith, which they —— call- 
_ ed to gixe Teſtimony unto, and concerning which 


unto the whole Church, that ſhould live in the ſame 


——_ 


Rock will I build my 2 and . Cats 27 7 * 
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Tus ſhort, but illuſtrious Confeſſion of Peter, 
rizeth-cminently the whole Fruth-concerning 
erſon and Office of Chriſi. Of his Perſon, in 
that although He was the Sen of Man, under which 
Appellation He made his Enquiry, (I bem do Men 
ſay that I the Son of Man am?) ) Yet was He not 
only ſo, but the eternal Son of the living Gop. Of 
his Office, that He was the Chri/t, pp whom Gon 
had anointed to be the Saviour of the Church, in 


cal Power. And it is manifeſt, that all 

Truths have ſuch à Concatenation among them- 

ſelves, and do all of them ſo center in the Per/on | 
of Chrift, as veſted with his Offices towards the J 
Church, that they are all virtually Serene: in this 


Thie 2 Sade u as containing the n 


their Trial was approaching, is approved by our 


Saviour: And not only fo, but eminent Privileges 
are granted unto Him that made it, and in Him 


Faith and Coufeſſion, ver. 17, 18. And Jeſus. an- 
ſwered and aid unto hier, #1 MH art thou Simon 
Bar- jona, for Fla and Blood 1 not revealed it 
unto thee, but my Father which is in Heaven. And 
¶ ſay alſo unto thee, that thou art Peter, and upon this 


hall net prevail againſt it. 


Two Things doth our Savidus Fee in the 
Anſwer returned to his Enquiry he Faith of 
— of in this Confeſſion, he F; Ach 65 lun that made 


(2.) The Nature and Truth of the Conſe 427 


both which are required in all the De ples 


For with the Heart Man believeth unto Right 1 


a 
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and with the Mouth Confeſſion is ur unto Salvation, | 
Rom. x. 10, 


Tux firſt Thing which He ſpeaks unto, is the 


Faith of Peter, who made this Confeſſion; with- 


out this no outward Confeſſion is of any Uſe. That 
which gives Glory unto Gon in any Confeſſion, 
and which gives us an Intereſt in the Truth confeſ- 


ſed, is the Believing e ; bye Heart, which is unto 


Righteouſneſs. With Reſpe& hereunto, the Lord | 
Chrift ſpeaks, ver. 17. And Jeſus anſwered and ſaid 
unto him, Bleſſed art * Simon Bar-jona, for Fleſh 
and Blood hath not revealed it unto thees but my Fa- 
ther which is in Heaven. 


He commends and ſets forth the Faith of Peter, 
(1.) From its Effect. (2.) From its Cauſe. Its Ef- 
feet i is, that it ns him 6 - in whom it was. 
For it is not only a bleſſed to believe and 
know Teſus Chrift, as it 2 called Life eternal, 
John xvii. 3. But it is that which hr an im- 
mediate Intereſt in the bleſſed State of Juſtifica- 
tion, and Acceptance with Gop, Fohn i. 12. (2.) 
The immediate Cauſe of this Faith is divine Reve- 
lation. It is not the Effect of our own Abilities, 
the beſt of which are but Heß and Blaad. That 
Faith which renders them blefſed in whom it is, 
is wrought in them, by the Power of Gop reveal- 
ing Chrift unto their Souls. 


2. HE Guike unto the Con hen itſelf, acquaint- 
ing his Diſciples with the Nature and Uſe of it, 
vn from the Beginning He principally deſigned, 

. 18. And I jay unto thee, that thou art Peter, 
— upon this Rock will I build my Church, and the 


Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it. 


Vor. XVIII. G ur 
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Ir is not the Perſon of Peter who confeſſed Chr: fs 
but the Per/on of Chriſt whom Peter confeſſed, that 
is the Rock on whom the Church i is built. 


1. Tux Variation of the Expreſſions proves un- 
deniably that our Saviour intended we ſhould not 
underſtand the Perſon of Peter to be the Rock. He 
takes Occaſion from his Name to declare what He 
2 but no more. And I jay unte thee, thou 
art Peter. He had given him this Ns before, at 
his firſt Calling, Jabn i. 42. Now He gives the 
Reaſon of his ſo doing, namely, becauſe of the il- 
luſtrious Confeſſion, that he ſhould make of the 
Rock of the Church. As the Name of Gop under 
the Old Teſtament, was called on Perſons, and 
Things, and Places, becauſe of ſome eſpecial Re- 
lation unto Him. Wherefore the Expreſſion is va- 
ried on Purpoſe to declare, that whatever be the 
Signification of the Name of Peter, yet the Perſon 
ſo called was not the Rock intended, 'The Words 
are Tu e Hire, x} ii Tavry Tx lire. Had He in- 
tended the Per/on of Peter, He would have expreſ- 


_ 3 {Jas whe 


a a 1 2 


ſed it plainly, Lu « Hirgo., gi on; Thou art a 

Rock, and on thee will I build. At leaſt the Gender 

had not been altered, but he would have ſaid, is} 

rr To IHlirew, which would have wing ſame Colour 

to this Imagination. 


2. Ir the Church was built on the Perſon of po- n 
ter, then when he died the Church muſt utterly 
fail. For no Building can poſſibly abide when: its 
Foundation is removed and taken away. 


F AR A uh, Ee agcey ys 2 


3. THERE is but one Rocl, but one Founda- 
tion. There is no Mention in the Scripture of two 
Rocks of the Church. And the Rock and the 4 
Foundation are the ſame; for the Rock is that ei 
whercon the Church is built, that is, the Feunda- 


tion. 


„S Aa- 
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tion. But that the Loxp Chri/t is this ſingle Rock 


and Foundation of the Church, we ſhall prove im- 
mediately. - | 


4. IMMEDIATELY after this Declaration of our 
Saviour's Purpoſe to build his Church on the Rock, 
lle reveals unto his Diſciples the Way and Manner 
how He would lay its Fonndation, namely, in his 
Death and Sufferings, v. 21. And thereon this /up- 
poſed Rack, being a little left unto his own Stability, 
ſhewed Himſelf | to be but a Reed ſhaken with the 
Ilind: For he is ſo far from putting himſelf un- 
der the Weight of the Building, that he attempts 
an Obſtruction of i — Foundation. He began to Re- 
buke Chriſt Zimjelf for mentioning his Sufferings, 
wherein alone 85 oundation of the Goſpel- church 
was to be laid, ver. 22. And hereon he received 
the ſevereſt Rebuke that ever the Lokp Jeſus gave 
unto any of his Diſciples, ver. 23. And ſo it is 
known that afterwards, through Surprizal and 
Temptation, he did what lay in him to recall that 
Confeſſion which here he made, and whereon the 
Church was to be built. 


Tur Subſtance of the great 22 contained 
nin the Atteſtation given by our Saviour unto the 

Confeſſion of Peter, and the Promiſe thereunto an- 
nexed, may be compriged! in the enſuing Aſſertions. 


1. TA Perſon of Chridt, the Son of the living 
Gop, as veſted with his Offices, whereunto He 
was called and anointed, is the Foundation of the 
Chuch, the Rack whereon it is built.” 005 


. Tun Poerenid Policy of Hell will be always 
engaged | in e to this Foundation. | . 


G4 . Tus 
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3. Tus Church that is built on this Rock, ſhall 
never be diſ. jointed from it, or prevailed againſt 
by the Oppoſition of the Gates of Hell. 


Tux two former of theſe I ſhall ſpeak briefly un- 
to, my principal Deſign being a Demonſtration of 
a I ruth that ariſeth from the Conſideration of them 

all. | 


Tur Foundation of the Church is twofold. (1.) 
Real. (2.) Doctrinal. And in both Ways Chri/# 
alone is the Foundation. The rea! Foundation of 
the Church He is, by Virtue of the myſtical Union 


of it unto Him, with all the Benefits whereof from 


thence, and thereby it is made Partaker. For 
thence alone hath-it ſpiritual Life, Grace, Mercy, 
Perfection and Glory, Epheſ. iv. 15, 16. Col. ii. 
19. And He is the dedtrinal Foundation of it, in 
that the Faith or Doctrine concerning Him and his 
_ Offices, is that divine Truth which, in a peculiar 
Manner, animates and conſtitutes the Church of 


the New Teſtament, _ ii. 19, 20, 21, 22. 


Without the Faith and feſſion hereof, no one 
Perſon belongs unto that Church. ; 


Tram the Loxp Chri/t is thus the Foundation 
of the Church, is teſtihed unto,  1/a. xxviii. 16. 
Thus ſaith the LORD GO, Bebold I lay in Zion 
fer a Foundation a Stone, a tried Stone, a precious 
Gorner-ſlone, a pu Foundation He that believeth, 
Hall not make haſte. The Interpretation and Ap- 
plication of the laſt Words of this Promiſe by the 
Apoſtles is, He that believes on Him, ſhall not be a» 
Hamed or. confounded, Rom. ix. 33. chap. x. 11. 
1 Pet. ii. 6. That is, he ſhall be eternally ſaved ; 
which it is the higheſt Blaſphemy to apply unto any 
other but 7eſus Chrift alone. H | 
that F. 


Church. 


e therefore is alone 
tion which Gon hath lain in and of the 
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Church. But this fundamental Truth of Cbriſi be- 
ing the only Foundation of the Church, is ſo ex- 
preſsly determined by the Apoſtle St. Paul, as not 
to need any farther Confirmation, 1 Cor. iii. 11. 
For other Foundation can no Man lay, but that is laid, 
which is Jeſus Chriſt. _— | 


SSSSSSSSSISSSDESS 
80 CHAP. II. 


Oppoſition made unto the Church as built 
on the PERSON of CHRIST. 


HERE are in the Words of our Saviour un- 
to Peter, concerning the Foundation of the 
Church, a Promiſe of its Preſervation, and a Pre- 
dition of the Oppoſition that ſhould be made there- 
unto. And accordingly all Things are come to 
paſs, and are carrying on towards a complete Ac- 
compliſhment.. For (that we may begin with the 
Oppoſition foretold) the Power and Policy of Hell 
ever were, and ever wall be engaged in Oppoſition unto 
the Church built on this Foundation; that is, the 
Faith of it concerning, his Perſon, Office, and 
Grace, whereby it is built on Him. This, as to 
what is paſt, concerneth the Matter of Fact; where- _ 
of therefore I muſt give a brief Account; and then. 
we ſhall examine what Evidences we have of the 
ame Endeavour at preſent. ef : 


Tux Gates of Hell, as all agree, are the Power 
and Policy of it; or the Actings of Satan, both as 
a Lion and as a Serpent, by Rage and by Subtilty. 
But whereas in theſe Things he acts not viſibly in 

G 3 bis 
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his own Perſon, but by his Agents, he hath alwa 
had two Sorts of them employed in his Service. By 
the one he executes his Rage, and by the other his 
Craft ; he animates the one as a Lion, the other as 
a Serpent : In the one he acts as the Dragon, in the 
other as the Bea that had two Horns like the Lamb, 
but ſpeaks like the Dragon. The firſt is the unbeliev- 
ing World; the other, Apoſtates and Seducers of 
all Sorts. Wherefore his Work in this Kind is of 
a double Nature; the one an Effect of his Power 
and Rage, acted by the World in Perſecution ; the 
other of his Policy and Craft, acted by Hereticks 
in Seduction. In both he deſigns to ſeparate the 
Church from its Foundation. 


Tux Oppoſition of the firſt Sort he began againſt 
the Perſon of Chrift immediately in his human Na- 
ture. Fraud he firſt attempted in his Temptation, 
Matth. iv. but quickly found that that Way he 
<ould make no Approach unto Him. The Prince of 
this World" came, but had nothing in him. Where- 
fore he betook himſelf unto open Force, and by all 
Means poſſible ſought his Deſtruction ; ſo alſo the 
more at any Time the Church is by Faith and 
Watchfulneſs ſecured againſt Seduction, the more 
doth Satan rage againſt it in open Perſecution. And 
for the Example and Comfort of the Church, in its 
Conformity to Chrift, no Means were left unat- 
tempted that might inſtigate and prepare the World 
for his Ruin. Reproaches, Scorn, falſe Accuſations 
his Suggeſtions, were heaped on him on every 
Hand. Hereby in the whole Courſe of his Miniftry 
He endured the Contradiction of Sinners againft Hin- 
Self, Heb. xii. 3. And there is herein bleſſed Provi- 
ſion made for all thoſe who by Faith make Uſe of 
his Example. He calls them to take up his Croſs and 
follow Him; and He hath ſhewed them what is in 
it by his own bearing of it, Contempt, Reproach, 

deſpiteful 
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deſpiteful Uſage, Calumnies, falſe Accuſations, 
wreſting his Words, blaſpheming his Doctrine, re- 
viling his Perſon, all that He ſaid and did, encom- 
paſſed Him all his Days. And He hath aſſured his 
Followers, that ſuch and xo other, at leaſt for the 
moſt Part, ſhall be their Lot in this World. And 
ſome in all Ages have an Experience of it in an 


eminent Manner. But have they any Reaſon to 


complain ? Why ſhould the Servant look for bet- 
ter Meaſure than the Maſer met with? To be 
made like unto Him in the worſt of Evils, for his 
Sake, is the moſt honourable Condition in this 
World. Gop help ſome to believe it. Hereby was 
Way made for his Death. But in the Whole it was 
manifeſted how infinitely in all his Subtilty and Ma- 
lice Satan falls ſhort of the Contrivances of divine 
Wiſdom and Power. For all that he attained by 
effecting his Death, in the Hour of Darkneſs, was 
but the Deſlructian of his own Horks, with the Ruin 
of his Kingdom; and what yet remainsto conſum- 
mate his eternal Miſery, he ſhall himſelf work out 
in his Oppoſition to the Church. His reſtleſs Malice 


will not ſuffer him to give over the Purſuit, until 


nothing remains to give him a full Entrance into 
endleſs Torments. | 


No ſooner did the Church of the New T:flament 
in to ariſe on this Foundation, but the whole 
orld of Jeus and Gentiles ſet themſelves with 
open Force to deſtroy it: And all that they con- 
tended with the Church about was their Faith, and 
Confeffion of it, that Feſus was the Chriſt the Son 


of the living Gon. This Foundation they would 


caſt it from, or exterminate it out of the Earth. 
What were the Endeavours of the Gates of Hell in 
this Kind, with what Height of Rage, with what 
bloody and inhuman Cruelties they were exerciſed 
and executed, we have ſome obſcure Remembrance 
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Stephen unto the Days of. Conſtantine. But altho' 
there be enough remaining upon Record, to give 
us a View of the inſatiable Malice of the old Mur- 


derer, and an aſtoniſhing Repreſentation of hu- 
nerating into his Image, in the 


man Nature, dege 

Perpetration of 21 horrid, inhuman Cruelties, yet 
is it all as nothing in Compariſon of that Proſpect 
which the laſt Day will give of them, when the 


Earth ſhall diſcloſe all the Blood that it hath re- 


ceived, and the righteous Judge ſhall lay open all 
the Contrivances for its Effuſion, with the Rage 
and Malice wherewith they were attended. The 
fame Rage continueth yet unallayed. in its Princi- 


-ples ; and although Gop in many Places reſtrain 


it up in his Providence, by the Circumſtances of 
human Affairs, yet as it hath the leaſt Advantage, 
as it finds any Door open, it endeavours to act it- 
ſelf in leſſer or higher Degrees. But whatever diſ- 
mal Appearance of Things there may be in the 
World, we need not fear the Ruin of the Church 
by the moſt bloody Oppoſitions. Former Experi- 
ences will give Security againſt future Events. It is 


built on the Rock, and thoſe Gates of Hell ſhall not 


prevail againſt it. 


Tax fecond Way whereby Satan attempted the 
fame End, and yet continueth fo to do, was by per- 
nicious Errors and Hereſies: For all the Hereſies 
wherewith the Church was aſſaulted for ſome Cen- 


turies, were Oppoſitions unto their Faith in the 


Perſon of Chri/t. I ſhall briefly reflect on the Heads 


of this Oppoſition, becauſe they are now lifting up 
themſelves 


Pretences. 


were of three Sorts. 


1 I, THAT which introduced other Doctrines and 
Notions of divine Things, abſolutely excluſive # 
4 8 4 


f 


in the Stories that remain from the Martyrdom of 


ain, though under new Vizards and 
"They 
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the Perſon and Mediation of Chriſt. Such was that 


of the Gno/ticks, begun az it is ſuppoſed by Simon 


the Magician. A Sort of People they were, with 


whom the firſt Churches, after the Deceaſe of 


the Apoſtles, were exceedingly peſtered, and the 
Faith of many was overthrown. For inſtead of 
Chrift, and GoD in Him reconciling the World 
unto Himſelf, and the Obedience of Faith thereon 
according to the Goſpel, they introduced endleſs 
Fables, — „and Conjugations Deities, 
which practically iſſued in this, that Chriſt was ſuch 
an Emanation of Light and Knowledge in them, as 
made them perfect; that is, it took away all Dif- 
ferences of Good and Evil, and gave them Liberty 
to do what they pleaſed. "This was thesfirſt Way 
that Satan attempted the Faith of the Church, 
namely, by ſubſtituting a perfecting Light and Knows 
ledge in the Room of the Perſon of Chriſt; and, for 
ought I know, it may be one of the laſt Ways 
whereby he will endeavour the Accompliſhment of 


2. SATAN attempted the ſame Work by them 
who denied his divine Nature, that is, in Effect de- 
nied Him to be the Son of the living Gos, on the 
Faith whereof the Church is built. And theſe were 
of two Sorts. 4 


1. SUCH as plainly and openly denied Him to 
have any Pre-exiftence unto his Conception and 
Birth of the Holy Virgin. Such were the Ebionites, 
Samoſatanians, and Photinians* For they all af- 
firmed Him to be a mere Man. This Attempt lay 
directly againſt the ever/a/ting Rock, and would have 


ſubſtituted Sand in the Room of it. For no better 


is the beſt of Human Nature to make a Foundation 


for the Church, if not united unto the Divine. 


Many in thoſe Days followed thoſe pernicious 
EG Ways; 
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Ways; yet the Foundation of Gop ſtood ſure, nor 
was the Church moved from it. But yet after a Re. 

volution of ſo many Ages, is the ſame Endeavour 

again engaged in. The old Enemy taking Advan- 
tage of that Prevalency of Atheiſm and Prophane- 

neſs = thoſe that are called Chriſtiant, doth 
in employ the fame Engine to overthrow the 

Faith of the Church, and that with more Subtilty 

than formerly in the Socinians. For their Faith, or 

rather Unbelief, concerning the Perſon of Chri/, 
is the ſame with thoſe before mentioned. 


2. THERE were ſuch as oppoſed his divine No- 
ture under Pretence of declaring it another Way, 
than the Church did. So was it with the Arians, 
in whom the Gates of Hell ſeemed once to be near 
a Prevalency. For almoſt the whole profeſſing 
World was once ſurprized into that Hereſy. In 
Words they acknowledged his divine Perſon; but 
added as a Limitation of that Acknowledgment, 
that the divine Nature which He had, was origi- 
nally created of GoD, and produced out of nothing, 
with a double Blaſphemy, denying Him to be the 
true Gop, and making a God of a meer Creature. 
But in all theſe Attempts the Oppoſition of the Gate. 
Hell unto the Church, reſpected Faith in the Per- 
of Chriſt as Son of the living Gon. 


© SECONDLY, By ſome his human Nature was op- 
_ for no Stone did Satan leave unturned in the 

urſuit of his great Defign. And that which in all 
theſe Things he aitned at, was the Subſtitution of 
a falſe Chriſt, in the room of Him who in one Per- 
fon was both the Son of Man, and the Son of the 
living Gon. And herein he infected the Minds of 
Men with endleſs Imaginations. Some denied Him 
to have any real human Nature, but to have been a 
Phantaſm, an Appearance, acted by divine Power; 


ſome 


Man, which would have been altogether inſufficient 
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ſome that He was made of heavenly Fleſh, brought 
from above, and which as ſome alſo affirmed, was 
a Parcel of the divine Nature. Some affirmed: that 
this Body was not animated as ours are, by a rati- 
anal Soul, but was immediately acted by the Power 
of the divine Being, in the room of by Har Some 
that his Body was of an ethereal Nature, and was at 


length turned into the Sun; with many ſuch diabo- 


lical Deluſions. And there yet want not Attempts 
in theſe Days, of various Sorts, to deſtroy the Ve- 


rity of his human Nature. The Deſign of Satan in 


all theſe pernicious Imaginations is to break the Al- 
liance between Chri/t in his human Nature and the 
Church, whereon the Salvation of it doth abſolutely 


depend. 


* 


TrinDLy, he raiſed a vehement Oppoſition a- 
gainſt the Union of theſe two Natures in one Perſon. 


This he did in the Neftorian Hereſy, which greatly, 


and for a long Time peſtered the Church. The Au- 
thors and Promoters of this Opinion, granted the 
Lo RD Chrift to have a divine Nature, to be the 
Son of the living Gop. They alſo acknowledged 
the Truth of his human Nature, that he was truly 
a Man even as we are. But the perſonal Union be- 
tween-theſe two Natures they denied. An Union 


they ſaid there was between them, but ſuch as con- 
liſted only in Love, Power, and Care. Gop did, 


as they imagined, eminently and powerfully mani- 


feſt Himſelf in the Man Chri/? Feſus. But that the 


Son of Gop aſſumed our Nature; this they would 


not acknowledge. And this pernicious Imagination, 
though it ſeems to make Conceſſions of Truth, doth 
no leſs effectually avert the Foundation of the 
Church than the former. For if the divine and hu- 


man Nature of Ghri/? do not conſtitute one 7ndivi- 


dual Perſon, all that He did. for us Was only as a 
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84 A Declaration of the Myſtery 
for the Salvation of the Church, nor had Gop re. 


deemed it with hit own Blood. This ſeems to be the 
Opinion of ſome amongſt us at this Day, about the 


Perſon of Chri/t. They acknowledge the Being of 
the eternal Word the Son of GoD. And they al- 
low in the like Manner the Verity of his human Na- 
ture, or own the Man Chri/ft Feſus : Only they ſay, 
that the eternal Word was in Him and with Him 
in the ſame Kind, as it is with other Believers; 
but in a ſupreme of Manifeſtation and 
Power. But though in theſe Things there is a great 
Endeavour to put a new Colour on old Imagina- 
tions, eee is one and the ſame in 
them all, namely, to oppoſe the Building of the 
Church apon its proper ſole Foundation. And theſe 
Things ſhall be afterwards expreſsly ſpoken unto. 


_ IrxTEnD no more in theſe Inſtances, but briefly 
to demonſtrate, that the principal Oppoſition of the 
Gates of Hell unto the Church lay always to the 
Building of it by Faith on the Perſon of Chri/t. 


Ir were eaſy alſo to demonſtrate that Mabome- 


2 which hath been ſo ſore a Stroke unto the 
— Profeſſion, is nothing but a Combination 
of orce and Fraud, in O ion to the Perſon of 


Lr is true that Jaan aſter all this, by another 
Way, attempted the Doctrine of the Offices and 
Grace of Chri/t, with the Worſhip of God in Him. 
And this He hath carried ſo far, as that it iſſued in 
a fatal Antichri/tian Apoftacy ; which is not of my 
- Bur we may proceed to what is of our own im- 


mediate Concernment. And the fame Work with 
that before deſcribed is ſtill carried on. The 22 
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of Chriſt, the Faith of the Church concerning it, 


the Relation of the Church unto it, the Buildin 
of the Church on it, the Life and Preſervation > 
the Church thereby, are Things that the Gates of 
Hell are engaged in an Oppoſition unto. For, 


1. Tr is known with what Subtilty and Urgency 
his divine Nature and Perſon are oppoſed by the 
Soxcintans. What an Acceſſion is made daily unto 
their Incredulity ! What Inclination Multitudes ma- 
nifeſt towards their pernicious Ways, are alſo evi- 
dent unto all who have any Concernment in or for 
Religion. | 


2. Many who deny not his divine Perſon, yet 
ſeem to grow weary of any Concernment therein. 


A natural Religion, or none at all, pleaſeth them 
better than Faith in God by Fe/us Chriſt. That 
any Thing more is neceſſary in Religion, but what 
natural Light will diſcover and conduct us in, with 
the moral, Duties of Righteouſneſs, there are too 
many that will not acknowledge. What is beyond 
the Line of Nature and Reaſon is rejected as unintel- 
ligible Myſteries or Follies. The Perſon and Grace 
of Chr:/t are ſuppoſed to breed all the Diſturbance in 
Religion. Without them the common Notions of 
the divine Being and Goodneſs, will guide Men 
ſufficiently unto eternal Bleſſedneſs. 


3. THERE are ſome who have fo ordered the 
Frame of Religion, that it is very uncertain, whe- 
ther they leave any Place for the Perſon of Chriſt 
in it or no. For beſides their Denial of the e 
tical Union of his Nature, they aſcribe all that unto 
a Light within them, which Go will effect only 


by Cbri/t as a Mediator. What are the internal 


AQtings of their Minds, as to Faith and Truſt in 
Vor. XVIII. „ Him, 
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Him, Iknow not ; but from their outward Profeſ- 


ſion He ſeems to be almoſt excluded. 


4. THERE are not a few who pretend high unto 
Religion and Devotion, who declare no erroneous 
Conceptions about .the N of Chriſt, who yet 
manifeſt themſelves not to have that Regard unto 
Him, which the Goſpel preſcribes and requires. 
Hence have we ſo many Diſcourſes publiſhed about 
practical Holineſs and Duties of Obedience, written 
with great Elegancy of Stile, and Seriouſneſs in Ar- 
gument, in which we can meet with little or nothing 
—_—_ Chrift, his Office or his Grace are 
concerned. Yea it is odds, but we ſhall meet with 
ſome Neflections on thoſe who judge them to be the 
Life and Center of our Religion. "The Things of 
Chrift beyond the Example of his Converſation on 


the Earth, are of no Uſe with ſuch Perſons unto 
the Promotion of Piety and Goſpel- Obedience. 


Tuar by theſe, and the like Means, Satan doth 
yet attempt the Ruin of the Church as to its Build- 


ing on an everlaſting Rock, falls under the Obſer- 


vation of all who are concerned in its Welfare. 
And whatever others may apprehend concerning 
this State of Things, how any that love the Loxp 
Feſus in Sincerity, eſpecially ſuch as are called to 

eclare and repreſent Him unto Men in the Office 
of the Miniſtry, can acquit themſelves without giv- 
ing their Teſtimony againſt, and endeavouring to 
ſtop what lies in them, the Progreſs of this prevail- 
ing Declenſion from the only Foundation of the 


Church, I know not. 
Sou few Things concerning the Perſon of Chrift 


with reſpect unto the Confeſſion of Peter, will be 


compriſed in the enſuing Diſcourſe. And ſome 
Things I muſt premiſe in general. As, . 
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1. The Inſtances which I ſhall give concerning 
the Uſe and Conſideration of the Perſon of Chriſt in 
Chriſtian Religion, are but few, and thoſe perhaps 

not the moſt St which the greater ſpiritual Wil- 

dom of others might propoſe. And indeed who ſhall 
declare what are the chief Inſtances of this incom; 
prehenſible Effect of divine Wiſdom? M bat is his 
Name, and what is his Son's Name if thou canſt tell? 
Prov. xxx. 4. See Iſa. ix. 6. It is enough for us 
to ſtand in an holy Admiration at the Shore of this 
unſearchable Ocean, and to gather up ſome Parcels 
of that divine Treaſure, wherewith the Scripture of 
Truth is enriched. _ | 


2. I MAKE no Pretence of ſearching into the 
Bottom of any Part of this great Ay/kery of Gadli- 
neſs, GOD manifeſt in the Fleſh. They are altoge- 
ther unſearchable unto the Line of the moſt enlight- 
enced Minds in this Life. What we ſhall farther 
comprehend of them in the other World, Gop onl 
knows. We cannot in theſe Thin our utmo 
Search, find out the Almighty unto By eftion. The 
Prophets could not do ſo of old, nor can the Angels 
themſelves at preſent, who defire to look into theſe 
Things, 1 Pet. i. 10, 11, 12. Only I ſhall endeavour 
to repreſent unto the Faith of them that believe, 
ſomewhat of what the Scripture doth plainly reveal, 
evidencing in what Senſe the Perſan of Chriſt is the 
fole Foundation of the Church, 3 5 


3. IsHAIL L not herein reſpect them immediately 
by whom the divine Perſon of Chriſt is denied. But 
it is their Conviftion which I ſhall reſpe&t herein, 
who under an outward Confeſſion of the Truth, do 
either notionally or practically, either ignorantly or 


Church in its Adherence unto this Foundation. 
Howhbeit neither the one Sort nor the other have 
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any Place in my Thoughts in Compariſon of the 
Edification of others, who love the LorD Feſus 
Chrift in Sincerity. 


SSSSSIESSDID002200 


. 


The Perſon of CHRIST the moſt ineffable 

Effect of divine Wiſdom and Goodneſs. 
Thence the next Cauſe of all true Reli- 
gion. In what Senſe it is ſo. 


. HE Perſn e Chriſt is the meſt glorious and 
ineffabls Effect of divine Wildeom, Grace, and 
Power, and therefore is the next Foundation of all 
acceptable Religion. The divine Being itſelf is the 
firſt Foundation and Object of all Religion. It all 
depends on taking Gon to be our Goy, which is 
ths firſt of his Commands. For Religion and the 
Worſhip performed in it, is nothing but the due 
Reſpect of rational Creatures, unto the divine Na- 
ture, and its infinite Excellencies. It is the glorify- 
ing of Gon as Gop, the Way of expr that Re- 
ſpect, being regulated by the Revelation of his Will. 
Yet the divine Eſſence is not in itſelf the next and 
immediate Cauſe of religious Worſhip. But it is the 
Mani feſtation of this Being and its Excellencies 
wherewith the Mind of rational Creatures is imme- 
diately affected, and whereby it is obliged to give 
that Worſhip which is due unto that Being, and 
neceſſary from our Relation thereunto. Upon this 
Manifeſtation all Creatures capable by an _ igent 
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Nature of a Senſe thereof, are indiſpenſibly obliged 
to give all Honour and Glory to Gor. 


Tux Way alone whereby this Manifeſtation may 
be made, is by outward Ats and Effects. For in 
itſelf the divine Nature is hid from all living, and 
dwelleth in that Light whereunto no Creature can 
approach. This therefore Gop firſt made by the 
Creation of all Things out of Nothing. The Cre- 
ation of Man himſelf, with the Principles of a ra- 
tional, Nature, a Conſcience atteſting his Subordi- 
nation unto'GoDp, and of all other Ihings declar- 
ing theGlory of his Wiſdom, Goodneſs, and Power,. 
was the immediate Ground of all natural Religion, 
and yet continues ſo to be. And the Glory of it 
anſwers the Means and Ways of the Manifeſtation- 
of the divine Being, Exiſtence, Excellencies and 
Properties. And where this Manifeſtation is deſ- 
piſed or n „there Gop Himſelf is ſo; as the 
Apoſtle di at large, Rom. i. 18, 19, 20, 
21, 22. 


Bur of all the Effects of the divine Excellencies,. 
the Conſtitution of the Perſon of Chrift as the 
Foundation of the new Creation, as the My/ftery of 
Godlineſs, was the moſt ineffable and glorious. 
ſpeak not of his divine Perſon abſolutely : But as. 
mcarnate, as he aſſumed our Nature into perſonal. 
Subſiſtence with himſelf. His Conception in the. 
Womb of the Virgin, was a miraculous Operation: 
of the divine Power. But the Prevention of that 
Nature from any Subſiſtence of its own,. by its Aſ- 
ſumption into perſonal Union with the Son of Gop, 
in the firſt Inſtance of its Conception, is that which, 
is above all Miracles. A Myftery it is, ſo far above 
the Order of all creating or providential ( ions, 
that it wholly tranſcends the Sphere of them that 
are moſt miraculous. Herein did Gon glorify alk 
9 H 3 the; 
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the Properties of the divine Nature, acting in 2 
Way of infinite Wiſdom, Grace and Condeſcen- 
ion. The Depths of the Myſtery hereof, are open 
only unto Him whoſe Underſtanding is Infinite. 
All other Things were produced by an outward 
Emanation of Power from Gop : He ſaid, Let 
there be Light, and there was Light. But this Aſ- 
- ſumption of our Nature into bypoffatical Union with 
the Son of Gop, this Conſtitution of one and the 
fame Perſon in two Natures io infinitely diſtin, 
whereby the Eternal was made in Time, the Infinite 
became Finite, the Immortal, Mortal, yet continu- 
ing Eternal, Infinite, Immortal, is that ſingular 
Expreſſion of divine Wiſdom, Goodneſs and Power, 
wherein Gop will be admired and glorified unto 
all Eternity. Herein was that Change introduced 
into the whole firſt Creation, po the bleſſed 
Angels were exalted, Satan and his 
Mankind recovered from a diſmal Apoſtacy, all 
Things made new, all Things in Heaven and 


Earth reconciled and gathered into one Head, and 


a Revenue of eternal Glory raiſed unto Go p, in- 
comparably above what the firſt Conſtitution of all 
Things in the Order of Nature could yield unto 

In the Expreſſion of this Myftery the Scripture 
doth ſometimes draw the Vail over it, as that which 
we cannot look into. So in his Conception of the 
Virgin, with Reſpect unto. this Union which ac- 
companied it, it was told her, that the Power of the 
Highe/t fbould averfhadow her, Luke i. 35. A Work 
it was of the Power of the moſt High, but hid from 
the Eyes of Men in the Nature of it; and there- 
fore < bs Body Thing which had no Subſiſtance of its 
own, which ſhould be Born of her, ſhould be called 
the Son of Gon, becoming one Perſon with Him. 
Sometimes it expteſſeth the Greatneſs of the Myſ- 

_ : tery, 


orks ruined, 
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tery, and leaves it as an Object of our Admiration, 
1 Tim. iii. 16. Without" Controverſy great is the 
Myftery of Gedlineſs. Gon was manife/ted in the 
Fleſh. A Myſtery it is, and that of thoſe Dimen- 
fions as no Creature can comprehend. Sometimes 
it putteth "Things together, as that the Diſtance of 
the two Natures, ſhall illuſtrate the Glory of the 
one Perſon, Jahn i. 14. The Word was made Fleſh, 
and dwelt among us. But what Word was this ? 
That which was in the Beginning, which was with 
Gop, which was Gop, by whom all Things were 
made, and without whom was not any Thing made 
that was made. This Word was made Fleſh; not by 
any Change of his own Nature ; not by a Tran- 
ſubſtantiation of the divine Nature into the Human ; 
not by ceaſing to be what He was, but by becom- 
ing what He was not, in taking our Nature to be 
his own, whereby He dwelt among us. This gle- 
rious Mord which is GoD, and deſcribed by his 
Eternity and Omnipotency in Works of Creation 
and Providence, was made Fleſb, which expreſſeth 


B the loweſt Condition of human Nature; without 


Controverſy great is this Myſtery of Godlineſs. And 
in that State wherein He viſibly appeared as made 
Fleſh, thoſe who had Eyes given them from Above, 
ſaw his Glory, the Glory as of the only Begotten of the 
Father. The eternal Word being made Fleſh, 
and manifeſted therein, they ſaw his Glory, the 
Glory of the only Begotten of the Father. What 

eart can conceive, what Tongue can expreſs the 
leaſt Part of the Glory of his divine Wiſdom and 
Grace? So alfo is it propoſed unto us, %. ix. 6. 
Unto-us a Child is born, unte us a Son is given, and 
the Government ſhall be on his Shoulders 5 and his 
Name fhall be called Wonderful, org en, the mighty 
Gop, the everlaſting Father, the Prince of Peace. 
He is called in the firſt Place Vonderſul, and that 
deſervedly, Prov. xxx. 4. That the ä 17 
| | - 0 
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| ſhould be a Child born, and the everlaſting Father 


2 Som born unto us, may\ well entitle Him v unto the 
Name AT Ter 


Tan Glory of the ſame Myſtery is elſewhere 
teſtified unto. Heb. i. 1, 2, 3. Gop bath ſpoken 
uno us by his Song e made the Worlds; 

25 being the Brightneſs of his Glory, and the expreſs 
_ his 722 upholding all T hings by the Mord 
7 his by Hime purged our ins: That He 
| 4 our Sins by his „ and the Oblation of 
Himſelf therein unto Gop, is acknowledged. That 
this ſhould be done by Him, by whom the Worlds 
were 9 who is the eſſential —— 
divine 3 and the expreſs Image on 
| of the Father therein who upholds, rules, ſuſtains 
all Things by the Word — his Power, whereb 
Gop purc his Church with his own 
Act xx. 28. is that wherein He will de admired 
unto Eternity. dee Phil. ii. 2, —6, 7, 8, 9. 


Tuts is the Glory of Chriſtian Religion, the 
Foundation that buy the whole SuperſtruQure. 
This is its Life and Soul,, that wherein it differs 
from, and inconceivably excels whatever was in 
true — before, Wo whatever any falſe Reli- 
r unto. igion in i Inflitu- 
ag yy Arg a e, 
Orderly, Beautiful _ 9 Man being made 
in the of Gon, was fit and able to glorify 
Him as Gop. But whereas whatever Perfection 
Gop had communicated unto our Nature, He had 
not united her r 1 plete an perſonal Union, the 
Fabrick of it quickly fell unto the Ground. Want 
of this Foundation made it obnoxious unto Ruin.. 
Gop. manifeſted herein, that no gracious Relation 
between) Him and our Nature could be ſtable and 
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ſonal Union with Himſelf. This is the only Rock 
and aſſured Foundation of the Relation of the 
Church unto GopD, which now can never utterly 
fall. 2B, 


THERE was true Religion in the World after 
the Fall, both before and after giving of the Law; 
a Religion built upon divine Revelation. And as 
for the outward Glory of it, the Adminiſtration 
that it was brought into under the Tabernacle and 
Temple, was beyond what is repreſented in the In- 
ſtitutions of the Goſpel. Yet is Chriſtian Religion, 


our evangelical Profeſſion, and the State of the 


Church thereon, far more Glorious, Beautiful and 
Perfect, than that State of Religion could attain. 
And as this is evident from hence, becauſe Gop in 
his Wiſdom, Grace and Love to the Church, hath 
removed that State, and introduced his in the room 
thereof; ſo the Apoſtle proves it in all conſiderable 
Inſtances, in his Epiſtle to the Hebrews, written to 
that Purpoſe. There were two Things before in 
Religion : The Promiſe which was the Life of it, 
and the In/iitutions of Worſhip under the Law, 
which were the outward Glory and Beauty of it. 
And both theſe were nothing, or had nothing in 
them, but only what they repreſented of Cbriſt, Gop 
„„ in the Fl:/þ. The Promife was concern- 
ing Him; and the Inſtitutions of Worſhip did on- 


ly repreſent Him. So the Apoſtle declares it, Col. 


Ii. 17. Wherefore as all the Religion that was in 
the World after the Fall was built on the Promiſe 
of this Work of GoD in due Time to be accom- 
pliſhed, ſo it is the actual Performance of it, which 
is the Foundation of Chriſtian Religion, and which 
gives it the Pre-eminence above all that went be- 
KG os 3 ö „ 
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THe Faith of this Myſtery ennobles the Mind 
wherein it is, 11 it into the Image of 
Gop. Herein conſiſts the Excellency of Faith a- 
bove all other Powers and Acts of the Soul, that 


it receives, aſſents unto, and reſts in Things i in 
their own Nature abſolutely Incomprehenſible. It 


is Xyx;S-& Barrouirur, Heb. xi. 1. The Evidence of 


Things not ſeen; that which makes evident as by 
Demonſtration, thoſe Things which are no Way 
the Object of Senſe, and which Reaſon cannot 
comprehend. The more Sublime and Glorious, 
the more inacceflible unto Senſe and Reaſon are the 
Things which we believe, the more are we chang'd 
mo the Image of Gop, in the Exerciſe. of Falch 
pon them. Hence we find this moſt glorious Ef- 

fect of Faith, the Transformation of the Mind in- 
to the Likeneſs of Gop, no leſs Real, Evident and 
Eminent in many, | whoſe rational "Abilities are 
weak in the Eye of that Wiſdom which is of this 
0. orld, than in thoſe of the 7 natural Saga- 
For Gon hath choſen the this World 

Rik ; in Faith, and Heirs of the King, Jam. ii. 
5. However they may be Poor, and as another 
Apoſtle ſpeaketh fooliſb, weak, baſe and. deſpiſed, 
1 Cor. i. 27, 28. yet that Faith which enables them 
to embrace divine M yſteries, renders them Rich in 
n in tha it r 


Bu r jwhere this Faith ; is, the Greatneſs of the 
| cries which it embraceth, heightens its Effica- 
2 in all bleſſed Effects upon the Soul. Such is this 
n/titution of the Perſon of Chriſt, wherein all the 
Glory of all the holy Perfetions of the divine Na- 
ture are manifeſted. So ſpeaks the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 
= 18. Beholding as in a Glaſs the Glory of the 
LorD, we are changed into the ſame Image from 
K te Glory. This Glory wh which we wr U a= 
Glory 


— 
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Glory of the Face of Gop in Feſus Chriſt, chap. 
iv. 6. or the glorious Repreſentation which is made 
of Him in the Perſon of Crit. The Glaſs where- 
in this Glory is repreſented unto us, propoſed unto 
our View and Contemplation, is the Goſpel. And 
thoſe who View it ſtedfaſt, are thereby changed 
into the ſame Image from Glory to Glory; or are more 
and more renewed and transformed into the Like- 
neſs of Gop ſo repreſented unto them. f 


Tur which ſhall at laſt perfectly effect our ut- 
moſt Conformity to Gop, and therein our eternal 
Bleſſedneſs, is Viſion, or Sight. Ve ſhall be like 
Him, 655 we ball ſee Him as He is, 1 John iii. 2. 
Here Faith begins what Sight ſhall perfect hereaf- 
ter. But yet we walk by Faith, and not by Sight, 
2 Cor. v. 7. And although the Life of Faith and 
Viſion differ in Degrees, yet have they both the 
fame Object, and the fame Operations. The Ob- 
3 of Viſion is the whole Myſtery of the divine 
Exiſtence and Will; and its Operation, is a per- 
fect Conformity to Gn, wherein our Blefſedneſs 
ſhall conſiſt. Faith hath the ſame Object, and the 
fame Operations in its Degree and Meaſure. The 
= and incomprehenſible Myſteries of the divine 
Being, of the Will and Wiſdom'of Gop, are its 
proper Objects, and its Operation with Reſpect un- 
to us, is Conformity unto Him. And this it doth 
in a peculiar Manner in the Contemplation of the 
Glory of Gop in the Face of Feſus Chrift; and 
herein we have our neareſt Approaches unto the 
Life of Viſion, and the Effects of it. For therein 
beholding the Glory of GoD in the Face of Jeſus 
Chriſt, we are * hae into the ſame Image from 
Glory to Glory; which perfectly to. confummate is 
the Effect of Sight in Glory. The Exerciſe of 
Faith herein doth more raiſe and perfect the Mind, 
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more diſpoſe it unto holy, heavenly Affections, than 
any other Duty whatever. 


To be nigh unte Gon, and to be like unto Him, 
are the ſame, To be always with Him, and per- 

fectly like Him, according to the Capacity of our 
Nature, is to be eternally Bieſied. To live by Faith 


in the Contemplation of the Glory of God in 


Cbriſi, is that Initiation into both, whereof we are 
capable in this World. The Endeavours of ſome 
to contemplate and report the Glory of God in 
Nature, in the Works of Creation and Providence, 
in the Things of the greater and leſſer World, de- 
ſerve their juſt Commendation; and it is that which 
the Scripture in ſundry Places calls us unto: But 
for any there to abide, there to bound their Deſigns, 
when they have a much more glorious Object for 
their Meditations, namely, the Glory of GOD in 
Chriſt, is both to deſpiſe the Wiſdom of Gop in 
that Revelation. of Himſelf, and to come ſhort of 
that transforming Efficacy of Faith, whereby we 
are made like unto Gop. For hereunto alone doth 
it belong, and not to any Knowledge of the moſt 
- Fecret Receſſes of Nature. i 1 


MorEoveR, this Conſtitution of the Perſon of 
brit being the moſt admirable Effect of divine 
Wiſdom, Grace and Power, is that alone which 
can bear the Tight, of the whole Superſiructure of 
the Myſtery of Godlineſs; that wherein alone Faith 
can find Reſt and Peace. Other Foundation can no 
Man lay fave that is laid, which is Jeſus Chriſt, 
1 Cor. iii. 11. Reft and Peace with God, is that 
which we ſeek after; ¶ hat hall we do to be . ? 
In this Enquiry the Acts of the mediatory Office of 
Chri/t are in the Goſpel firſt preſented unto us, e- 
ſpecially his Oblation and Interceſſion: Through 
them is He able to /ave unte the utmaſt thoſe that 
| | : come 
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come to Gon by Him. His Blood alone could 
purge Our als DA from dead Works, who did 


offer Himſelf unto Gop, through the eternal Spirit, 
Heb. ix. 14. And when the Apoſtle, for our Re- 


lief againſt the Guilt of Sin calleth us unto the 


Confderation of Interceſſion and Propitiation, He 

mindeth us peculiarly of his Perſan by whom they 

are formed, 1 Jahn ii. 1, 2. 1f any Man Sin, . we 

bave an 333 with the Father, J dus Chriſt the 

Righteous, and He is the Propitiation for our Sint. 

„ nnn 
hings. 


1. We ſuppoſe in this Caſe Conſcience to be a- 
wakened unto a Senſe of Sin and Apgſlacy fromGop. 
Theſe Things are now generally looked on as of 
no great Concernment: But when Gop fixeth an 
Apprehenſion of his Diſpleaſure for them on the 
Soul, if it be before it be too late, is wi canis 
Men to look out for Relief. 


2. Tunis Relief i is propoſed i in the Goſpel. And 
it is the Death and Mediation of Chr:ft alone: ; 
them Peace with Gon muſt be obtained, or it 
ceaſe for ever. | But, 


3. WHen any Perſon comes bar roy Fa to know 
how great a Thing it is for an apeſlat 

obtain the Remiſſion of Sins, and an "A SLOWLY 2 | 
mong them that are ſanctiſied, endleſs Olyeions 
through the Power of Unbelicf will ariſe unto. his 


biene Wherefore, l 


4. Tu ar which is principally ſuited to give 
him Reſt, Peace and Satisfaction, and without 
which nothin elſe can ſo do, is the due Conſider- 
ation of this infinite Effe# of divine i ſdam and 
Goodneſs in the Conftitution of the Perſoa ef Chrift, | 
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This at firſt View will reduce the Mind unto that 
Conclufion, f thou canft believe, all Things are peſ- 
fible. For what End cannot be effected hereby? 
What End cannot be accompliſhed that was de- 
ſigned in it? Is any Thing too hard for Gor ? 
Did Gop ever do any Thing like this, or make 
Uſe of any ſuch Means for any other End what- 
ever? Againſt this no Objection can ariſe. On 
this Confideration of Him, F aith apprehends Chriſt 
to be as He is indeed, the Power of Gop, and the 
Wiſdom of Gop unto the Salvation of them that 
believe, and therein doth it find Reſt with Peace, 


r 


The Perſon of Cnxisr the Foundation of 


all the Counſels of Gop. 


Foundation of oll the Counſels of GoD, as to his 
own eternal Glory in the Vocation, Sanctifi- 


cation, and Salvation of the Church. That which 

T intend is what the Apoſtle expreſſeth, Epbeſ. i. 

9, 10. Having made known the . of bis Will, © 
4 


Propoſed in 
ND that in the Diſpenſation of the Fulneſs of 
Time He might gather together in one, all Things in 
Chriſt, both which are in Heaven, and which are on 
Earth, ven in Him. The Myſteries of the Will 
of Gop, according to his good Pleaſure, which 
He purpoſed in Himſelf, are his Counſels concern- 
ing his own eternal Glory in the Sanctification and 
Salvation of the Church here below, to be united 

unto that above. The abſolute Original hereof was 


arcording to his good Pleaſure whic 
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in his own good Pleaſure. But it was all to be ef- 
tected in Chri/t, | | 


Ixus it is ſaid of Him with Reſpect to his fu- 

ture Incarnation and Work of Mediation, that the 
LoRD poſſeſſed Him in the Beginning of his Ways, 
b. fore his Works 1 old, that He was jet up from E- 
verlaſlirg, from the Beginning or ever the Earth was, 
Prov. viii. 22, 23. The eternal per/oral Exiſtence 
of the Son of Gop, is ſuppoſed in theſe Expreſſions. 
Without it none of theſe Things could be affirmed 
of Him. But there is a Regard in them, both un- 
to his future Incarnation, and the Accompliſhment 
of the Counſels of GOD thereby. With Reſpect 
thereto, Go p peo/ſe//ed Him in the Beginning of his 
Ways, and fet Him up from Everlaſting. Gop pol- 
ſciled Him eternally as his eſſential Wiſdom, as He 
was always and is always in the Boſom of the Fa- 
ther, in the mutual incftable Love of the Father and 
Son, in the eternal Bond of the Spirit. But He 
ſignally poſſeſſed Him in the Beginning of his Mays, 
as his Wiſdom acting in the Production of all his 
Ways and Works. The Beginning of GoD's Hays 
before his Mars, are his Counſels concerning them, 
even as our Counſels are the Beginning of our Ways 
with Reſpect unto future Works. And He je Him 
8 Everlaſting, as the Foundation of all the 

unſels of his Will, in and by whom they were 
to be executed and 8 : 


Ss it is expreſſed, ver. 30, 31. I was Ly Him as 
, ore brought up with Him, I was datiy his Delight, 
rejoxcing before Him, rejeycing in the habitable Parts 
of the Earth, and my Delights were with the Sons o 
Men. And it is added, that thus it was before the 
Foundation of the World was laid, or the chiefe/t 
Part of the-Duft of the Earth was made, that is 
Man was created. _ only was the Delight . 
; | 2 tne 
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the Father in Him, but his Delight was in the ha- 
bitable Parts of the Earth, and among the Sons of 
Men, before the Creation of the World. Where- 
fore the eternal Proſpect of the Work He had to 
do for the Children of Men is intended herein. In 
and with Him Gop laid the Foundation of all his 
Counfels concerning his Love towards the Children 
of Men: And two 'Things may be obſerved herein, 


1. Tur the Perſon of the Son was ſet up, ot 
exalted herein. I was ſet up, ſaith He, from Ever- 
ing. This cannot be ſpoken abſolutely of the 
Perſon of the Son Himſelf; the divine Nature be- 
ing not capable of being ſo /et up. But there was 
2 peculiar Glory and Honour,. belonging unto the 
Perſon of the Son, as d:figned by the Father, unto 
the Execution of all the Counſels of his Will. Hence 
was that Prayer of his upon the Accompliſhment of 
them; Jobn xvii. 5. And now, O Father, glorify 
Me with thine Ownſelf, with the Glory which I had 
with Thee before the World was. To ſuppoſe that 
the Lox D Grit prayeth in theſe Words for fuch 
a real Communication of the Properties of the di- 
vine Nature unto the Human, as ſhould render it 
immenſe, Omniſcient; is to think that He prayed for 
the Deſtruction, and not the Exaltation of it. For 
on that Suppoſition it muſt neceflarily loſe all its 
own eſſential P ies, and conſequently its Be- 
ing. Nor doth He ſeem to pray only for the Ha- 
-feftation of his divine Nature, which was eclipſed 
in his Exinanition or Appearance in the Form of 
a Servant. There was no Need to expreſs this, b 

the Glory which He had with the Father before th 
Wirld was ; for He had it not in any eſpecial Man- 
ner before the World was ; but equally from Eter- 
nity and in every Moment of Time. Wherefore 
He had a peculiar Glory of his own with the Father 


before 


* 
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before the World was. And this was no other, but- 
that eſpecial Exaltation which He had when He 
was ſet up from Everlaſting as the Foundation of the 
Counſels of God, for the Salvation of the Church. 
For the Manifeſtation hereof He now prays ; and 
that the Glory of his Goodneſs, Grace, and Love 
in his peculiar Undertaking of the Execution of the 
Counſels of Gop, might be made to appear. And 
this is the principal Deſign of the Goſpel. It is the 
Declaration as of the Grace of God the Father, ſo. 


of the Love, Grace, Goodneſs and Compaſſion of 
the Son in undertaking the Accompliſhment of 


Gop's Counſels in the Salvation of the Church. 
And hereby doth He hold up the Pillars of the Earth, 
or ſupport this inferior Creation which otherwiſe, 
with the Inhabitants of it, would by Sin have been 
diſſolved. And thoſe by whom his eternal divine 


Pre-exiſtence, antecedent unto his Incarnation is 
denied, do what lies in them expreſly to deſpoil 


Him of all that Glory which He had with the Fa- 
ther before the World was. So we have herein the 
Whole of our Deſign. In the beginning of God's 
IVays before his Works of old; that is, in his eternal 


Counſels with Reſpe& unto the Children of Men, 


or the Sancti fication and Salvation of the Church, 


the Loxp poſſeſſed, enjoyed the Son as his eternal 
Wiſdom, in and with whom they were laid, in 


and by whom they were to be accompliſhed, where- 
in his Delights were with the Sons of Men. 


2. Tuar there was an ineffable Delight between 


the Father and the Son in this his /etting up or Ex- 


* 


atation. 7 was, ſaid He, daily his Delight, rejeye- 


ing always before Him. It is not abſolutely the mu- 
tual eternal Delight of the Father and the Son, a- 
riſing from the Perfection of the ſame divine Ex- 


cellencies in each Perſon that is intended; but Re- 
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is plainly had unto the Cownſels of Gop, con- 

ſel pla —— of — lien who is 

his Power and Wiſdow unto that End. 


In: theſe Counſels did Gov Delight, or in the 
Perſon of Ghrift, as his eternal Wiſdom in their 
Contrivance, and as the Means of their Accom- 
pliſhmenr in his future Incarnation. Hence He fo 
teſtifieth of Him, Behold my Servant tobom I 


uphold, 
Ele in whom my Soul delighteth, IIa. xlii. 1. as 


e alſo proclaimes the /ame * Dilight in Him from 
Heaven in the of his Fleſh, Mart. iii. 17 
abap. xvii. 5. He was the Delight of Gop, as! 

in whom bw Counſel for his own Glory in the 
Redemption and Salvation of the Church, were laid 
and Founded. '7/a. xlix. 3. My Servant in when 
# will be" glorified; that is, by raifing the Tribes of 
Jacob, reftorin ' the' Preſerved Ifrael, in being a 
Light anto * tiles oe Saivation of < Gop unto 


- Gon doth Deli + in the aQtua: Accompliſhment 
of his Works. He made not this World, nor any 
Thing in ic for its own Sake: Much Jeſs did 
make this Earth to be a Theatre for Men to act 
their Luſts upon, the Uſe which it is now put to 
and Groans under. But He made alf Things 
Hase, Prov. xvi. 4. He mau them for his Plea- 
fare, Rev. iv. TI. that is; not an Act of 
— „ but to his own Delight and Satisfac- 
a double Teſtimony did He give here- 

unto the vrks of Creation. 


# 


Ee the Perſon of CnRIsr. 103 


Glory, wherein He was well pleaſed. For imme- 
diately thereon, all Creatures capable of the Ap- 
prehenſion of his Glory, ſang forth his Praiſe, Job 
xxxviii. 6, 7. (2.) In that He refted from his Works, 
or in them when they were finrſhed, Gen. ii. 2. It 
was not a Reſt of Wearineſs from the Labour of 
his Work, but a Reſt of Complacency and Delight 
in what He had Wrought, that Gop entered into. 


Burr the principal Delight of God is in his eter- 
nal Counſels. For all his Delight in his Works, is 
but in the Effects of thoſe divine Properties whoſe 
primitive and principal Exerciſe is in the Counſels 
themſelves from whence they proceed. Efpecially 
i; it ſo as unto theſe Counſels of the Father and 
the Son, as to the Redemption and Salvation of the 
Church, wherein they delight, and mutually re- 
joice in each other on their Account. They are alt 


ind Love, a Delight and Complacency wherein i 


no ſmall Part of the divine Bleſfedneſfs. Theſe 


Things are abſolutely unconceivable unto us, and 
incffable by us; we cannot find the Almi out” 
unto Perfection. However certain it is from the 
Notions we have of the divine Being and Excel- 
lencies, and from the Revelation He hath made of 
Himſelf, that there is an infinite Delight in Gop, 
in the eternal Actings of his Wiſdom, Goodneſs 
pprehenſions ings, we may {7 lace ni 
Bor we muſt return to manifeſt in particular 
how all theſe Coun/elr of Gop were laid in the Per- 
c ro which Fad! the Things eat 
ry be fle confidered,” 
1 *} Nn] ˖ **#5) u 10 
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1. Gop made all Things in the Beginning er- 
ceeding Good. The whole of his Work was diſpoſed 
into a perfect Harmony, Beauty, and Order, ſuited 
unto that Manifeſtation of his own Glory which 


He deſigned therein. And as all Things had their, 


own individual Exiſtence, and Operations ſuited 
unto their Being, and capable of an End, a Reſt, 


or a Blefledneſs, congruous unto their Natures and 


Operations; ſo in the various Reſpects which they 
had each to other, they all tended unto. that ulti- 
mate End, his eternal Glory. For as in their Be- 
ings and Exiſtence they were Effects of infinite 
Power, ſo were their mutual Reſpects and Ends diſ- 
poſed in infinite Ii iſdam. Thereon were the eter- 
nal Power and Wiſdom of Gop glorified in them; 
the one in their Production, the other in their Diſ- 
poſal into their Order and Harmony. Man was a 
Creature that Gop made, that by Him he might 


receive the Glory that he aimed — in and by the 


whole inanimate Creation, both that below which 


was for his Uiſe, and that above which was for his 


its original Conſtitution. Thereunto arẽ we Aga: 
reſtored in Chri/?. 


2. Gop was POR to permit the Entrance if 
gie, both im Heaven above and in the Earth be- 
neath, whereby this whole Order and Harmony 
was diſturbed. There are yet Characters of divine 
Power, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs, remaining on the 
Works of Creation, and inſeparable from their 
Beings. But the primitive Glory that was to re- 


% 
# * 8 * 4 


dound unto Gop by them, eſpecially as to all 


Things here below, was from the Obediencs of Man 


| Contemplation, This was the End of our Nature in 


unto whom they were put in Subjection. Their, 


Eſtate depended on their Subordinats ta. 


im in a Way of natural Uſe, as his did 'on Gop 
in the Way of moral Obedience, Gen. i, 26. Y- 28, 
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Pſal. viii. 6, 7, 8. Man, as was faid, is a Creature 
which GoD made, that by Him he might receive 
the Glory that he aimed at, in and by the whole 
manimate Creation. This was the End of our Na- 
ture in its original Conſtitution. Thereunto are we 
again reſtored in Chris, Jam. i. 18. But the Eu- 
trance of Sin caſt all this Order into Confuſion, 
and brought the Curſe on all Things here below. 
Hereby were they deprived of that Eftate wherein 
they were declared exceeding Good, and caſt into that 
of Vanity under the Burden whereof they groan, 
and will do ſo to the End, Gen. iii. 17, 18. Rom. 
viii. 20, 21. | ; 


3. Gop had from all Eternity laid in Proviſions 
of Counſels for the Recovery of all Things into a 
better Eſtate than was Joſt by Sin. This is the 
wav, the Here HAT; Tar, the Revi ſication, 
the Re/titutron of all Things, Acts iii. 19, 21. The 
watifaraivoy, or the Gathering all Things in Hea- 
ven and Earth into a new Head in Chrift Jeſus, 
10 i. 10. For although it may be, there is more 
of Curioſity than of Edification, in a ſcrupulous 
Enquiry into the Method or Order of Gop's eternal 
Counſels, and the Diſpoſal of them into a Subfer- 
viency one unto another; yet this is neceſſary from. 
the infinite }/i/dem of Gop, that He is put unto 
no new Counſels by any Events in the Works of Cre- 
ation. All Things were diſpoſed by Him, in-thofe 
Ways and Methods, and that from Eternity which 
conduce unto, and certainly iſſue in that Glory 
which is ultimately intended. 


4. THERE were therefore eternal Counſels of 
Gop, whereby He diſpoſed all Things into a new 
Order, unto his own Glory, in the Sanctification 
and Salvation of the Church. And of them two 
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Things may be conſidered, (1.) Their Original, 
(2. The Defign of their Accompliſhment, t 


(1.) Turin firſt Spring was in the d vine Hill I #4 
and / iſdom alone. No Reaſon can be given of I dat 
theſe Counſels, but the Hill of Gop alone. Hence the 
are they called or deſcribed by, the good Pleaſure He 
hich He purpeſed in Himſelf, Ephel. i. 9. The I St 

| Purpoſe of Him who worketh all Things according Ver, 

f | to the Gounſel of his Will, ver. 11. Illo hath known his 

2 the Mind of the Lox p, er who hath been his Coun- 

| ſellar, ar tobo hath given firſt unto Him, and it ſhall WM { 

8 | be recompenced to Him again? For of Him, and thro it at 
Him, and io Him are all Things, Rom. xi. 34, 35, bis 
| 36. The Incarnation of Chri/t, and his Mediation exp 

| thereon were not the procuring C uſe of theſe eterna iſ the 
 Caunjels of Gop; but the Effects of them as the 

Scripture conſtantly declares. But the Deſign of I Cree 

their Accompliſbinent was laid in the Perſon of the ſerib 

| Son alone. As He was the eſſential Wiſdom of MW 7h: 

A 80d, all Things were at firſt, created by Him, e 

But upon a Proſpect of the Ruin of all by Sin, God | tion 

would in and by Him, as He ee to be mon 

| incarnate, reſtore all Things: The whole Counſel I . 

78 of Gop unto this End centered in Him alone. men 


| Tuus as all Things were originally made and I Her 

| created by Him, as he was the gt Wiſdom of I 
Gon, ſo all Things are renewed. and recovercd by 
Him, as He is the proviſional Il ſlom of Gon in and I abſol 
by his Incarnation. Therefore are theſe Things put 
together and compared unto his Glory, Cel. i. 15, 10, (2 
17,18, 19. He is the Image of the inviſible Gop, the I ©/ er 
Finft- bern of every Creature. For by Him were al!  "* 

| Things created that are in Heaven and that are in tht | 
Earth, viſible and inviſible, all Things were created F 
by Him and for lim; and He is beſere all Things, 


and by Him all Things conſiſt; and He is the Head Cour 
| of Thin 


ef the Body, the Church, the Beginning, the Fir/t- 
| torn, from the Dead, that in all Things He might 
abue the Pre-eminence. Two Things as the Foun- 
dation of what is aſcribed unto the LoRD Chri/t in 


the enſuing Diſcourſe, are aſſerted, v. 15. (1.) That 


He is the Image of the inviſible GOD; (2.) That He 
is the Firſt- born of every Creature: Things ſeeming 
very diſtant in themſelves, but gloriouſly united in 
his Perſon. 5 | 


(1.) He is the Image r of as 


it is elſewere expreſſed, He is in the Form of Gop, 
his Hentiul Form, the Brightneſs of the Glory, and 
expreſs Image of the Father's Perſon. And as He is 
the Hential, the eternal Image of the inviſible Gop, 
his Wiſdom and Power, the Efficiency of the fir/? 
Creation, and its Con/iftence being created, as a- 
ſeribed unto Him, v. 16, 17. Him were all 
Things created that are in Heaven and in Earth, Vi- 
ſible and Invijible. And becauſe of the great No- 
tions that were then in the World, efpecially a- 
mong the Fervs, of the Greatneſs and Glory of the 
invi/ible Part of the Creation in Heaven above, He 
mentions them in particular, under the moſt glori- 
| ous T'itles that any could aſcribe unto them ; whe- 
ther they be Thrones or Dominions, or Principalities 
or Powers. All Things were created by Him-and 


for Him,; the ſame Expreſſion that is uſed of Goo 


abſolute X Rom. xi. 36. 
(2.) AGAIN it is added, that He is the Firſt- born 


of every Creature; which principally reſpects the 


new Creation, as it is declared. v. 18. He is the 
Head of the Body, the Church, the Beginning ; the 
Firft-born from the Dead, that in all Things He might 
lade the Pre-eminence. For in Him were all the 
Counſels of Go bp laid, for the Recovery of all 


Things unto Himſelf; as He was to be ES 
n 
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And the Accompliſhment of theſe Counſels of Gon 
by Him, the Apoltle declares at 2 the enſu · 
ing Verſes. And theſe 'Fhings are joined i 0 
this Place. As God the Father did IE ing in th 
frft. Creation but by Him as his eternal om, 
obn i. 3. Heb. i. 2. Prov. viii. So He deligned 
nothing in the new Creation or Reſtoration, of all 
Things, but in Him as He was to be Incarnate. 
Wherefore in his Perſon were laid all the Founda- 
tions of the Counſels of God, for the Sanctification 
and Salvation of the Church. Herein: He is/glori- 


fied, and that in a Way unſpeakably exceedin al 


that Glory which would have accrued unto Him 
from the firſt Creation, had all —_ abode in 
theic primitive Oaſtitution. 


H 18 perſon ears | is a Foundation of the 


Church, the great Axſtery of Godline/s, or the Re. 


ligion we, profeſs; the entire Life and Soul of all 
ſpiritual, Truth; in that all the Counſels of the M. 
dom, Grace and Cana of. Gor, for the Redemy- 
tion, Vacation, Sandiification and Salvation of the 
Church, were all laid in Him, and by Him were al 


eee 


CHAS iba 
* of CnRIST the gre 73 
_ ſentative of Gop and bis 7 Wil 


HAT ma be known of God, {his Natur: 

and 7 75 with the holy Nene of bin 

Will A Repre "axial of them unto wk 0 
adation of all Religion n 
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our Conformity unto Him. To #n2v Gop, fo as 


thereby to be made /ike unte Him, is the chief End 
of Man. This is done perfectly only in the Perſon 
of Chrift, all other Means of it being ſubordinate 
thereto, and none of them of the ſame Nature there- 
with. The End of the Word itſelf is to inſtruct us 
in the Knowledge of Gop in Chri/?. That there- 
fore which I ſhould now demonſtrate is, that in the 
Perſon and Mediation of Chriſt which are inſepara- 
ble, there is made unto us a bleſſed Repreſentation of 
the glovions' Properties of the divine Nature, 8 
| 


the holy Counſels of GoD. The firſt of theſe I 


ſpeak unto in this Chapter; the other in that which 
enſues, wherein we ſhall manifeſt how all divine 
Truths do Center in the Perſon of Chriff. And the 
Conſideration of ſundry Things are neceſſary to the 
Explication hereof. . 


1. God in his own Eſſence, is abſolutely Incom- 
prehenfible. His Nature being immenſe; and all 
his holy Properties eſſentially infinite, no Creature 
can perfectly comprehend them, or any of them. 
He muſt be infinite that can perfectly comprehend 
that which is infinite. Wherefore Gop is perfect- 
ly known unto Himſelf only; but as for us how 
little a Portion is heard of Him? Hence He is cal- 
led the mviſible Gop, and ſaid to dwell in Light 
inacceſſible. The Sub//tence of his Nature in three 
diſtinct Perſons, though it raifes and enobles Faith 
in its Revelation, yet it amazeth Reaſon which 
would truſt to itſelf in the Contemplation of it 
whence Men grow giddy who will own no other 
Guide, and are carried -out of the Way of Truth. 
No Man hath ſeen Gor at any Time; the only Be- 
gotten who is in the Boſom of the Father He hath de- 
clared Him, John i. 18. 1 Tim. vi. 16. 


Von XVEBLE a 2. THERE- 


* 
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2. THEREFORE we can have no direct intuitiv- 
Notions of the divine Eſſence or its Properties. Such 
Knowledge is too 2 ir us. Whatever is 
pleaded for an intellectual Viſion of the Eſſence of 
GoD in the Light of Glory, yet none pretend un- 
to a Poſſibility of an immediate full Comprehenſion 
of it. But in our preſent State God is to us, as 
He was unto Moſes under all the external Mani- 
feſtations of his Glory, in thick Darkneſs, Exod. 
XX. 21. All the rational Conceptions of the Minds 
of Men, are ſwallowed up and loſt, when they 
would exerciſe themſelves directiy on that which is 
abſolutely immenſe, eternal, infinite. 


THis is declared in the Anſwer given unto that 
Requeſt of Aſes; I beſeech Thee ſhew me thy Glory, 
Exod. xxxiii. 18. Moſes had heard a Voice ſpeaking 
unto him, but He that ſpake was in thick Darkneſs, 
he ſaw Him not. Glorious Evidences He gave of 
his maje/tatical Preſence, but no Appearance was 
made of his Eſſence or Perſon. Hereon Maſes de- 
fireth for the full Satisfaction of his Soul (as the 
nearer any one is unto Gop, the more earneſt will be 
his Deſire after the full Fruition of Him) that he 
might have @ S:ght of his Glory, not of that created 
Glory in the Lokens of his Preſence and Power 
which he had beheld, but of the zncreated Glory of 

his Eſſence and Being. Through a Tranſport of 
Love to Gop, he would have been in Heaven 
whilſt he was on the Earth; yea defired more than 
Heaven itſelf will afford, if he would have ſeen the 
Eſſence of GoD with his corporeal Eyes. In An- 
ſwer hereto Gop tells him, that he cannot ſee bis 
Face and live; none can have either bodily Sight 
| or direct Intuition of the divine Being. But this I 
| will do, faith Gop, I will make my Glory paſs be- 
fore thee, and thou ſhalt fee my back Parts, Exod. 
xxxiii. 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, Cc. This is all Fon 
ob 
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Go would grant, namely, fuch external Repre- 
ſentations of Himſelf in the Proclamation of his 
Name, and created Appearances of his Glory, as 
we have of a Man whoſe back Parts only we behold 

as he paſſeth by us. But as to the Being of Gop, 

and his Subſiſtence in the Trinity of Perſons, we 
have no direct Intuition into them, much leſs Com- 
prehenſion of them. 


Ir is evident therefore that our Conceptions 
of GoD, and of the glorious Properties of his Na- 
ture, are both generated in us, and regulated by 
Reflections of his Glory on other Things, and Re- 
preſentations of his divine Excellencies in the Ef- 
fects of them. So the inviſible Things of Go p, 
even his eternal Power and Godhead, are clearly ſeen, 
being manifeſted and underſtood by the Things that are 
made, Rom. i. 20. Yet muſt it be granted, that 
no meer Creature, not the Angels above, are able 
to receive upon them, ſuch Characters of the divine 
Excellencies, as to be a compleat ſatisfactory Re- 
preſentation of the Being and Properties of Go p, 
unto us. They are all finite and limited, and fo 

cannot properly repreſent that which is infinite and 
immenſe. And this is the true Reaſon why all Wor- 
ſhip or religious Adoration of them is Idolatry. Yet 
are there ſuch Effects of Go p's Glory in them, 
ſuch Impreſſions of divine Excellencies upon them, 
as we cannot comprehend nor ſearch out unto Per- 
fection. How little do we conceive of the Nature, 
Glory and Power of Angels? So remote are we 
from an immediate Comprehenſion of the uncre- 
ated Glory of Gop, that we cannot fully appre- 
hend, the RefleCtion of it on Creatures in them- 
ſelves finite and limited. Hence they thought of 
old, when they had ſeen an Angel, that ſo much of 
the divine Perfections had been manifeſted unto 
them that thereon ay muſt die, Judg. xiii. 21, 22. 
a | 2 How- 
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Howbeit they come infinitely ſhort of making any 


compleat Repreſentation of God, nor is it otherwiſe 
with any Creature whatever, 1 b ”= 


4. MANnK1ND ſeemed to have always bad a com- 
mon Appreben ſion, that there was need of a nearer 


and more full Repreſentation of Gop unto: them, 


than was made in any of the Works of Creation or 
Providence. The Heavens indeed declared his Glory, 
and the Firmament always ſhewed his Handy-work. 
The ixviſille Things of his eternal Power and God. 
head, were continually made known by the Things 


that are made. But Men generally miſcarried in the 


Contemplation of them, as the At gſtle declares, 
Rom. i. For ſtill they were influenced by a com- 
mon Preſumption that there muſt be a nearer and 
more evident Manifeſtation of GoD; that made 
by the Works of Creation and Providence, being 
not ſufficient to guide them unto Him. But in the 
Purſuit” hereof, they utterly ruined themſelves. 
They would do what GoD had not done. By com- 
mon Conſent they framed Repreſentations of Gon 
_ unto themſelves; and were ſo beſotted therein, that 


utterly loſt the Benefit which they might have 


received by the Manifeſtation of Him in the Works 
of the Creation, and took up with moſt fooliſh I- 
maginations. For whereas they might have learned 
from thence, the Being of Gop, his infinite Wiſ⸗ 


dom, Power and Goodneſs, namely, in the Im- 


preſſions and Characters of them on the Things 


that were made; in their own Repreſentations of 
Him, they changed the Glory of the inviſible Gor 


into an Image made like unto corruptible Man, and to 
Birds and four-feated Beafts, and creeping Things, 
Rom. i. 23- Wherefore this common Preſump- 
tion that there was no Way to attain a due Senſe 
of the divine Being, but by ſome efentation of 


became 
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t of Satan, 
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became the Occaſion of all Idolatry. Hence were 
all thoſe Appearances of their Gods, which Satan 
deluded the Gentiles by ; and hence were all the 
Ways which they deviſed to bring Gop into hu- 
man Nature, or the Likeneſs of it. Wherefore in 
all the Revelations that ever Gop made of Himſelf, 
his Mind and Will, He always laid this Practice 
of making Repreſentations of Him, under the moſt 
ſevere Prohibition. 
WHEREFORE it is granted that Gop hath pla- 
ced many Characters of his divine Excellencies up- 
on his Works of Creation and Providence; but 
none of theſe Things ever did or could give /uch a 
Repreſentation of Him, as wherein the ſouls of Men 
might fully acquieſce, or obtain ſuch Conceptions 
of Him as might enable them to worſhip Him in 
a due Manner. Wherefore, 


5. A MEER external doctrinal Revelation of the 
divine Nature and Properties, without any real Re- 
preſentation of them, was not ſufficient to the End 
of Gop in the Manifeſtation of Himſelf. This is 
done in the Scripture : But the whole Scripture 
proceeds on this Suppoſition, that there is a real 
Repreſentation of the divine Nature unto us, which 
it declares and deſcribes. And as there was ſuch a 
Notion on the Minds of all Men, that ſome Re- 
preſentation of Gop, wherein He might be near 
unto them, was neceſſary, which aroſe from the 
Conſideration of the infinite Diſtance between the 
divine Nature and their own ; ſo as to the Event 
Gon, Himſelf hath declared that in his own Way 
ſuch a Repreſentation was needful to that End of 
the Manifeſtation of Himſelf, which He defigned. 


For, 
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6. ALL this is done in the Perſon of Chriſt. He 
is the compleat Image and perfect Repreſentation 


of the divine Being and Excellencies. I do not 
ſpeak of it abſolutely, but as Gop propoſeth Him- 
* "om the O06) Jeet of our Faith, Truſt and Obedi- 

It is 7 OD, as the Father, who is ſo pecu- 
Baty repreſented in Him and by Him; as He ſays; 
He that hath ſeen the Son, hath mY the Father 55 
John xiv. 9. 


U ro fuch a Repreſentation two Things are re- 
e ( —— all the Properties of the divine Na- 
ture, the Knowledge whereof is neceſſary unto our 
preſent Obedience ir future Bleſſedneſs, be ex- 
preſſed in it, and manifeſted unto us. (2.) That 
there be therein the neare/f Approach of the divine 
Nature made unto us whereof it is capable, and 
which we can receive. And both theſe are found 
in the Perſon of Chriſt. | 


In the Perſon of Chriſt we condter both the * 
nen of it in the Union of his Natures, and the 


Reſpect of it unto his Work of Mediation, which 


was the End of that Conſtitution. And, 


* 1.) Tirentiry is there a bleſſed Repreſentation 

made unto us of all the holy Pr ies of Gov; 
of his Wiſdom, his Power, his G oodnefs, Grace 
and Love, his Righteouſneſs, Truth and Holineſs, 
his Mercy and Patience. As this is affirmed con- 
cerning nll in general, or the Glory of Goy 
in them, which is ſeen and known only in the Face 
of Chriſt; fo it were eaſy to manifeſt the fame con- 


Rug erexy car of Meth in particular. is 


(2. ) THERE is therein the moſt jan ehenfible 
. of the divine Nature made unto ours ; ſuch 


all the Imaginations of Men did ever . ay 


= 2 = kv. =D 


fall ſhort of. In the Aſſumption of our Nature into 
perſonal Union with Himſelf, with the Union which. 

| Believers obtain with Him thereon, being one in 
the Father and the Sen, as the" Father is in the Son, 
ind the Son in the Father, John xvii. 20, 21. There 
is the neareſt Approach of the divine Being unto 
us, that the Nature of Things is capable of. 


Co. i. 15. He is the Image of the inviſible 
Gop. It was neceſſary that this 77vifible Go p 
ſhould be ſo repreſented unto us by ſome Image of 
Him, that we might know Him, and that therein 
He might be Worſhipped according to his own 
Will. But this muſt be of his own Contrivance, 
an Effect of his own infinite Wiſdom. Hence as 
He abſolutely rejecteth all Images and Repreſenta- 
tions of Him of Men's deviſing, and declares that 
the Honour that any ſhould think would thereby 
redound unto Him, was not given unto Him, but 
unto the Devil; ſo that which He hath provided 
Himſelf, unto his own holy Ends and Purpoſes, 
is every Way approved of Him. For He will 
have all Men honour the Son, even as they honour 
the Father, and ſo, as that he who hanoureth not 
the Son, honoureth not the Father, John v. 23, 25. 


Tuts Image therefore is the Perſon of Chrift; 
He is the Image of the inviſible Gop. John i. 1. 
The Werd toas with GoD, and the Nord was Gop. 
The Word tas Gop, in the Unity of the Divine 
Eflence; and the Word was with Gop in its di- 
ſtint perſona) Subſiſtence. The Mara, that is, 
the Perſon of the Son, as diſtin from the Father 

And in this Refpe&t He is the e/entral Image o 

the Father, as He is called in this Place, and that 
becauſe He partakes of all the ſame divine Pro- 
perties with the Father. e 


In 
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In his Incarnation the, Son was made the repre- 
ſentative Image of Gop unto us, as He was in his 


Perſon the e//ential Image of the Father by eternal 
Generation. The inuiſihle Gop whoſe Nature 
divine Excellencies our Underſtandings can make 
no Approach unto, doth in Him repreſent, ex- 
hibit, or make preſent unto our Faith and ſpiti- 
tual Senſe, both Himſelf and all the glorious Ex. 

cellencies of his Nature. "BY 


WHEREFORE our Lokp Feſus Chrift the Son 
of Gop may be conſider'd three Ways: 


I. MERELY with Reſpect unto his divine Na- 
ture. This is one and the ſame with that of the 
Father. In this Reſpect the one is not the Image 
of the other, for both are the ſame. 


2. Wirth Reſpect unto his divine Perſon as the 
Son of the Father; the only begotten, eternal Son 
of Gop. Thus He receives as his Perſonality, fo 
all divine Excellencies from the Father; ſo He is 


the eential Image of the Father's Perſon. 


3. As He took our Nature upon Him, in order 
to the Work of his Mediation. So is He the only 
repreſentative Image of GoD unto us; in whom 
alone we ſee, know and learn all the divine Ex- 
cellencies, ſo as to live unto Gop, and be direct- 


ed to the Enjoyment of Him. All this Himſelf 


inſtructs us in. 


Ht reflects on the Phariſees as an Effect of their 
Blindneſs: and Ignorance, that they had neither 
Beard the Voice of Gop at any Time, nor ſcen his 
Shape, John v. 37. And in Oppoſition hereunto 
He tells his Diſciples, that they had known the Fa- 
ther, and ſeen Him, Ch. xiv. 7. And the Reaſon He 
en gives 


tic 
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gives thereof, is, becauſe they that knew Him, knew 

the Father alſo. And when one of his Diſciples 
not yet ſufficiently inſtructed in this Mytery, re- 
plied, LoRD fhew. us the Father: and it ſufficeth us, 
Ver. 9. His Anſwer is, Have { been ſo long Time 
with jou, and haſt thou not hnown'Me? He that 
bath ſeen Me, hath ſebn the Father, Ver. 10. 


THREE Things, are required to the Juſtifica- 
tion of this Aſlertions'; 5 hunt oozes 


(1.) THAT the Father and He be of the ſame 
Nature, have the fame Eſſence and Being. For 
otherwiſe it would not follow, that he who had 
ſeen Him, had ſeen the Fathgr alſo. This Ground 
of it He declares in the next Verſe, the Father is 
in Me, and I am in the Father. . Namely, | becauſe 
they were one in Nature and Eſſence. For the 
divine Nature being ſimply the ſame in them all, 
the divine Perſons are in each other by Virtue of 
the Oneneſs of that Nature 


(2.) Tuar He be diſtin from Him. For 
otherwiſe there cannot be a Sceing of the Father 
che /eeing-of Him. He is ſeen in the Son'as 
, repreſented by Him, as his Image; the Word, 
n 


Oo — 9 


the Son of the Father, as He, was with Crop. 
Te Unity of Nature, and the Diſtinction of Per- 
ons is the Ground of that Aſſertion of our Savi- 
f our; He that bath ſeen Me, hath ſeen the Father: 


alſo, 


(3.) Bur moreover the Loxp Chri/t hath a 
ReſpeR herein unto Himſelf in his entire Perſon 
3 He was incarnate, and therein unto the Diſ- 
charge of his mediatory Work. Have I been ſo 
mg Time with you, and haft thou not known Me 
Whilſt He was with them, dwelt among them, 

| con- 


G 


* g? 


out which He could not have made a perfect Re- 
| ſpeaks of Him as by whom the Morlds were made, and 


Majeſty on High, that is, in his whole Perſon. 
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converſed with them, He was the great Repreſen- 
tative of the Glory of Gop unto them. And 1 
notwithſtanding this particular Miſtake, they did 
then ſee his Glory, the Glory of the only Beyotten of the 
Father; John i. 14. And in Him was manifeſted e 


the Glory of the Father. He is the Image of the 
inviſible Go p. In Him Gop was, in Him He ff - 
dwelt, in Him is He t,, in Him is He wor- 
ſhipped according unto his own Will, in Him is W | 
there a nearer Approach made unto us, by the di- W /- 
vine Nature, than ever could enter into the Heart WJ i; 
of Men to conceive. In the Conftitution of his 8 
Perſon, of two Natures, ſo infinitely diſtinct in WW ;... 
themſelves, and in the Work it was deſigned unto, fe 
the Wiſdom, Power, Goodneſs, Holineſs and I +. 
Faithfulneſs of Gop, are manifeſted unto us. 6 
This is the one bleſſed Image of the invifible Gon, Ii; 


wherein we may learn, wherein we may con- eit 


template and adore all his Perfections. 


Tk ſame Truth is teſtified unto, Heb. i. 3 
Gop ſpake unto us in the Son, who is the Brightn!ſ; 
7 his Glory, and the expreſs Image of his Perſon 

is divine Nature 1s here included, as that with- 


preſentation of God unto us. For the Apoſtle 


who upholdeth all Things by the Word of his Power. 
Yet doth he not ſpeak of 'Him abſolutely as He 
was Gop, but alſo as He, who in * purged 
our Sins, and is ſat down at the Right Hand of tht 


Herein He is awavyz-uas ro tn the " Effulgent), 
the Reſplendency of Divine Glory. That wherein 
the Divine Glory ſhines forth, in an evident Ma- 
nifeſtation of itſelf unto us. And as a farther Expli-W | 
cation of the ſame Myſtery, it is added, that Hes er. 


the Character or expreſs Image of the * 
; ather. 
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Father. Such an Impreſſion of all the glorious 


P roperties of Gop is on Him, as that thereby 
they become legible unto all that believe. 


Ir may be ſaid, that the Scripture itſelf is ſuffi- 


cient for this End of the Declaration of Gon unto 


us, ſo that there is no Need of any other Repre- 
ſentation of Him; and theſe Things ſerve — 
to turn the Minds of Men from learning the Will 


of God therein, to ſeek for all in the Perſon of 


Chri/?. But the true End of propoſing theſe Things, 
is to draw Men unto the diligent Study of the Scrip- 
ture, wherein alone they are revealed. And in 
its proper Uſe, and unto its proper End it is per- 


ſect and moſt ſufficient. It is the Word of Gon, 


howbeit it is not the internal eſſential Word of 
Gop, but the external Word ſpoken by Him. It 
is not therefore, nor can be the Image of Gop, 
either eſſential or repreſentative, but is the Reve- 


lation and Declaration of it to us, without which 


we can know nothing of it. na. 
5 | 
CHRIST is the Image of the inviſible Gop, the 
expreſs Image of the Perſon of the Father. And 
the principal End of the whole Scripture, eſpecially. 
of the Goſpel, is to declare Him fo to be, and how 
He is ſo, What Gop promiſed by his Prophets 
in the Holy Scriptures, concerning his Son Jet 
Chrift, is fully declared in the Goſpel, Rom. i. 
I, 2, 3, 4. The Goſpel is the Declaration of 
Chriſt as the Power of Gop, and the Wiſdom of 
GoD, 1 Cor. i. 23, 24. Or an evident Repre- 
ſentation of Gop in his Perſon and Mediation 
unto us, Gal. iii. 1. Wherefore three Things 
re herein to be conſider d. | 


1. Tux real Object of our Faith in this Mat- 
ter. This is the Perſon of Chri/t, the os of 
ws OD 
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God incarnate, the repreſentative Image of the 
Glory of Go unte us; as in the Teſtimonies in- 
ſiſted ga- 8 | » =— # 


2. Tas Means of its Revelation, whereby the 
Knowledge of it is conveyed unto our Minds, 
This is Goſpel; compared unto a Glaſs, be- 
cauſe of the Proſpect which we have of the nag: 
of -Gop therein. But without it, we can behold 
nothing of this Image of Gop. 

3. Tre internal Light of the Mind, in the 
ſaving Ulumination of the holy Spirit enabling us 
by that Means, and in the Uſe of it, ſpiritually r 
to behold and diſcern the Glory of Gop in the Far t 
ef Jeſus Chriſt, =x 1 10 ot, F£ +. 


j 
| | 8 Tukovon both theſe, in their ſeveral Ways gt 
of Operation there proceedeth from the rea! O- Hd 

5 


| 1 Poe” Jet of our Faith, Obriſt as the Image of Gon, « 
Fi transforming Power, whereby the Soul is changed v 
F: into the /ame Image. But we may yet a little MW is 
Fi farther contemplate theſe Things, in ſome In- It 
| ſtances wherein the Glory of Go and our own o 
| | ily arp cee ... f 
1 N UB Ids 5 © 47711 IS : e & 1 5 25 ; to 
| I. Tu Glory of Gop's Wiſdom is exalted, and WF of 
Ft the Pride of the Imaginations of Men is propor- th 
| tionably debaſed. And in theſe two conſiſts the ¶ of 
Fl real Foundation of all Religion in our Souls. 
i 2. Turk is a peculiar Ground of the ſpiritual 
14 | Efficacy of this Repreſentation of 'Gop. The Re- 
„ velation that He hath made bf - Himſelf, and of 


the glorious Properties of his Nature in the Works 
1 | of Creation and Providence, are in themſelves 
| | | clear, plain and . Pſal. xix. 1, 2. Rom. 
1 i. 21, 22. Thoſe which are made in Chriſt are 
| 11 an ſublint 
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ſublime and myſterious. Howbeit the Knowledge 
we have of Him as He is repreſented unto us in 
Chri/t, is far more clear, certain, ſteady, effectual 
and operative, than any we can attain to in and 


by all other Ways of Revelation. The Reaſon 
hereof is, not only becauſe there is a more full 


and extenſive Revelation made of Gop, his Coun- 


ſels and his Will, in Chriſt and the Goſpel, than 


in all the Works of Creation and Providence; but 
becauſe this Revelation and Repreſentation of 


Gop is received by Faith alone, and the other 


by ** only; and it is Faith that is the Prin- 
ciple of ſpiritual Light and Life in us. What is 


received thereby is operative and effectual unto all 
the Ends of the Life of Gov. 


3. IT is the higheſt Degeneracy from the My- 
ſtery of Chriſtian Religion, for Men to ſatisfy 
themſelves in natural Diſcoveries of the Drivime 
Being, and Excellencies without an Acquaintance 
with that perfect Repreſentation of them, which 
is made in the Perſon of Chriff in the Goſpel. 
It is confeſſed that there may be good Uſe made 
of the Evidence which- Reaſon gives, concerning 
the Being and Rule of Gop. Put to reſt herein, 


to eſteem it the be/? and moſt perfect Knowledge 


of Gop that we can attain, not to rife up unto 
the more full, perfect and evident Manifeſtation 
of Himſelf that He hath made in Chriſt, is a De- 
claration of our Unbelief, and a virtual Renun- 
ciation of the Goſpel. This is the Spring of that 
Declenſion unto a meer natural Religion, which 
diſcovers itſelf in many, and uſually ends in the 


expreſs Denial of the divine Perſon of Chriſt. 


4. Bxcause Gop is not thus known, it is that 


the Knowledge of Him is ſo barren and fruitles 


in the World. It were eaſy to produce, yea, 
Vor. XVIII. L a " end- 
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endleſs to number the Teſtimonies that might be 
produced out of Heathen Writers, given unto the 
Being and Exiflence of Gop, his Authority, Mo- 
aarchy and Rule: Yet what were the Effects of 
that Knowledge which they had; beſides that 
wretched Idolatry wherein they were all immerſed? 
As the Apoſtle declares, Rom. i. it reſcued them 
from no Kind of Wickedneſs and Villainy, as He 
there alſo manifeſts. So it is among many that 
are called Chriſtians at this Day Great Pretence 
there is unto the Knowledge of Gop; yet did 
flagitious Sins and Wickedneſs ſcarce ever more 
abound among the Heathens themſelves. It is the 
Knowledge of (30D in Chrift alone that is effec- 


| tual to work the Soul unto a Conformity unto ' 


Him. Thoſe alone who behold the Glory of 
Gop in the Face of Jeſus Chriſt, are changed into 
the ſame Image from Glory to Glory. $i 


NHK MMM UN) 
CHAP. VI. 


Power and Efficacy communicated unte 


Chriſt for the Salvation of the Church. 


= 


T is by the Exerciſe and Diſcharge of the C/ 
fice of Chriſt as the King, Prie/t and Prophet of 
e Church, that we are redeemed, ſanctified and 
faved. "Thereby doth He immediately commu- 
nicate all Goſpel Benefits unto us, gives us an 
Acceſs unto Gop here by Grace, and in Glory 
hereafter. For He ſaves us as He is the Me- 
diator between G oD and Man. But hereon an 


Enquiry may be made, whence it is that the A 


and Duties of this Office of Chriſt ſhould have ſuch 
| | : a Pou- 


; of the Perſon of CurisT., 123 


a Power and Efficacy? And this is his holy ght. 
rious Perſon; from thence all Power and Efficacy 
is derived and transfuſed into his Offices, 


A TRUTH this is of that Importance, that the 
Declaration of it, is the principal Deſign of one 
entire Book of the Holy Scriptures, namely, the 
Epiſtle to the Hebrews, That the glorious Ex- 
cellency of the Perſon of Chri/t doth enable Him 
in the Diſcharge of his Offices to accompliſh 
thoſe Ends which none other could, is the Sum 


and Subſtance of the Do7Zrinal Part of that Diſ- 


courſe. Here therefore we muſt a little fix our Me- 


ditations; and our Intereſt calls us thereunto. For 
if it be ſo it is evident that we can receive no Good, 


no Benefit by Virtue of any Office of Chriſt, nor 
any Fruits of their Exerciſe, without an actual 
Reſpect of Faith unto his Perſon. Gop gave of 
old both Kings, Prie/ts and Prophets. unto the 
Church. He both anointed them untotheir Offices, 
directed them in their Diſcharge, was preſent with 
them in their Work, and accepted of their Du- 
ties, Yet by none of them, nor by all of them 
tozether was the Church ſupernaturally enlighten- 
ed, internally ruled, or eternally ſaved, nor could 
it ſo be. | L 


Two Things were required unto the Perſon 
of Chri/t, that his Offices might be effeCtual unto 
the Salvation of the Church. And they are ſuch 


as that their Contrivance in the Conſtitution of one 


and the ſame Perſon, no created Wiſdom could 
reach. * 1 


I. Tur firſt of theſe is, that He ſhould have 
a Nature provided for Him, which originally was 


not his own. For in his divine Nature fingly 


conſider'd, He had no ſuch Relation unto them 
SS for 
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was abſolutely neceſſary unto the 
his Offices. For, 
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for whom He was to diſcharge his Offices, as 


was neceſſary to communicate the Benefit of them, 
nor could He diſcharge their principal Duties, 
Gop could not die, nor rife again, nor be exalt- 
ed to be a Prince and a Saviour in his divine Ng- 
ture. Nor was there that eſpecial Alliance be- 
tween it and ours, as ſhould give us an eſpecial 
Intereſt in what was done thereby. It was Man- 
kind in whoſe Behalf He was to exerciſe theſe 


| Offices. He was not to bear them with Reſpect 
unto the Angels, and therefore took not their Na- 


ture on Him. But Gop prepared a Body for Him; 
that is, an human Nature, Heb. x. 5 And this 
iſcharge of 


(1.) TxosE Acts of his Offices whereon the 
Sanctiſication and Salvation of the Church prin- 
cipally depend, could not be performed but in 
and by that Nature. Therein alone could He 
yield Obedience unto the Law that it might be 


fulfilled in us, without which we could not ſtand 


in Judgment before Gop. See Nom. viii. 3. cb. 
x. 3, 4. Therein alone could He undergo the 


Curſe of the Law, or be made a Curſe for us, that 


the Blefling might come upon us, Gal. iii. 13, 14. 
It was neceſſary that as a Prieſt He ſhould have 
Something of his own to offer unto Gop to make 
Atonement for Sin, Heb. viii. 3. The like ma 
be ſaid of his whole Miniſtry on the Earth, of 
the Effects of his Incarnation. | 


(2.) Herein that Alliance between Him and 


the Church, which were neceſſary to entitle it 


unto the Participation of the Benefits of his Me- 
diation, depend. For hereby He became our 
Gael, the next of Kin, unto whom belong'd the 


Right of Redemption, and from whom alone = 
EE 0 


* TY 


1 
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fore had He not been Partaker of our Nature, we 


alone, For, 


of the Perſon of CHRIST. 125 


could claim Relief in our loſt Condition. Where- 


could have received no Benefit by any Office He 
could have undertaken. This nile was ne- 
ceſſary unto the Conſtitution of his Perſon with 
Reſpect unto his Offices, But, 
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Il. THERE was yet more „ thereto, to 
render his Offices effectual. Not one of them 
could have been ſo, had He been no more than 


a Man. 


RR i. 


(1.) He could not have been the great and ſin- 
gular Prophet of the Church, had He been'a Man 
only, tho' never ſo excellent and glorious, and 
that for theſe three Reaſons : 
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[I.] HE was to be the Prophet of the whole 
Catholic Church, that is, of all the Elect of Gop, 
in all Ages and Places, from the Beginning of 
the World unto the End thereof. The Church was 
never without a Prophet; that is, one on whom. 
it was incumbent to reveal unto it, and inſtruct 
it in the Will of Gop, nor can be fo unto the 
Conſummation of all Things. This is Chrift 


1.) FRom'the Beginning, from the Giving of 
the firſt Promiſe, the Son of Gop did in an eſ- 
pecial Manner undertake the Care of the Church, 
as to all the Ends of the Wiſdom, . Will and Grace 
of Gop. And its Inſtruction in the Will of 
Gop, its ſaving Illumination and fpiritual Wiſ- 
dom, is of ſuch Importance that without it, none 
can be Partaker of any other Bleſſings whatever. 
In this Inſtruction and Illumination conſiſts the 


Diſcharge of the prophetical Office of Chi. 
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2.) Uro the Account of his Suſception of his 
Office even before his Incarnation, conſider'd as 
Gop, He is ſaid to act in it fo as to be {ent of 
Gop unto his Work, Mich. v. 2. The Ruler 
of Iſrael, whoſe Goings forth have been from of old, 
rom everlaſting. © His Goings forth are not his 
eternal Generation, which conſiſts in one indivi- 


dual, eternal Act of the Father: But it is the 


Egreſs, the Exerciſe of his Power and Care for 
the Church; that is ſo expreſſed. Theſe were 


from the Beginning, the firſt Foundation of the 


Church, in Anſwer to his everlaſting Counſels. 
So was He the Prophet of the Church even before 
his Incarnation, to inſtruct it, to communicate 
ſpiritual and ſaving Light unto it. So He teſti- 
hed concerning Himſelf to the Jetus, before Abra- 
ham vas, I am, John viii. 55. He was fo be- 
fore Abraham, as that the Care of the Church 
was then and always from the Beginning on-Him, 
And He diſcharged this Office four Ways: 


(1. By perſona 1 Appearances in the Shape of a 
Man, as an Indication of his future Incarnation; 


and under thoſe Appearances inſtructing the 


Church. So He appear'd unto Abraham, to {© 
cob, to Moſes, to Foſhua. And thoſe peculiar Ap- 

nces of the Perſon of the Son for-the In- 
ſtruction of Believers, are a full Demonſtration 
that the Care and Work of it were committed 


unto Him in a peculiar Manner. 


2. By the Miniſiry of Angel. n his Un- 
Ports to be e ee for Ne Gu with 
Gop, the Angels were in a peculiar Manner 
put into Dependance on Him, even as He be- 
came a new and immediate Head unto the whole 
Creation; and whatever Inſtruction was thereby 
given unto the Church in the Mind mas of 

; . op, 
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Gop, was immediately from Him, as the great 
Prophet. 


(3. By ſending his Holy 95171 to inſpire, act 
and guide the Prophets by whom Gop would re- 


veal Himſelf. Go p 10 unto them by the 


Mouth of his Holy P from the Beginning of 
the World, Luke i. 70 But it was the Spirit of 
Chrift that was in them, that ſpake by them, that 
revealed the Things which Hi. anos the Salva- 


tion of the Church, Pet. i. 11, 12. 


(4. By the A niftry holy Men ed and 
moved by his Spirit. * gave forth the Word 
that was written for an everlaſting Rule of Faith 


and Obedience unto the Church. 


Trvs were the Office and Work of inſtruct- 
ing the Church on his Hand alone from the Be- 
ginning, and thus were any by Him diſcharged. 

his was not a Work for Him who was but a 
Man. His human Nature had no Exiſtence un- 
till the Fulneſs of Time, and therefore could 
effect nothing before. 


IT is true, we have under the Goſpel and 
unſpeakable Advantages from the prophet:cal Office 
of Chri/t, above what they enjoyed under the Old 
Teſtament. But He was the Prophet of the 
Church in all Ages. Only He hath given out the 
Knowledge of x 5 Mind of Gov in different De- 
grees hl Meafures; that which' was moſt per- 
ect, being for many Reaſons reſerved unto the 
Times of he Goſpel. 


[2.] Tas Comprehenſion if the Mind ant 
Vi 1 E whole Divine Counſel con- 


cerning the Salvation of the Church, could not 
. ; | at 
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at once reſide in the Mind of any meer Creature, 
Yet was this neceſſary unto Him who was to 
be the Prophet of the Gr that is, the Foun- 
tain of Truth, Life and Knowledge unto it. 
Hence is his Name //ounderful, Counſellor, as He 
who was a Participant of all the eternal Counſel; 
of GoD; wherean in Him, as incarnate, all the 
Treaſures of divine Wiſdom and Knowledge 
were hid, Col. ii. 3. | 


He ſays that all that ever came before Fim were 
Thieves and Robbers, but the Sheep did not hear 
them, John x. 5. This ſome of old impiouſly 
applied unto the Prophets of the Old Teſtament; 


| Whereas He intended it only of thoſe falſe Pry. 


Þhets who pretended of themſelves that they, any 


of them, were the Meſſiah, the Great Shepherd 


of the Sheep, whom his elect Sheep would not 
attend unto, But it is true that all who went be- 
fore Him, neither ſeparately nor jointly had the 
Knowledge of Gop, fo as to declare Him fully 


unto the Church. It is the moſt fond and 


wicked Imagination of the Socinians, invented to 


_ countenance their Diſbelief and Hatred of his 


Divine Perſon, that during the Time of his Fleſh 


| He was taken up into Heaven and there taught-the 


Dedrine of the Goſpel, as Mahomet feign'd con 
cerning himſelf and his Alcoran. The Reaſon and 
Foundation of his perfect Knowledge of Gop, 
was his being the only begotten Son in the Boſom 
of the Father: And not a fictitious Rapture of his 
human Nature. To this Purpoſe have we his 
own Teſtimony, John iii. 11. And no Man hat 
aſcended up to Heaven, but He that came down from 

eaven, even the Son of Man which is in Heaven. 


The Matter whereof He treats-is the Revelation 
ef heavenly Things. 34% 


[3] Tux 
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[3.] Tux Spirit of Gop dwelling in Him in 
all the Fulneſs of his Graces and Gifts, gave Him 
an Underſtanding peculiar unto Himſelf; as above 


that of all Creatures, ſo beneath the eſſential Om- 


niſcience of the Divine Nature. Hence ſome 
Things, as He was a Man, He #new not, Mark 
xiii. 32. But He is the Prophet of the Church 
in his whole entire Perſon, and revealed the 
Counſel of Gon, as He was in Heaven in the 
Boſom of the Father. Curſed be he that truſt- 
eth in Man that maketh Fleſh his Arm, as to 
the Revelations of the Counfels of Gop. Here 
lies the Safety, the Glory of the Church. How 
deplorable is the Darkneſs of Mankind in their 
Ignorance of Gop and heavenly Things? In 
what Ways of Vanity and Miſery have the Ge- 
nerality of them wander'd ever fince our firſt 
Apoſtacy from Gop ? Nothing but Hell is more 
full of Horror and Confuſion, than the Minds 


and Ways of Men deſtitute of heavenly Light. 


How miſerably did thoſe among them who boaſt- 
ed themſelves to be wiſe, wax fooliſh in their Ima- 
ginations? He who is infinitely good and com- 
aſſionate did from the Beginning give ſome Relief 
in this woful State by ſuch Parcels of divine Re- 
velations as He thought meet to communicate 
unto them by the Prophets of, old, ſuch as they 
were able to receive. By them He ſet up a Light 


ſhining in a dark Place, as the Light of Stars in 
the Ni 


ight. But it was the riſing of the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs alone that diſpelled the Darkneſs that 
was on the Earth, the thick Darkneſs that was 
on the People, bringing Life and Immortality to 
Light by the Goſpel The divine Perſon of the 
Son of Gow, in whom were all the Treaſures of 
Wiſdom and Knowledge, who is in the Boſom 
of the Father, hath now made known all Things 


unto the Church, giving us the perfect Idea and 


Cer- 


130 A Declaration of the Myſtery 
_ Certainty of all ſacred Truth, and the full Aſſu- 


rance of Things inviſible and eternal. * 
62.) Tax ſame alſo is the State of Things with ff © 
Reſpect unto his K:ngly Office and Power. h 
No one Act of his Kingly Office can be aright I 


conceived or acknowledged, without a Reſpect 
had unto his divine Perſon. I ſhall inſtance only 1 
in two Things in general. . 


1.) Tn Extent of his Power and Rule gives 
Evidence hereunto. It is over the whole Creation 
Gon. All Power is given Him in Heaven and 

_ Earth, Matt. xxviii. 18. All Things are put wider 
_ bis Feet, He only excepted who put all Things under 
iim, 1 Cor. xv. 27. And He is made Head over 
all Things unte the Church, Epheſ. i. 22. Not 
only thoſe who are above the Rule of external 
Law, as the holy Angels; and thoſe who have 
cat off all ſuch Rule, as the Devils themſelves; 
but all Things that in their own Nature are 
net capable of Obedience to an external Law or 
Rule, as the whole inanimate Creation, Heaven 
and Earth and the Sea, with all Things in them 
and under them, Phil. ii. 10. with the dead Bodies 
of Men, which He ſhall raiſe at the Laſt Day. 
or this Power over the whole Creation is not 
only a moral Right to govern it; but it is alſo ac- 
., companied-with Virtue, Force, or Almighty Pow- 
er to act, order, and diſpoſe of it at his Pleaſure. 
So is it deſcribed by the Apoſtle from the P/ahni/, 
Heb. i, 10, 11, 12. Thou, Lorp, in the Begin- 
ning haſt laid the Foundation of the Earth, and th: 
_ Heavens are the Work of thy Hands. They ſhall 
periſh, but Thou remaineſi, and they ſhall ail wax oli 
as dath a Garment, And as a Veſture ſhalt That 
. fold them up, and they ſhall be changed; but T 
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art the ſame, and thy Years fail not. That Power 
is required unto his Kingly Office, whereby He 
created all Things in the Beginning; and ſhall 
change them all as a Man folds up a Veſture, in 
the End. Omnipotency accompanied with Eter- 
mty and Immutability, are required hereunto. 
It is a vain Imagination to ſuppoſe that this Power 
can reſide in a meer Creature however glorified 
and exalted. All eſſential, divine Properties are 
concurrent with it; and inſeparable from it. And 
where the Properties of Goy are, there is the 
Nature of Gop; for his Being and his Properties 
are one and the fame, _ | | 


Ac Alx, To ſuppoſe, that the Loxo Chrift, as 
the King and Head of the Church, hath not an in- 
frite, Tine Power, whereby He is able always 
to relieve, ſuccour, ſave and deliver it, if it were 
to be done by the Alteration of the whole, or 
Part of Gop's Creation ſo as that the Fire ſhould 
not burn, nor the Water overwhelm them, nor 
Men be able to retain their Thoughts or Ability 
one Moment to aMict them; and that their Di- 


ſtreſſes are not always Effects of his Wiſdom, and 


never from the 0 ur of his Power, is utterly to 
overthrow all Faith, Hope, and the whole of Re- 
ligion itſelf. Aſcribe therefore unto the Lorp 
Chri/t in the Exercife of his Kngly Office, only a 
moral Power, operative by Rules and Laws, with 
the Help of external Inſtruments; deprive Him 
of Omnipreſence, and Omniſcience, with infinite 
Divine Power to be acted at his Pleaſure in and 
over the whole Creation, and you raſe the Foun- 
dation of all Chriſtian Faith and Hope to the 
Ground. There ure no true Believers who will 
part with their Faith herein for the wholeWorld; 


namely, that the Lon D 7e Cbriſ is able by 


his divine Power and Preſence immediately to aid, 


relieve, 
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relieve, and deliver them in every Moment of 
their Surpriſals, Fear and Dangers, in every 
Trial and Duty they may be called unto, in every 
28 they h ave to conflict withall. And to 

hings any otherwiſe but by Virtue 
of his Divine Nature, A wofully to deceive our 
own Souls. For this is the Wor of Gov. 


(2.1 Taz Rule of Chrift, as King of the 
Church, is internal and ſpiritual over the Minds, 
Souls and Conſciences of all that believe. There 
is no one gracious acting of Soul in any one Believer 
at any Time in the whole World, either in Op- | 

tion to Sin, or the Performance of Duty, bu 7 
it is under the Guidance of the Kingly Power of of 
Chi. I ſuppoſe we have herein not only the WW 
common af. rey alſo the common Experience 
of them al] know that in their ſpiritual Il fr 
Life it is He that liverh. ; in them as the efficient Iſ 7 
Cauſe of all its ADs, and that without Him th A; 
can do nothing. Unto Him they have Resed 
in every the moſt ſecret Actings of Grace, not N. 
only performed as under his Eye, but by his Ai: . 
ance; on every Occaſion do the immediately in WW 

internal Aflings of their Minds look unto WW . : 

lim, as one more preſent with their Sauls than He 

* they are with themſelves; and have no Thought ar 
x of the leaſt Diſtance of his Knowledge or Power. G. 
| And two Things are required hereto: the 


I. ) Trar He be betete, that He 3 Tis 
actual Inſpection into all the Dif] poſitions, Thoughts lig 
| and internal Actings of all Believers in the whole 
5 World every Moment. Without this, He can- | 
5 not bear that Rule in their Souls which we have cer 
deſcribed, nor can Nes Faith in Him, as their an- 
[ | Occaſions require, No, Man can live by Faith Il . 8 
Bp on Chrift, no o Man can depend on his ſovereign i off 
Fl os es Power, \ 
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Power, who is not perſuaded, that all the Frames 
of his Heart, all the ſecret Groans and Sighs of his 
pirit, all the imoard Labourings of his Soul againſt 
Sin, and after Conformity to Himſelf, are con- 
tinually under his Eye. herefore it is ſaid that 
all Things are naked and opened unto his Eyes, Heb. 
iv. 13. And He ſays of Himſelf, that He ſearch- 
eth, that is, knoweth the Hearts and Rems of 
Men, Rev. ii. 23. And if theſe Things are not 
the peculiar Properties of the Divine Nature, I 
know nothing that may be ſo eſteemed. 


2.) THERE is required hereto, an Influence C4 
Power into all the internal Actings of the So 

of Believers; an intimate, efficacious Operation, 
with them in every Duty, and under every Temp- 
tation, "Theſe of them expect and receive 
from Him, as the King and Head of the Church. 
This alſo is an Effect of divine and infinite Power. 
And to deny theſe Things unto the Loxp Chri/t, 
is to raſe the Foundation of Chriſtian Religion. 
Neither Faith in Him, nor Love unto Him, nor 
Dependance on Him, nor Obedience unto his Au- 
thority, can be preſerved one Moment, without 
a Perſuaſion of his immediate Inſpection into the 
Hearts, Minds and Thoughts of all Men, with 
a real Influence into all the Actings of the Life of 
God in all them that believe. And the Want of 
the Faith hereof is that which hath disjoined the 
Minds of many from Adherence unto Him; and 
hath produced a lifeleſs Carcaſs of Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, inſtead of the ſaving Power thereof. 


(3.) Taz ſame may be ſaid concerning his Sa- 
cerdotal Office, and all the Acts of it. It was in 
and by the human Nature that He offer'd Himſelf 
a Sacrifice for us. He had ſomewhat of his own to 
offer, Heb, viii. 3. And to that End a Body was pre- 
Vor, XVIII, M pared 
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ork of a Man by one Offering, and that of 


_ Himſelf, to expiate the Sins of the whole Church, 
and forever to perfect them that are ſanctified. 


TH1s is the Sum of what we plead for. We 
can have no due Conſideration of the Offices of 
Chrift, can receive no Benefit by them, nor per- 
form any Act of Duty with Reſpect unto them, 
or any of them, unleſs Faith in his Divine Per- 
ſon be actually exercifed as the Foundation of the 
whole. For that is it whence all their Glory, 
Power and Efficacy are derived. Whatever there- 
fore we do with Reſpect unto his Rule, whatever 
we receive by the Communication of his Spirit, 
whatever we learn from his Word by the Teach- 
ings of his Spirit, whatever Benefit we expect 
and receive by his Sacrifice and Interceſſion on 
our Behalf, our Faith in them all, and concern- 
ing them all, is terminated on his Divine Perſon. 
The Church is ſaved by his Offices, becauſe they 
are his. This is the Subſtance of the Teſtimony 
given concerning Him, by Gop even the Father, 
1 Jobm v. 10, 11. This is the Witneſs that Gon 
hath teſtified concerning his Son, that Go p hath 

ven unte us eternal Life, and this Life is in his 
2n. In Him it was originally, and from Him 
do we receive it in the Diſcharve of his Office; 


for this Life is in the Son of G. 


Hxxcx it is that all thoſe by whom the divine 
Perſon of Chrift is denied, are forced to give 
ſuch a Deſcription of his Offices, that it is utterly 
impoſſible the Church ſhould be ſaved by the 
Diſcharge of them, wr 


8 
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Honour due to the perſon f CHRIST; 
the Nature and Cauſes of i it. 


AN other Conſiderations relating to the 
Glory and Honour of the Per/on of Chriſt 
may 5 taken from all the fundament 
Principles of Religion. And our Duty it is in-them 
all, to conſider 15 Apoſtle and High-Prieft e 12 
Profeſſion; the Author and Finiſher of our Faith, 
I ſhall not inſiſt on more, but proceed unto thoſe 
Principles which are immediately directive of our 
Duty towards Him; without dil igent Attendance 
gwhereunto, we do but in vain bear the Name of 
Chriſtians. And the Subſtance of what is deſigned 
* be includeded in the following Aſſertion. 


Pa Glory, Life, _ Power of Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, as ſeated in the Souls of Men, with all the 
Acts and Duties which properly belong thereto, and 
all the Benefits we receive by it, with the whole of 
the Honour and Glory that ariſe to Gop thereby, 

have all of them their Nature and Reaſon, from 


their Relation unto the Perſon of Chrift. 


Tur Reſpect which we have in all the Acts of 
Religion unto the Perſon of Chriſt may be reduced 
unto theſe four Heads; 1. Honour. 2. Obedience. 
3. Conformity. 4. The Uſe we make of Him, for 
attaining all Graces and IA An hereunto the 

18 M 2 | Whole 
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whole of our Religion, as it is Chriſtian, may be 


* 


1. Tax Perſon of Chrift is the Object of divine 
Honour and Worſhip ; and that upon the Account 
of his divine Nature. It implies a Contradiction, 
that any Creature ſhould upon any Account, be the 
proper Object of divine Worſhip ; unleſs the divine 
eſſential Excellencies be transfuſed into it, whereby 

it would ceaſe to be a Creature. For that Worſhip 
is nothing but the Aſcription of divine Excellencics 
unto what is ſo worſhipped. But the Loxp Chi 
in his whole entire Perſon, is the Son of Gop in- 
carnate, Go manifeft in the Fleſh. His infinite 
 Condeſcenfion in the Aſſumption of our Nature, 
did no Way diveſt Him of his divine eſſential Ex- 
cellencies. For a Time, they were ſhadowed there- 
by, from the Eyes of Men; when He made Hin- 
ef of no Reputation, and took on Him the Form 
of Servant. But He eternally and unchangeably R 
continued in the Form of God, and thought it m H 
' Robbery to be equal unto Him. Phil. ii. 6, 7. He can I E. 
no more really ceaſe to be Gop, than Gor can 
ceaſe to be. Wherefore his being cloathed with our 
Nature, derogates nothing from the true Reaſon of 
divine Worſhip due unto Him, but adds an effec- 
tual Motive unto it. He is therefore the immediate 
Object of all Duties of Religion, internal and ex- 
ternal. And in the Diſpenſation of Gop towards 
us, none of them can be performed in a due 
ner without a Reſpect unto Him. 


Tus then in the firſt Place is to be confirmed; 
namely, that all divine Honour is due unto the Son 

of Gop incarnate, that is, the Perſon of Chrift 
ahn v. 23: It is the Will of the Father, That al 
Men honour the Son, even as they houour th: 
Father : He that honoureth nat the Son, . 
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not the Father that ſent Him. Some Conſiderations 


on this divine Teſtimony will confirm our Poſi- 
tion. It is of the Son incarnate that the Words are 
ſpoken ; as all Judgment was committed unto Him 
by the Father, as He was /ent by Him, ver. 22. that 
is, of the whole Perſon of Chriſt in the Exerciſe of 
his mediatory Office. And with reſpect hereunto it 
is, that the Mind of God is peculiarly revealed. 
The Way whereby Gop manifeſteth his Will, that 
all Men ſhould thus honour the Son, as they honour 
the Father, is by committing all Power, Authority 
and Judgment unto Him; ver. 20, 21, 22. For 5 
Father loveth the Son, and ſbetueth Him all Things 
that Himſelf doth; and He will ſhew Him greater 
Works than theſe, that ye may marvel. For as the 
Father raiſeth up the Dead, and quicteneth them; even 
ſo the Son quickeneth whom He will. For the Father 
Judgeth no Man, but hath committed all Fudgment 
unto the Son. Not that theſe Things are the formal 
Reaſon of the divine Honour which is to be given 
Him; but they are Reaſons of it, in that they are: 
Evidences of his being the Son of G. 
He is therefore to be honoured by us, according 
to the Will of Gop,, xabus,, in like Manner as. We 
honour-the Father. ORD e 


[1.] W1TH the ſame Honour ; that is, divine, 
ſaered, religious and ſupreme. Jo honour: the Fa- 
ther with other Honour, is to diſhonour Him. 
When Men deſign to give Honour to Gop which 
is not truly Divine, it is Idolatry. For this Honour 
in Truth is nothing but the Aſcription of all divine 
Excellencies unto Him. Whereon when Men aſcribe- 
unto Him that which i net ſe, they fall into [do 
latry by the Worſhip. of their on Imaginations. 
So was it with the Hraelites when they thought to 
have. given Glory to GoD, by making a golden Calf 

| = M 3 whereon 
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all their Images 


whereon they proclaimed a Feaſt unto Fehovah 
Exod. l And ſo was it with the ee in 
of Gop, and the Glory which they 
deſigned to give Him thereby, as the Apoſtle de- 


. Elares, Rom. i. 23, — 25. This is one Kind of Ido- 


latry, as the other is, the aſcribing unto Creatures 


any Thing that is peculiar to Gop, any divine Ex- 


cellency. And we do not honour Gop the Father 
with: one kind of Honour, and the Son with ano- 
ther. That were not to honour the Son, big, as we 


| Honour the Father, but in a Way infinitely differ- 


ent from it. 


I.] Ix the ſame Manner, with the fame Faith, 
Eove,. Reverence, and Obedience, in all Things, 
in all Acts and Duties of Religion whatever. This 
diſtinct Honour is to be given unto the Perſon of 


the Son by Virtue of this and of the Father, 


though originally on the Account of his Oneneſs in 
Nature with the Father. And our Duty herein is 


preſſed with the higheſt Enforcement; He that ho- 


mours not. the Con, honours nat the Father. He who 
denzeth the Son (herein) hath not the Father ; but he 


that acknowledgeth the Son hath the Father alſo, 1 John 


M. 23. If we are wanting herein; whatever we pre- 


tend, we do not worſhip nor honour Gop at all. 


And. there is Reaſon to give-this Caution ;. Reaſon 


to fear that this fundamental Principle of our Re- 
ligion, is, if not diſbelieved, yet not much attended 


to in the World: Many who profeſs a Reſpect unto 
the divine Being, have little Regard-unto the Perſon 
of the Son in all their Religion. For although they 


may admit of a cuſtomary Interpoſition of his Name 


in their religious Worſhip ; yet the ſame diſtint 
Veneration of Him as of the Father, they ſeem not 
to underſtand, or to be exerciſed in. Howbeit all 


the Acceptance of our Perſons and Duties with 


God, depends on this one Condition, that we bo- 


age 
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nour the Son, even as we honour the Father. To ho- 
nour the Son as we ought to honour the Father, is 
that which makes us Chri/tians, and which nothing 
elſe will ſo. | | MEX ESE ; 


 Tars Honour of the Perſon of Chrift 1 may be 
conſidered in the Duties of it, and in the Principle, 
Life, or Spring of theſe Duties. 


Tu Dede whayby wo nee end ext 
vine Honour unto Chri/f, ma be reduced unto two. 
Heads. 1.) Adoration. by vocation. | 


 ADORATION is the Proftration of Soul before Him 
his divine Excel- 
lencies and the Aſcription 7 unto Him. It is ex- 
preſſed in the Old Teflament by NMmen, that is, 


humbly to bow down ourſelves m Souls untoGop.. 


The LXX render it conſtantly by wgooxvris z which 
is the Word uſed in the New Teftament unto the 
fame Purpoſe. The Latins expreſſed it uſually by 
adoro. And thoſe Words, though of other Deriva- 


tions, are of the ſame Signification with that in the 


Hebrew : And they do all of them include ſome ex- 


| ternal Sign of inward Reverence, or a Readineſs 


thereunto. And theſe external Signs are of two- 
Sorts. (1. Such as are natural and occaſional. * 
Such as are ſolemn or inſtituted. 5 


T. Oy the firſt Sort are the lifting up of our Eyes 
Hands towards heaven upon our Thoughts of 


Him; and ſometimes the caſting down of our whole | 
Perſons before Him, which deep 


Reverence will produce. Outward inſtituted Si 
of this internal Adoration are all the Ordinances of- 
evangelical Worſhip, In and hy them do we ſo- 


lemnly profeſs and expreſs our inward Veneration 


of Him. This Adoration | is: * to the 
; Perſon. 


* 


Thoughts with 
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Perſon of Chri/?, and that as in the Exerciſe of the 
Office of Mediation. It is due unto Him from the 
whole rational Creation of Gop: So is it given in 
Charge untotheAngels above. For whenHe bro't the 
Firſt-begotten into the World, he ſaid, TER XTKUnou- 
TWIG dur TarTH; Gy yiNo 08. (that is, pen 
n 52-15, worſhip Him all ye Gods, Pal. xcvii. 
13 all the "Angels of Gop wor ſhip I adore 
Him, bow down before Him, Heb. i. 6 The De- 
gn of the whole Chapter being to expreſs the divine 
that is due unto the Perſon of Chriſi, with 
the Grounds thereof. This is the Command given 
- alſo unto the Church, He is thy LorDp, and ws 1 
thou Him, Pſal. xlv. 11. A glorious Repreſentation 
hereof, whether in the Church above, or in that 
-militant here on the Earth, is given us, Rev. v. 6, 
7, 8, , 10, 11, 12, 13, 14. And I beheld and lo, in 
the 22 of the Throne, and of the four living Crea- 
tures, and in the Mid/t of the Elders, flood a Lamb 
at it had been flain, having ſeven Horns and ſeven 
Eyes, which are the ſeven Spirits of Gon ſent forth 
into all the Earth. And he came and took the Book out 
of the Right-Hand of Him that ſat uton the Throne. 
Aud — be had taken the Boot, the four Beaſts and 
Four and twenty Elders fell down, before. the Lamb, 
having every one of them Harps, and gelden Vials full 
of Odours, which are the Prayers of Saints. And they 
2 a new Song, ſaying, Thou art worthy to take — 
Book, and to open the Seals theres of ; for w waſt 


Hain, and haſt redeemed us unte GOD by _ 


out f every Kindred, and Tongue, and 72 oh, 5 
Nation. And haſt made us unte our Gop Kings and 
Prieſis, and we fhall reign on the Earth. 40 be- 
held, and I heard the Voice * many Angels round about 
"the Throne, and the Beaſis, and the Elders, and the 
Number of them was ten thouſand Times ten Thou- 
; ſand, and T houſands of Thouſands, Saying with a 
ans unn Worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain, to 


receiue 
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FOI"; « oY _ Ms. a _ 7 = mm th a 


 >S>% > 


of the Perſon of CnRIST. 141 


receive Power, and Riches, and Wiſdom, and Strength, 
and Honour, and Glory, and Bleſſing. And every 
Creature which is in Heaven, and on the Earth, and 
wnder the Earth, and ſuch as are in the Sea, and all 
that are in them, heard I, ſaying, Bleſſing, Honour, 
Glory, and Power, be unto Him that ſitteth upon the 
Throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever ! And 
the four Beaſts ſaid, Amen. And the four and 

Elders fell down and worſhipped Him that liveth for 
ever and ever. The eſpecial Obje# of divine Adora- 
tion, the Motives unto it, and the Nature of it, or 
what it conſiſteth in, are here declared. 


Frasm, The Obje# of it is Chrift, di aiich from 
the Father, and jointly with Him. And he is pro- 

ſed, both as having fulfilled the Work of his 
ciation in his —— and Oblation; as a 
Lamb flain And in his glorious Exaltation in the 
Midſi of the Throne of Gov. The principal Thing 
that the Heathen of old obſerved concerning Chri- 
tian Religion, was that in it, Praiſes were e fung 'o 
Chriſt as unto Gop. 


Gewinn u. The Maetives unto this Aden 
are the unfpeakable Benefits which we receive by 
his Mediation; Thou art worthy, for Thou waſt flain, 
and haßt redremed us unto Gor. Hereon the ſame 
Glory, the ſame Honour is aſcribed unto Him as 
unto Gop the Father; Bliſing, Honour, Glory, 
and Power, be unto Him that fits on the THR 
and unto the Lamb for ever and ever. 


THIRDLY, The Nature of his Adoration is de- 
ſcribed to conſiſt in three Things. 1. Solemn Pro- 
ſtration. And the four living Creatures ſaid, Amen. 
And the four and twenty Elders fell down and wor- 
Ae 'm that liveth for ever and ever. 2. In the 
cription of all divine Honour and Glory, as it is 

at 
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at large expreſſed, ver. 11, 12, 13. 3. In the Way 
of expreſſing this Adoration which is by their 
(Praiſes ; they. ſung a new Song; that is, of Praiſe, 
for ſo are all hoe Pſalms, which have that Title 
of a new Song. And in theſe Things, namely, ſo- 
lemn Proſtration of Soul in the Acknowledgment 
of divine Excellencies, Aſcriptions of Glory and 
Honour with Praiſe, doth religious Adoration con- 
filt. And they belong not unto the great holy So- 
ciety of them who worſhip above and here below, 
whoſe Hearts are not always ready unto this ſolemn 
Adoration of the Lamb, and who are not on all Oc- 
eaſions exerciſed therein. And this Adoration of 
Chrift doth differ from the Adoration of Go ab- 
ſolutely conſidered, and of Gop as the Father, not 
in its Nature, but meerly on the Account of its 
1 4 Motiven. The principal Motive unto the of 
. Adoration of -Gop abſolutely conſidered, is the pa 
Work of Creation, the Manifeſtation of his . th 
therein, with all the Effects of his Power and Good- 
neſs thereon enſuing. So it is declared, Rev. iv. 8, . 
9, IO, II. Thou art worthy, O LORD, to receive Hi 
Glory, and Honour, and Power, for Thou haft cre- Pr 
.cted all Things, and for thy Pleaſure they are and ev 
were created. And the principal Motive unto the He 
Adoration of Gop as the Father, is that eternal dil 
Love, Grace and Goodneſs, which He is the Foun- X. 
tain of in a peculiar Manner, Epbeſ. i. 4, 5. But I fir 
the great Motive unto; the Adoration of Chriſt is ¶ of 
the Work of Redemption, Rev. v. 12. Worthy ii Fx 
"the Lamb that, as . ſlain to receive Power, and wi 
Riches, and Wiſdom, Strength, and Honour, and il Di 
Glory, and Bl:ſſing. The Reaſon whereof is given, W W 
ver. 9 10. For Thou waſt lain and haſt redeemed u i his 
unte Go p by thy Blood, and haft made us unte Gov WW Ha 
Kings and Prieſts. . The Adoration is the ſame, E 
ver. 1z Bleſſing, Hanour, | Glory, and Power, ke iſ evi 
wnto Him. that futteth on the Throne, and unto the Lamb bot 
Fer evermore ! But the immediate Motives of it are the 
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lifferent, as its Objects are diſtinct. Herein no 
ſmall Part of the Life of Chriſtian Religion doth con 


fiſt. The humbling of our Souls before the Loxy 


Chriſt from an Apprehenſion of his divine Excel- 


lencies, the Aſcription of Glory, Honour, Praiſe, 
with Thankſgiving unto Him on the great Motive 
of the Work of Redemption with the bleſſed Effects 
thereof, are Things wherein the Lite of Faith is 
continually exerciſed. Nor can we have any Evi- 
dence of an Intereſt in that Bleſſedneſs which con- 
fiſts in the eternal Aſſignation of all Glory unto 
Him in Heaven, if we are not exerciſed to this wor- 
inp of Min ar Earth ff 574955 £772 
2.) InvocAT1ON is the ſecond general Branch 
of divine Honour, of that Honour which is due and 
paid unto the Son, as unto the Father. This is 
the firſt Exerciſe of divine Faith, the Breath of the 
ſpiritual Life. And it conſiſteth in two Things. 
Fir/t, an Aſcription of all divine Excellencies unto 
Him whom we invocate. This is eflential unto 
Prayer, which without it is but vain Babling. Who- 
ever cometh unto G o hereby, muſt believe that 
He is, and that He is the Rewarder of them that 
diligently ſeek Him. Secondly, there is in it alſo a 
Repreſentation of our Wills, Affections, and De- 


fires to Him on whom we call, with an Expectation 


of being heard and relieved, by Virtue of his divine 


Excellencies. This is the proper Acting of Faith 
with reſpect unto ourſelves ; and hereby it is our 


Duty to give Honour unto the Perſon of Chriſt. 
When be Himſelf died in the Fleſh, He committed 
his departing Soul by ſolemn Invocation into the 
Hands of his Father, Pſal. xxxi. 5. Luke xxiii. 4. 
Father, into thy Hands I commit my Spirit. And to 


evidence that it is the Will of Gop, that we ſhould. 


honour the Son, as we honour the Father, even as 
the Son Himſelf in his human Nature, who 1s our 
Example, honoured the Father: He who firſt died 
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his firſt Requeſt, wherein he committed his depart- 


vine Omniſcience, Omnipreſence, Love, and Power. 


Sin. In his Example is the Rule eſtabliſhed, for the 


_—_— ro It calls on the Name of 


it follows on the contrary, that He on whom we 
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in the Faith of the Goſpel, b thed his depart- 
ing Soul into the Hands of _ col b —_ 
Invocation, As vii. 59. Sloned e im- 
waniuno, ſolemnly invocating and faying, Loxp 
eſus receive my Spirit. And having aith and 
rayer, left his own Soul ſafe in the Hand of the 
Lok Feſus, he adds one Petition more unto Him, 
wherewith he died, Lok p lay not this Sin to their 
Charge, ver. 60. Herein did he give divine Honour 
unto Chri/t in the eſpecial Invocation of his Name, 
in the higheſt Inſtances that can be conceived. In 


ing Soul into his Hands, he aſcribed unto Him di- 


And in the latter for his Enemies, divine Autho- 
rity and Mercy to be exerciſed in the Pardon of 


eſpecial Invocation of Chri/t for the Effects of divine 
Power and * Hence the Apoſtle deſcribeth 
the Church or Beli iſheth it, or 


evers, and diſtinguiſh 
them, from all others, by the Diſcharge of their 
Duty, 1 Cor. i. 2. With all that call on the Name 
of our LoR D Jeſus Chrift, both their Lo x D and 
ours. To call on the Name of the 2 ex· 
preſſeth ſolemn Invocation in the wy of religious 
Worſhip. The Jews did call on the Name of Gop. 
All others in their Way called on the Names of 
their Gods. This is that whereby the Church is di- 


our LorD Feſus Chri/t. He requires that as we be- 
eue on Gop, that is, the Father, ſo we ſhould 
believe on Him, alſo, and therein honour the Son, 
as we honour the Father, John xiv. 1. But the 
Apoſtle treating of the Nature and Efficacy of this 
Invocation, affirms, that we cannot call. on. Him, in 
whom we have not believed, Rom. x. 14. Whence 


are bound to believe, on Him it is our Duty * 


ETD 
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So the whole Scripture is cloſed with a Prayer of the 
Church unto the Lox D Chri/?, expreſſing their 
Faith in Him; Even ſo come LokD Teſus, Rev. 
xxii. 20. There is not any one Reaſon of Prayer, 
not any one Motive unto it, nor any Conſidera- 
tion of its Uſe or Efficacy, but renders this ee 
Invocation of Chri/t a neceſſary Duty. Two Things 
in general are required to render the Duty of Invo- 
cation lawful and uſeful. Fit, That it have a pro- 
per Object Secondly, That it have prevalent Mo- 
tives to it. "Theſe in Concurence are the Ground 
of all religious Worſhip in general, and of Prayer 
in particular, So are they laid down as the Foun- 
dation of all Religion, Exod. xx. 2, 3. I am the 
LorD thy Gop, that is the proper Object of all 
religious Worſhip, which brought thee out of the 
Land of Egypt, out of the Houſe of Bondage, which 
being typically repreſentative of all divine Benefits, 
temporal, ſpiritual, and eternal, is the grand Mo- 
tive thereto. The want of both theſe in all meer 
Creatures, Saints and Angels, make the Invocation 
of them, not only uſeleſs, but idolatrous. But they 
both eminently concur in the Perſon of Ghry/#. 
the Perfections of the divine Nature are in Him, 
whence He is the proper Object of religious Invo- _ 
cation. On this Account when He acted in and to- 
wards the Church, as the great Angel of the Cove» 
nant, GoD inſtructed the People unto all religious 
N Obſervance of Him, and Obedience unto Him, 
| Exed. xxiii. 21. Beware of Him and obey his Voice, 
| provoke Him not, for He will not pardon your Tranſ- 
greſſuons, for my Name is in Him. Becauſe the Name 1 
| of Gop was in Him, that is, the divine Nature _—_ 
with ſovereign Authority to puniſh or pardon Sin, ; 
therefore was all religious Obedience due unto Him. 1 
And no Motives are wanting hereunto. All that = 
the Lox p Chri/t hath done for us, and all the Prin- #] 
ciples of Love, Grace, Compaſſion, and Power, 
Vox. XVIII. — OE from 
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from whence what he hath ſo done did proceed, are 
all of this Nature. And they are accompanied with 
the Encouragement of his Relation unto us, and 
Charge concerning us. Take away this Duty, and 
the peculiar Advantage of Cbriſtian Religion is de- 
Rroyed. | | 


© WHeREFORE it being our Dy to invocate the 
Name of Chriſt in a particular Manner, we may 
conſider on pre Occaftons, and in what Seaſons 
this peculiar Invocation of Chriſt is neceſſary for 
us, and moſt acceptable unto Him, 1 


(1. Times of great Diſtreſſes in Conſcience thro? 
Temptations and Deſertions, are Seaſons requiring 
an Application unto Chriſt by eſpecial Invocation. 
Perſons in ſuch Conditions when their Souls, as the 
Pſalmift ſpeaks, are vverwhelmed in them, are con- 
tinually ſollicitous about Compaſſion and Delive- 
- Trance. Some Relief, ſome Refreſhment they often 
find in Compaſſion from them who either have been 
in the ſame Condition themſelves, or by Scripture- 
Light da know the Terror of the Loxp. When 
their Complaints are deſpiſed, and their Troubles 

aſcribed unto other Cauſes than what they are really 
ſenſible of and fee! within themſelves, as is com- 
monly done by Phyficians of no Value, it is an Ag: 
gravation of their Diſtreſs. And they greatly value 
every ſincere Endeavour for Relief, either by Coun- 
ſel or Prayer. In this State the LoxD Chrift in the 
Goſpel is propoſed, as He alone who is able to re- 
lieve them. In that Himſelf hath ſuffered being 
tempted, He is touched with a Feeling of our In- 
firmities, and knows how to have Compaſſion on 
them. And He alone is able to ſuccour and deliver 
them. He ts able to ſuccour them that are tempted, 
Heb. ii. 18. Hereon are they drawn, conſtrained; 
encouraged to make Application unto Him by 
Same be | . 5 Ch Prayer, 
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Prayer, that He would deal with them according 
to his Compaſſion and Power. This is a Seaſon 
rendring the Diſcharge of this Duty neceſſary. And 
hereby have innumerable Souls found Conſolation, 
Refreſhment and Deliverance. 46 


(2. TiMEs of gracious Diſcoveries either of the 
Glory of Chriſt Himſelf, or of his Love unto us, 
are Seaſons that call for this Duty. The Glory of 
Chri/t in his Perſon and Offices is always the ſame* 
And the Revelation that is made of it in the Scrip- 
ture varieth not. But as to our Perception of it 
whereby our Hearts are affected with it in an eſ- 
pecial Manner, there are apparent Seaſons of it, 
which no Believers are unacquainted with. Some- 
times ſuch a Senſe of it is attained under the Diſ- 
penſation of the Word, wherein as Cbriſt on the 
one Hand is ſet forth evidently crucified before our 
Eyes, ſo on the other he is gloriouſly exalted; Some 
times it is ſo in Prayer, in Meditation, in Contem- 
plation of Him. As an Ability was given to the bo- 
dily Sight of Stephen, to ſee upon the opening of the 
Heavens, the Glory of GoD, and Jeſus fanding at 
bis Right- Hand, Acts vii. 56, 57. ſo He opens the 
Vail ſometimes, and. gives a clear affecting Diſco- 
very unto the Souls of Believers : And in ſuch Sea- 
ſons are they drawn. forth unto: Invocation: and 

Praiſe. This is our Duty, this will be our Wiſ- 
dom, upon affecting Diſcoveries of the Glory: of 
Chriſt; to apply. ourſelves unto Him by Invocation 
or Praiſe ; and thereby will the Refreſhment and 
Advantage of them abide upon our Minds. So is it 

alſo as to his Love. The Love of Chr:i/t is always the 
fame and equal unto the Church, How beit there 
are peculiar Seaſons of the Manifeſtation of it unto 
the Souls of Belieyers. So it is when it-is witneſſed 
unto them, or ſbed abroad in their Hearts by the 
Holy Ghoſt. This 8 of the Love of Chni/t, and 


/ 
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the Effect of it in Communion with Him, by 
Prayer and Praiſes, is divinely ſet forth in the 
Book of Canticles. The Church therein is repre- 
dented as the Spouſe of Chrift; and as a faithful 
_ Spouſe ſhe is always either follicitous about his 
Love, or rejoicing in it. And when ſhe hath 
attaineda Senſe of it, ſhe aboundeth in Invocation, 
| Admiration and Praiſe. 80 doth the Church of f 
the New Teflament upon an Apprehenſion of his 

Love, and the unſpeakable Fruits of it. Unto Him ; 
that loved us, and waſhed us from our Sins in his 
ron Blood, and hath made us Kings and Prieſts unto NW l 
Gov and his Father, to Him be Glory and Dominim fl © 
for ever and ever, Amen, Rev. i. 5, 6. This there- 0 
fore is another Seaſon that calls for this Duty. de 


(3. Times of Perſecution for his Name's Sake, q: 
are another Seaſon rendering this peculiar Invoca- , 
tion of ChriP both comely and neceſſary. Two . 
Things will befall the Minds of Believers in ſuch Þ 
a Seaſon. Fi, Their Thoughts will be greatly W 
exerciſed about Him, and converſant with Him. 
They cannot but continually think on Him for 
whom they ſuffer. From what He is in Himſelf, i 7 
what He hath done for them, and what Account 

of all Things is to be given unto Him, continually G 
_ preſent themſelves unto their Minds, Wilder- | 
neſſes, Priſons and Dungeons have been filled _ 
with Thoughts of Chriſt and his Love. And many 
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in former and latter Ages have given an Account i © 
of their holy Ao anole wr the LoxpD Chriſt un- = 
der their Reſtraints and Sufferings. Secondly, Such 10 
Perſons have deep and fixed Apprehenfions of the , þ 


efpecial Concern which the Loxp Chri/t hath in 
them as to their preſent Condition; as alſo of his H 

Power to ſupport them, or to work out their De- W 
_ Hverance. They know and conſider, That in all 5 
their Afficriant, He is afflidted, K 
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Sufferings, is perſecuted in all their Perſecutions. 
That in them all He is full of Love, Pity, and 
unſpeakable Compaſſion towards. them ; that his 
Grace is ſufficient for them, that his Power ſhall 
be perfected in their Weakneſs, to carry them 
through all their Sufferings to his and their own 
Glory. In theſe Circumitances, it is impoſſible 
for them who are under the Conduct of his Spirit, 
not to make eſpecial Applications continualty unto 
Him, for thoſe Aids of Grace, for thoſe Pledges 
of Love and Mercy, for thoſe Supplies of Conſo- 
lation and ſpiritual Refreſhments which their Con- 
dition calls for. Wherefore in this State, the In- 
pocation of Chriſt, is the Refuge of them who truly 
believe in Him. So it was unto all the holy Mar- 
rs of old, and in latter Ages. This Doctrine and 
uty is not for them who are at Eaſe. The Af- 
flicted, the Tempted, the Perſecuted, the ſpiritu- 
ally Diſconſolate will prize it, and be found in the 
Practice of it. The Refreſhment which they found 
therein, was a ſufficient Ballance againſt the 
Weight of all outward Calamities, enabling them 
1 5. under them with Foy unſpeakable and full 


(4. WHEN we have a due Apprehenſion of any 
Grace in Chriſt Jeſus, and withal a deep Senſe of 
our own Want of it ; it is a Seaſon of eſpecial Ap- 
plication unto Him by Prayer for the Encreaſe of 
it. Nor can there be any more effectual Way to 
draw Supplies of Grace from Him, to draw Waten 
from the Wells of Salvation. When in an holy 
Adpuiration of, and fervent Love unto any Grace 
as eminently exerciſed in and by Him, with a Senſe 
of our own Want of the ſame Grace, we aſk it of 
Him in Faith, He will not deny. it. So the Diſci- 
ples upon the Preſcription of a difficult Duty unto 
whoſe due Performance a good Meaſure: of Faith. 
4 EF N-3* was 
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was required; out of a Senſe of the Fullneſs of 
Him, and their own Defe& in that Grace, im- 
mediately pray unto Him, Jaying, LoRD increaſe 
our Faith, Luke xvii. 5. ame 'is the Caſe 
with Reſpect to any Temptation that may befall 
us, wherewith He was exerciſed, and over "which 
He prevailed. 


(F. Tux Time of Death whether natural, or 


violent for his Sake, is a Seaſon of the ſame 
ture. So Stephen recommended his d 
into his Hands with folemn Prayer; Loxp 7 
faid he, receive my Spirit. To the fame Purpo 
have been the Prayers of many of his faithful * 
= in the Flames and under the Sword. In the 
e Manner doth the Faith of innumerable holy 
Souls work in the Midſt of their Death - bed 


AnD the more we have been in the Exerciſe of 
Faith on Him in our Lives, the more ready 
Will it be in the Approaches of Death, to make 
its Reſort unto Him in a peculiar Manner. And it 
may be other Inſtances of a like Nature _— 


given unto the ſame Purpoſe. 
Qo$o$o$0$0$5F0$0500 


CHAP. VIII. 


The Principle of aſſigning divine Honour 
to the Perſon CHRIST; GP: it 


Faith in Him, 


And this hath . of all 
accep- 


Cond 6 h wo _ Av 


„ ee 


H E Principle of aſſignin e 
T n of it, is Faith 
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Refpe& unto them the Lox D Chrift was _ 
| 4 
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acceptable Religion in the World ſince the En- 
trance of Sin. er > og 


1. TR firſt Promiſe, Gen. iii. 15. was reveal- 
ed, as —_— the only Means of Delivery 
from that Apoſtaſy from Gop, with all the Effects 
of it, under which our firſt Parents and all their 
Poſterity were caſt by Sin. The Deſtruction of 
Satan and his Work, by a Saviour and Deliverer 
was prepared and provided for in it. This is the 


very Foundation of the Faith of the Church, and 


if it be denied, nothing of the Diſpenſation of 
Gop towards it from the Beginning can be under- 
ſtood. The whole Doctrine and Story of the Old 
Teſtament muſt be rejected as uſeleſs, and no Foun- 
dation be left in the Truth of Gop, for the In- 
troduction of the New. © e 


2. Ir was the Perſon of Cbriſ, his Incarnation 
and Mediation, that were promiſed under the Name 
of the Seed of the Woman, and the Work He ſhould 
do in bᷣreating the Head of the Serpent, with the 
Way whereby He ſhould do it, in ſuffering, by 


his Power. The Accompliſhment hereof was in 


Gop's ſending his Son in the Likeneſs of finfult 
Fleſh, in the Fullneſs of Time, made under the 

Law, or by his Manifeftation in the Fleſh to de- 
ſtroy the Works of the Devil. So is this Promiſe 
interpreted, Gal. iii. 10. Chap. iv. 4. Heb. ii. 14, 
15, 16. 1 John iii. 8. n 

5 Promiſe was confirmed, and the Way 

of Deliverance declared in the Inſtitution of ex- 
piatory Sacrifices. Gop by them declared from the 
Beginning, that without Shedding of Blood there 
was no Remiffion ; that Atonement for Sin was 
to be made by Subſtitution and Satisfaction. With 
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the Lamb of Go p, even as He took away the Sins 
of the World by the Sacrifice of Himſelf, John 1.29, 
For we were redeemed with the precious Blood of 
_ Chriſt, as of @ Lamb without Blemiſh and without 
Spot, 1 Pet. i. 19. Wherein the holy Spirit refers unto 
the Inſtitution and Nature of Sacrifices from the 
| Beginning. And becauſe of the Repreſentation 
thereof in all the former Sacrifices, is He ſaid to be 
von Hain from the Foundation of the World, Rey, 


- 


. ALL expiatory Sacrifices were from the Begin- 
ning, Types and Repreſentations of the Sacrifice of 
Chr:/t, whereon all their Uſe, Efficacy, and Be- 
neht among Men, all their Acceptance with Gop, 
did depend; Remove this Conſideration from them, 
and they were as irrational a Service, as unbecoming 


the divine Nature, as any Thing that reaſonable | 


| Creatures could fix upon. 


4. Our firſt Parents and all their holy Poſterity 
did believe this Promiſe, as the only Way of their 
Deliverance from ihe Curfe and State of Sin, and 
were thereon juſtified before Gop: I confeſs we 

have not infallible Aſſurance of any who did ſo in 
particular, but thoſe who are mentioned. by Name 
in Scripture, as Abel, Enoch, Noah; and ſome. o- 
thers. But to 3 it concerning others alſo, 
as of our fit Parents themſelves, is fooliſh and. 


5. Tn Declaration of. this Promiſe before the 
_ Giving of the Law. with the Nature and Ends of 
it, as alſo the Uſe of Sacrifices whereby it was con- 
farmed; was committed unto the ordinary Miniſtry 
of our firſt Parents and their godly Poſterity, and 


the extraordinary Miniſtry of the Prophets 7. — 


0 3 


* 1 
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Gop raiſed up among them. For Gop ſpake of 
our Redemption by Chri/t, by the Mouth: of his 


holy Prophets ee the Beginning of the - World, 
Luke i. 70 o greater Duty could be incum- 
bent on them by the Light of Nature and the ex- 
preſs Revelation of the Will of Gon, than that 
they ſhould in their ſeveral Capacities, communi- 
cate the Knowledge of this Promiſe unto all in 
whom they were concerned. TEE 


6. ALL the Promiſes that Gor gave afterwards 
unto the Church under the Old Teſtament, before 
and after giving the Law, all the Covenants that 
He entered into with particular Perſons, or the 
whole Congregation of Believers, were all of them 
Declarations and Confirmations of this firſt Pro- 
miſe, or the Way of Salvation by the Mediation 
of his Son, becoming the Seed of the Woman to 
break the Head of the Serpent, and to work out 
the Deliverance of Mankind. As moſt of theſe 
Promiſes were expreſly concerning Him, ſo all of 
them in the Counſel of Gop were confirmed in 
Him, 2 Cor. i. 20. And as there are Depths in 
the Old Teftament concerning Him which we can- 
not Fathom ; and Things innumerable ſpoken of 
Him which we conceive not; ſo the principal De- 


ſign of the Whole is the Declaration of Him and 


his Grace. 


7. Tos who voluntarily through the Con- 
tempt of Gop and divine Grace, fell off from the 
Knowledge and Faith of this Promiſe, whether at 
once and by Choice, or gradually through the Love 
of Sin, were in no better Condition than thoſe 
have been, or would be, who have ſo fallen off, or 
ſhould fo Apoſtatize from the Chri/tian Religion. 
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8. From'theſe Conſiderations, which are all Hin 
them unqueſtionable Principles, two Things are 


(I.) THAT there was no Way of the Juſtificz- Nnati 
tion and Salvation of Sinners, revealed and pr 
fed from the Foundation of the World, but only 
by Jeſus Chrift, as declared in the firſt Promiſe. 


I. 2.) Thar there was no Way for the Partici- 
pation of the Benefits of that Promiſe, or of 'his NWO 
Work of Mediation, but by Faith in Him as ſo WM: 
promiſed. There was therefore Faith in Him re. Ne 
quired from the Foundation of the World; that is, Nin v 
rom the Entrance of Sin. And how this Faith re- Myc: 
ed his Perſon, hath been before declared. Now M divi 
*aith in Him as promiſed for the Works and Ends Winy: 
of his Mediation, and Faith in Him as actually ex- is I. 
hibited, and as having accompliſhed his Work, are 
eſſentially the ſame, and differ only with Reſpect MW 7 
unto the QEconomy of Times which Gon diſpoſed % 
at his Pleaſure. Hence the Efficacy of his Media · N Con 
tion was the ſame unto them who then ſo believed, Morn 
as it is now unto us. But yet it is acknowledged, For 
that as to the Clearneſs and Fulneſs of the Revela- unte 
tion of the Myſtery of the Wiſdom and Grace of %% 
Gop in Him, as to the Conſtitution of his Perſon MW; | 
in his Incarnation, and therein the Determination MW, 
of the individual Perſon promiſed from the Begin- Wee t. 
ning, through the actual Accompliſhment of the 
Work which He was promiſed for: Faith in Him, “ 
as the Foundation of that divine Honour which it Wy; 
is our Duty to give unto Him, is far more evident- Nis re 
ly revealed and required in the Goſpel, or under Ni. 
the New Teſtament, than it was under the Old. Nis, t 
Ihe Reſpect of Faith now, unto Chri/t, is that Hand 
which renders it truly Evangelical. To _— So 
8 3 


ty which 1 is now required of us. 


Wanne the Ground of the aQuual A 
nation of divine Honour to the Perſon of Chi 1 in 
both Branches of it, Adoration and- Invocation, is 


Faith in Him. S0 He faid unto the blind Man 


Gop ? John ix. 35. And he ſaid, Lo Rx D, 7 be- 
lere, and he worſhipped Him, v. 38. All divine 
Worſhip, or Adoration, is a Fruit of Faith. So 
Jalſo is Invocation ; for how ſhould they call on Him in 
whom they have not believed, Rom. x. 14. Him, 
in whom we believe, we ought to Adore and In- 
ocate. For theſe are the principal Ways whereby 
divine Faith doth act itſelf. And fo to Adore, or 
Invocate any, in whom we Fought not to believes 
„is Idolatry. 


: Tus Faith therefore on the Perſon of Chri 1/t is 


or Duty. Yea ſuch a Duty it is, that our eternal 


Condition doth more peculiarly depend on the Per- 
„ bormance of it, than on any other Duty whatever. 
Wor conſtantly under thoſe Terms it is preſcribed 
unto us. He that believeth on the Son hath everlaſt- 
inc Life, and He that believeth not the Son ſhall not 
e Life, but the Wrath of G oD abideth on him, 


vi this F aith muſt be inquired into. 


1.4 Tn ERE is a Faith which is exvroifed to- 
wards thoſe by whom the Mind and Will of Gon 
revealed. So it is ſaid of the //raelites, Tl -— 
ved the Lord and Moſes, Exod. xiv. 33. 

Js chat he was ſent of Gop, that it was the Word 
t Wind Will of Go p which he revealed unto them. 
: do 1 Chron.” xx. 20. Believe in the LoRD your 


Von, fo fhall ye beeflabliſhed, believe his Res” 


of the Perſon of Curr. 1535 
Him, to believe on his Name, is that * Du- 


rhoſe Eyes He opened, Believe/t thou on the Son of 
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John iii. 36. Wherefore the Nature and 2 5 
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Jo ſhall ye proſper. It was not the Per/ons of the 
Prophets, but their Meſſage that was the Object of 
the Faith required. It was to believe what they 
ſaid, as from Gon, not to believe in them, as if 
they were Gop. | 


- Bur it is the Per/on of Chriſt, which is the furt 
and principal Object of that Faith wherewith we 
are required to believe in Him; and ſo to do, i; 
not only to aſſent to the Doctrine revealed by Him, 
but alſo to place our Truſt and Confidence in Him, 
for Mercy, Relief and Protection, for Righteouſ. 
neſs, Life and Salvation, for a bleſſed Reſurrection 
and eternal Reward. This I ſhall (1.) manifeſt 
from ſome few of thoſe multiplied Teſtimonies, 
wherein this is declared, and (2.) proceed to de- 
clare the Ground, Nature and Exerciſe of this 
Faith itſelf. 


(i.) As to the Teſtimonies confirming this Truth, 
it muſt be obſerved of them all in general, that 
whenever #aith is required towards our Lord 7+ 
ſus Chrift, it is ſtill called believing in Him, or on 
his Name, according as Faith in Gop abſolutely i 
every where expreſſed. Some few may be brief) 
inſiſted on. John xiv. I. Ie believe in Gop, b. 
lieve alſo in me. The Diſtinction made between 

- Gop and Him, limits the Name of God unto the 
Perſon of the Father. Faith is required in them 
both, and that diſtinctly; ye believe in Gop, b. 
tive alſo in Me. And it is the ſame Faith, of the 
ſame Kind, to be exerciſed in the ſame Way that 
is required, as is plain in the Words. They wil 
not admit of a double Faith, of one Sort in Gon, 
and of another in Chri/t. Wherefore as Faith Di- 
vine is fixed on, and terminated in the Perſon of 

the Father, ſo is it likewiſe diſtinctly in and on the 
Perſon of the Son; and it was to evidence his di 
vine 
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their Faith, that He gave this Command unto his 
Diſciples. This He farther teſtifies, ver. 9, To, 11. 


And as to the Exerciſe of this Faith, it reſpected 


the Relief of their Souls under Troubles, Fears, 


and Diſconfolations. Let not your Heart be troubled,. 
ye believe in Gop, believe alſo in me. To believe. 


in Him, unto the Relief of our Souls „ ard Crag 


bles, is not to aſſent meerly unto the Doctrine of 


the Goſpel, but alſo to place our Trat and Confi- 


dince in Him, for ſuch Supplies of Grace, for ſuch an 


Exerciſe of the Acts of his divine Power, as whereby 
we may be ſupported and delivered. And we have 


herein the whole of what we plead. Divine Faith 


ated dĩſtinctly in, and terminated on the Perſon 
of Chri/t, a 
Grace and Mercy from Him, in a Way of divine 
Power. So He ſpeaks unto Martha, John xi. 25, 
26, 27. He that believeth in Me, though be were 
dead, yet ſhall he live, and whoſoever liveth and be- 


lieveth on me, ſhall never die Belicueſt thou this? 
Whereunto ſhe anſwers, Na, Loxp, I believe that 
then art Chriſt the Sen of Gon. His Perſon was 
the Object of her Faith, and her Belief in Him com- 


priſed a truſt for all ſpiritual and eternal Mercies. 
[ ſhall add one more, wherein not only the Thing 
itſelf, but the eſpecial Ground of it is declared, 
Gal. ii. 20. The Life which I now live in the Fleſh, 
[ live by the Faith of the Son of Gop, who loved me, 
and gave Himſelf for me. That Faith He aſſerts 
which is the Spring of our ſpiritual Life; that Life 
unto Gop, which we lead in the Fleſh, or whilſt 
we are in the Body, not yet admitted unto Sight 
and Enjoyment. Of this Faith the Son of God is 
both the Author and the Object, the latter whereof 
is here principally intended. And this is evident 
irom the Reaſon and Motive of it, which are ex- 
preſſed.” This Faith I live by, am in the continual 
You THR oF Exerciſe 


of the Perſin of Cax1s8T. 157 
vine Nature unto them, which is the Ground of 


that with Reſpect unto Supplies of 


> = 
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Exerciſe of, becauſe He loved me, and gave Him- 
e for me. For this is that which doth power- 


fully influence our Hearts to fix our Faith on Him. 


And that Perſon who ſo loved us, is the ſame in 


whom we believe. If his Perſon was the Seat 
of his own Love, it is the Object of our Faith. 
And this Faith is not only our Duty, but our 


Life. He that hath it not, is dead in the Sight 
of Gop. 5 


Tuts Faith in the Perſon of Chriſt which is 
the Foundation of all that divine Honour in ſacred 
Adoration and Invocation which is aſſigned unto. 
Him, may be conſidered two Ways. (1. As it 


2 


reſpects his Perſon, abſolutely. (2. As He is con- 


ſidered in the Office of Mediation. 


(1. In the firſt Senſe Faith is placed abſolutely | 
and ultimately on the Perſon: of Chri/t, even as 
on the Perſon of the Father. He counts it no Rol- 


bery herein to be equal with the Father. And the 
Reaſon hereof js becauſe,the_Diyine. Nature itſelf 
is the 7 0 and immediate Object of this Faith, 
and al 


the Acts of it. This being one and the 


* 


ſame in the Perſon of the Father and of the Son, 


as alſo of the Holy Spirit, two Things do follow 


thereon. Fir/t, That each Perſon. is equally the 


Object of our Faith, becauſe Salz participant 


of that Nature Which is the Object of it. Se- 


condly, That in acting Faith on, and aſcribing 
therewithall Divine Honour unto any one Perſon, 


the others are not excluded, yea, they are includ- 
ed therein. For by Reaſon of the mutual In- 
being of the Divine Perſons, in the Loox, of the 
ſame Nature, the Object of all ſpiritual Worſhip 
is undivided. . Hence are thoſe Expreſſions of the 

Seriptu es; He that bath ſcen the Son, hath ſeen the 


„ #F*# CTR I wh E* ; Ba a 


A F 
- 


* 


Faiber; 


the Perſon of CHR 17. T 59 


Father ; he that honoureth the Son, honoureth the Fa- 
ther, for” He and * Father are one. 


Ax to clear our pretend Deſign, three Things 
may be obſerved from hence, namely, "That the 
Divine Nature, with all its eſſential Properties, 

is the only Ground of divine Faith. "An. 


1. Thar the Loan Chrift 3 is not "Ul abſolute 
and ultimate Object of oug E aith, but under this 
Conſideration, of his being Partaker of the Na- 
ture of GoD, and equal unto Him. Without 
this, to place our Faith in Him would be Rob- 
dery and Sacrilege; as is all the pretended Faith 
of them, who believe not his Divine Perſon. 


7 Turn is no Baade from the Glory 
of the Father, nor from the Holy Spirit, b 10 
eſpecial Actings of Faith on the Perſon of 

For all divine Honour is given ſolely unto 25 
Divine Nature. And this being abſolutely the 
fame in each Perſon, in the honouring of one, 
they are all equally honoured. He that honour- 
ts the Son, he. therein honoureth the * 

0. . 


3. Hencs it appears what is that eſpecial Act- 
mg of Faith on the Perſon of Chri/ft which we 
intend, and which in the Scripture is given in 
Charge unto us, as indiſpenſably neceſſary to our 
Salvation. And there are three Things to be 


eonfider'd i in it. 
* 


(1 ; ) Tnar his divine Name i is th proper 
Object of this Faith, on the Conſideration where- 
of alone, it is fixed on Him. If you aſk a Rea- 
ſon why I believe on the Son of Gop; if you in- 

tend what Cauſe I have for it? I anſwer, It is 
„ becauſe 
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becauſe of what He hath done for me, ſo doth 
the Apoſtle, Gal. ii. 20. But if you intend, P. 
What is the Warrant whereon I thus believe in an 
Him? I fay, it is only this, that He is over al! tu 
Gon bleſſed forever ; and where He not fo, 1 fix 
could not believe in Him. For to believe in any, I G 
is to expect from Him that to be done for me, A. 
which none but Gop can do. — 


2.) THAT the entire Perſon of Chriſt as Gop I th 
Man, is the immꝭdiate Object of our Faith I as 
EW The Divine Nature is the Reaſon of it; M 
but his Divine Perſon is the Object of it. In I hi 
our Faith on Him, we conſider Him as T 

Gop and Man in one and the ſame Perſon. We an 
believe in Him becauſe He is Gop; but we be- by 
lieve in Him as He is Gop and Man in ane Per- I in: 
fon. And this Confideration of the Perſon of en 
Chrift, namely, as He is Gop and Man, in our Su 
Acting of Faith on Him, is that which renders it | Hi 
Econ and limits it unto his Perſon; becauſe an 
only is ſo; the Father is not, nor the Holy I y 
irit. That Faith which hath the Perſon of by 
FL and Man for its Object, is Nee no 
on Chrift. G 


(3) Tur Motives unto this diſtinct Adding of Pr 
Faith. on his Perſon, are always to be conſiderefi M 
as thoſe alſo which render this Faith peculiar. tat 
For the Things which Chri/t hath r thay” for us, 
which are the Motives of our Faith in Him, 
were peculiar to Him alone. Such are all the | 
Works of his Mediation with all the Fruits of them 210, 
whereof we are made Partakers. . 12 


up 
Hana two Things are evident. Fa 


1.) Thær ſert 


H the Perſon of Carnref, - v6r 
1.) Taar Faith which we place upon the 
Perſon of Chriſt, is equally placed on the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, with Reſpect unto that Na- 
ture which is the Cauſe of it. But it is peculiarly 
fixed on Cbrii, with Reſpect to his Perſon as 
Gop and Man; and the Motives unto it; in the 
Acts and Banat of his Mediation. 


.) ALL of Chri 571 is canfdertd and olorified't in 
this acting of Faith on Him. His Divine Nature 
as the Cauſe of it, his entire Perſon Gop and 
Man, as its proper Object; and the Benefits of 
his Mediation as the eſpecial Motives thereunto. 
This Faith in the Perſon of Chriſt is the Spring 
and Foundation of our ſpiritual Life. We live 
by the Faith of the Son of Gop. By the Act- 
ings hereof is it preſerved, encreaſed and ſtrength- 
ened. For He is our Life, Col. ii. 4. And all 
Supplies of it are derived from Him by Faith in 
Him. We receive the Forgiveneſs of Sins, and 
an Inheritance among them that are ſanctiſied 
by the Faith that is in Him, Acts xxvi. 18. Here- 
by do tus abide in Him; without which we can do- 
nothing, Jahn xv. 5. Hereby is our Peace with 
Gop maintained: For He is our Peace, Eph. ii. 
14. And in Him we have Peace according to his 
| Promiſe”, "John xvi: 33. All Strength for the 

Mortification of Sin, for the Conqueſt of Temp- 
tations, all our Growth in ns * om this 
Faith in Him. | 


[2.] FarTH is ated on 2 18 u M bs 
tween Gon and Man. So it is expreſſed, 1 Pet. 
1 21. Who by Him do believe in Gon that raiſed Him 
up from the Dead, and gave Him Glory, that your” 
Faith and Hope might be in Gor: And this Faith 
towards, Chriſt, is not contrary to that before de- 
ſcribed, nor inconliſtent with ity tho it be diſtin 
G from 
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from it. To deny the Perſon of Chriſt to fall 
under this a Confalaration. of a divine Per. 
ſon abſolutely, wherein He is over all GO bliſs. 
4 2 and as manifeſted in the Flaſb, exerciſ- 
the Office of Mediator between Gop and 
to renounce the Goſpel. And accord. 
| to the Variety of theſe Reſpects, ſo are the 
A ings of Faith various; fome on Him abſolutely 
on the Motives of his Mediation; ſome on Him 
as Mediator only. And how.neceſlary this Variety 
is unto. the Life, Support and Comfort of Beliey- 
ers, they all know in ſome Meaſure who are ſo. 
————ů — Throne; 
ſometimes as ffandin Hand « f Gon; 
ſometimes as over Gop CR ſome- 
times as the Mediator between Go and Man, 
— — 5 No comfortable refreſh- 
Whos op, no warrantable or ac- 
Idneſs in an Approach and Acceſs to 
= e can any one entertain or receive, but in 
this Exerciſe of Faith on Chrift as the Mediator 
between'Gop and Man. And if in the Practice 
Religion, this Faith on: Gop through Him, 
22 the S whereby the whole is ani- 
er Cbriſtianity is renounced, and 
oud of natural Religion embraced in 
n Not a verig]- Mention of Him, 


R 


Gon by Him is required of us; and in that all 
Expectation of Acceptance with en to our 
W or n is reſolved... 
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CHAP. Ix. 


Obedience unto Dances, the Nature and 
Cauſes of it. tows: 


At LL holy Obediance both internal and ab} 


is that which we propoſed as the ſecond 
Part of our religious Regard unto the Per- 
great Injunction unto his Diſ- 

ciples, is, That we keep his Commandments, with- 


out which, none are ſo. 


Tu Law under the 525 Teſtament taken ge- 


nerally had two Parts, - The moral precep- 
tive Part of it. [2.] ] itutions of Wor- 
ſhip appointed for that Seaſon. Theſe are * 
and diſtinctly called the Law. 


A [1.] Is Reſpect unto the firſt of f theſe, the 


Loxp Chrift gave . new: Lato nor was the old 
abrogated by All is included in that Sum- 

may my it, Thou 1 ſhalt love the LoRD thy Gon 
with all thy Heart, and thy Neighbour as thyſelf. 
Nothin — be the Duty of Men but what is re- 


. . y. the Leue of Gop or our Net 2 


herefore no Additions were made unto the per- 


ceptive Part of the Law by our Saviour, nor 


Counſels given by Him for the Performance of 


8 than it did require. In this Regard the 


Goſpel is no new Law, only the Duties of the 
moral and eternal Law, are r declared in 
the 1 of it, enlorced in its * and 
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directed as to their Manner and End. Nor in 
this Senſe did the. Loxp Chr; ever declare Him- 


ſelf to be a new Law-giver; yea, He declares the 


contrary, that He came to confirm the ane, 
Matt. v. 17. 9 3 


on Tas Hin mY confdders, as con- 
the Inſtitutions of Worſhip, which were 
—.— in Horeb by Moſes, with other Statutes and 
udgments. It was in this Senſe aboliſh'd by 


Chrift. For the Things themſelves were appoint- 
ed, but unto. the Time of Reformation. And 
"thereon as the ſupreme Loxp and Law giver of 


the Goſpel Church, He gave a new Law of Mor- 


Hip, conſiſting in ſeveral Inſtitutions Ordi- 


nances of Worſhip thereunto belonging, 


' OneD1ENCE. unto the Loxp oe may be 
confidered with Reſpect unto both theſe ; the mo- 


ral Law which He confirmed; and' the Law of 


n Worſhip which He appointed. 


8) Onzpience unto Chrift, doth not conſiſt 
meerly. in doing the Things which He fequireth, . So 
far the Church under the Old Teſtament was: o- 
bliged to yield Obedience unto Moſes. All Obe- 
dience unto Chri/t proceeds from an expreſs Sub- 
jection of our Souls and Conſciences unto Him. 
2.) No religious Obedience could be his unto 
Chih directly, by the Command of the moral 
Law, were 2 not Gop þy Nature alſo. The 
Foundation of all the Obedience required therein, 
is, I am the Lord thy Gop, then ſhalt haue ns 
other Gods before Me. This contains the Reaſon 
of all religious Gbedience. And all religious 
Obedience unto a Who is not Go by Nature, 
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(3. Tuxxx is a peculiar Reſpect unto Him in 
all moral Obedience as Mediator. | 


(1. Ix that by the ſupreme Authority over the 
Church wherewith He was veſted, He hath con- 
firmed all the Commands of the moral Law, giv- 
ing them new Enforcements, whence He calls 
them, His Commands. And as the Church of 
Iſrael was not obliged to Obedience unto the mo- 
ral Law abſolutely conſidered, . but as it was given 
unto them peculiarly in the Hand of a Mediator, 
that is, of Moſes; no more is the evangelical 
Church, obliged by the original Authority of that 
Law, but as it is confirmed unto us in the Hand 
of our Mediator. This renders all our moral 
Obedience, . evangelical.  .For there is no Du 
of it, but we are obliged to perform it in Fai 
through Chriſt, on the Motives . of the Love of 
Gop in Him of the Benefits of his Mediation, 
and the Grace we receive by Him; whatever is 
otherwiſe done by us is not acceptable unto Gop. - 
They do therefore for the moſt Part deceive them- 
ſelves and others who talk ſo loudly about moral 
Duties. If the 98 they owe unto them, 
be only the original Power of the moral Law, or 
the Law of our Creation, and they are perform?d 
in the Strength of that Law .unto the End of it, 
they are no Way accepted of (30D. But if they 
intend the Duties which the moral Law requir- 
eth, proceeding from, and performed by Faith 
in Chriſt, upon the Grounds. of the Love, of Gon 
in Him, and. Grace received from Him, then are 
they Duties purely evangelical.  , And although 
the Law -hath never Joſt, nor ever can loſe its 
original Power of obliging us unto univerſal Obe- 
dience as we are reaſonable Creatures, yet is our 
Obedience unto it as Chriſtians, as Believers, 
immediately influenced by its Confirmation unto 


the 


* 
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the evangelical Church i in 1 the Hand of our Me- 


_ diator. For, 


164 Go hath given unto the 1565 Cri all 
Power in his: Name to require this Obedience 
from all that receive the Goſpel. Others are leſt 


under the original Authority of the Law, either 


as implanted in their Natures at their firſt Creation, 

"as are the Gentiles, or as delivered by Moſes, and 
written in Tables of Stone, as it was with the 
Fetor, Rom. ii. 12, 13, 14. But as to them that 
are called unto the Faith of the Goſpel, the Au- 
thority of Chrift doth immediately affect their 
Minds and Conſciences. | | 


ALL. Things are yet more plain with Reſpect 


unte Inſtitutions of Divine Worſhip. The 4 


-pointment of all Divine Ordinances under 

New Teſtament, was his eſpecial Province and 
Work, as the Son and Lord over his own Houſe. 
And Gbedience unte rf in the Obſervance of 


them, is that which He gives in eſpecial Charge 


unto all his Diſciples, Matt. xxviii. 18, 19, 20. 
And it is nothing but a Loſs of that Subje&ion 
of Soul and Conſcience unto Him, which is in- 
diſpenſibly required of all Believers, that hath ſet 


the Minds of f fo many at Liberty to do and obſerve 
in divine Worſhip what they pleaſe, without any 
Regard unto his babs It is otherwiſe with 
Reſpect unto moral Duties, For the Things of 
the moral Law, have an Obligation on our C 
"ſciences antecedent unto the Enforcement of them 
by the Authority of Chri/?. But as to Things of 
the latter Sort, our Conſciences can no Way be 
affected with a Senſe of them, but by the ſole 
and immediate Authority of Chriſt Himſelf. If 


a Senſe hereof be loſt in our Minds, we ball 


not abide in the Obſervance of his Commands. 
'THAT 


7 


e 


Ve 


of the Perſon of CRI T. 167 
THAT which doth enliven and animate this Q- 
bedience is Love.” This Himſelf makes the Foun- | 
dation of all that iSacceptable unto Him. V% ſaith : 
He, you love Me, keep my Commandments, John xiv. 
15. As He diſtinguiſheth between Love and Obe- 
dience, ſo He aſſerts the former as the Foundation 
of the latter. He accepts of no Obedience unto his 
Commands that doth not proceed from Love unto 
his Perſon. That is no Love which is not fruitful 
in Obedience, and that is no Obedience which pro- . 
ceeds not from Love. So he expreſſeth on both 

Sides; Fa Man love Me, he will keep my Wards ; 
and he that loveth Me not, keepeth not my Sayings, ver. 
23, 24. In the Old Teſtoment the Love of GoD was 
the Life and Subſtance of all Obedience. Thou ſhalt 
[me the LORD thy GOD with all thy Heart, with all 
thy Soul, thy Mind and Strength, was the Sum of 
the 1 This includes in it all Obedience, and 
where it is genuine, will produce all the Fruits of 
it. And where. it was not, no bb, af f 
Duties was accepted ihm... AL 


Ta xr the Perſon of Chri t is the eſpecial Object 
of this divine Love, which is the Fire that kindles 
the Sacrifice of our Obedience unto Him; this is 
Fa: alone bien at A r 1 7 to dee, 

te. | i = 


Buzz * 7 9 are to obe premiſed to ea, | 
irmation of our Allereion. 13 5 8 


1. I is l that there i may be; a falſe "Yup 
tence of Low unto Chriſt. And, as this Pretence 
is ruinous unto the Souls of them in whom it is, ſo 
it oftentimes nde an Aer. and mne 
ſome vl ON Hef TA ? 
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2. As there is a falſe Pretence of Love: unto 
Chrift, ſo there is, or may be, a falſe Love unto 
Him alſo. The Perſons in whom it is, may in ſome 
Meaſure be ſincere, and yet their Love unto Chrif 
may not be pure, nor ſincere, ſuch as anſwers the 
Principles-and*Rules of the Goſpel. And, as many 
deceive others, ſo ſome deceive themſelves in this 
Matter. They may think that they love Chriſt, but 
indeed do not ſo. And this I ſhall manifeſt in ſome 


(I.) Tar Love is not ſincere which proceed- 
eth not from, which is not a Fruit of Faith. Thoſe 
who do not firſt really believe on Chriſi, can never 
| ſincerely love Him. It is Faith alone that wworketh 
by Love towards Chri and all his Saints. If there- 
fore any do not believe with that Faith which unites 
them unto Chri/t, which purifies the Heart, and is 
effectual in Duties of Obedience; whatever they 
may perſuade themſelves concerning Love unto 
Chrift, it is but a vain Deluſion, FP BR iS 


(. 2.) Tnar Love is not true which ariſeth from 
_ falſe Ideas and Repreſentations of Chriſi. Men may 


draw Images in their Minds of what they fancy, and 


then dote upon them. So ſome think of Chriſt only as 
a glorious Perſon exalted in Heaven, without farther 
Apprehenſions of his Natures and Offices. Shall we 
think that they love Chris, by whom his divine 
Nature is denied ? Or thoſe who diſbelieve the Re- 
ality of his human Nature? Or thoſe by whom the 
Union of both in the ſame Perſon is rej ? There 
cannot be true Love unto a falſe Ct.. 


"Trwese Things being premiſed, we aſſert, that 
there is in all Believers, a religious Love unto the 
Perſon of Chriſt, diſtinct from their Obedience to 
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his Commands, that is, it is diſtin from all other 
Commands; but is alſo itſelf commanded and re- 


quired of us. 


THAT there is in the Church aach a . unto 
the Perſon of Chr;/?, the Scripture teſtifies both 
in the Precepts it gives for it, and the Examples 
of it. And all thoſe who truly believe cannot appre- 
bend that they underſtand any Thing of Faith, or 
Love of Chriſti, or themſelves, by whom it is — 
Jed in queſtion. If therefore I ſhould 
this Subject, a great Part of the Doctrine of the 
—— from firſt to laſt muſt be repreſented, and 
a Tranſcript of the Hearts of Believers wherein this 
Love is ſeated, be made. And there is no Subject 
rhat I could more willingly e upon. But 1 
muſt at preſent contract myſelf. Iwo Things only 
I ſhall demonſtrate. [I. ] t the Perſon 1 
is the Object of divine Love. [ 2.] What is the 
ture of that Love in us; what are the Grounds at | 
it, in them that believe. 


Tux Perſon of is the principal principal Object of 
the Love of Gop, and of the whole —— par- 
ticipant of his Image. The Reaſon why I thus ex- 
tend the Aſſertion, will appear in the ion 
of it. 0 86 


1. No ſmall Part of the eternal Bleſſedneſs of 
Gop, conſiſteth in the mutual Love of the Father 
and the Son, by the Spirit. As He is the only Be- 
gotten of the Father, He is the compleat Object of 
the whole Love of the Father. The Father loves, 
and cannot but love his own Nature and: eſſential 
Image in Him. He is Love eternally and neceſſa- 
nly in this Love of the Son; and all other Work- 
ings of Love, are but Acts of his Will, whereby 
lomewhat of it is 9 * And all Love 
* XVIII. in 
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in the Creation was introduced from this Fountain, 
to give a Shadow and Reſemblance of it. 


AGAIN, He is the peculiar Object of the Love 
of the Father, as He is incarnate, as He hath taken 
on Him, and hath now diſcharged the Work of 
Mediation, -or continues in the Diſcharge of it; 
that is, the Per/on of Chriſt, as Gop-Man, is the 
peculiar Obje& of the divine Love of the Father. 
So He declares Himſelf in the Proſpect of his future 
Incarnation. Behold my Servant whom I uphold, mine 
£1: in whom my Soul delighteth, Iſa. xlii. 1. And 
theTeſtimony hereof He renewed from Heaven after- 
wards, Matt. iii. 17. Lo a Voice from Heaven, ſay- 
ing, This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleaſed. 
And our Love unto Chri/t being the only outward 
Expreſſion and Repreſentation of this Love of the 
Father unto Him, therein conſiſts the principal Part 
of our Renovation in his Image. Wherever this is 
wanting, whatever there may be beſides, there is 
nothing of the Image of GoD. He that loves not 
2 us Chrift, let him be Anathema Maranatha ; for 

is unlike Gop, his carnal Mind is Enmity a- 


gainſt Gop. pd | 


Tux clear Revelation of the Perſon of Chriſt, lo tic 
as to render Him the direct Object of our Love, I B. 
is one of the moſt eminent Privileges of the New . 
Teſlament. And it is variouſly atteſted in Precepts, 
Promiſes, Inſtances, and ſolemn Approbations. 
Wherever He ſuppoſeth or requireth this Loye in 
any of his Diſciples, it is not only as their Duty, 
as that which they were obliged unto by the Pre- 
cepts of the Goſpel, but as that without which no 
other Duty whatever is accepted by Him. /, faith 
He, ye love Me, keep my Commandments, John xiv- 
15. He ſo requires Love unto Himſelf, as not to 
expect or approve of any Obedience unto his Com- 
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mands without it. It is a great and bleſſed Duty to 
feed the Sheep and Lambs of Chriſt : Yet will not He 
accept of it unleſs it proceeds out of Love. Simon, 
Sen of Jonas, loveſt thou Me, feed my Lambs, John 
xxi. 15, 16, 17. Three Times did He repeat the 
fame Words to him who had failed in his Love to- 
wards Him by denying Him thrice. Without this 
Love unto Him, He requires of none to feed his 
Sheep, nor will accept of what they pretend to do 
therein. It were a bleſſed Thing, if a due Appre- 
henſion hereof did always abide with them that are 
called unto that Work. ww 


| HteREvuUNTo0 doth He annex thoſe bleſſed Promiſes 


which compriſe the Whole of our Peace, Safety, 


and Conſolation in this World. He (faith He) that 
loveth Me, ſball be loved of my Father, and I wil 
love him, and manifeſt myſelf unto him, John xiv. 
21. and 23. My Father will love Him, and we will 
come unto him, and make our Abode with Him. What 
Heart can conceive, what Tongue can expreſs the 
Glory of theſe Promiſes, or the leaſt Part of the 
Grace that is contained in them ? Who can conceive 


aright, of the divine Condeſcenſion, Love, and 


Graces that are expreſſed in them ? How little a Por- 
tion is it that we know of Gop in theſe Things ? 
But if we value them not, if we labour not for an 
Experience of them, according unto our Meaſure, 
we have neither Lot nor Portion in the Goſpel. 
The Preſence and Abode of Gop with us as a Fa- 


ther manifeſting Himſelf to be ſuch unto us, in the - 
_ infallible Pledges and Aſſurances of our Adoption; 


the Preſence of Chriſt with us, revealing Himſelf 
unto us with all thoſe ineffable Mercies wherewith 
theſe Things are accompanied, are all contained in 
them. And theſe Promiſes are peculiarly given unto- 
them that love the Perſon of Chriſt, and in the Ex- 
erciſe of Love towards Him. EY 
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whatever. For, | 


the Inſtrument of our Adhe 
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CHAP. X. 


We Nature, Oper ations, and Cauſes of Di. 


vine Love, as it reſpects the Perſon of 
—_—_— 


HAT we may the better underſtand that 
1 Love unto the Perſon of Chrift which we 

plead for, ſome. Things muſt be premiſed 
concerning the Nature of divine Love in general. 


Soy hath endowed our Nature with a Faculty 


Love, but the Adherence of 


derſtand not, Bra 
in 


their Minds to viſible, capable of a preſent 
natural Enjoyment, For Things unſeen, eſpecially 


ſuch as are eternal and infinite, they ſuppoſe they 
have a Veneration; but how they ſhould love them, 
they cannot underſtand. And the Apoſtle doth grant 
that there is a greater Difficulty in loving Things 


| that cannot be ſeen, than in loving thoſe which are 


always viſibly preſent unto us, x John iv. 20. How- 
beit this divine Love hath a more fixed Prevalency 
in the Minds of Men, than any other Kind of Love 


1. THE principal End why Gon endued our 
Natures with that great and ruling Affection, that 
hath the moſt eminent Intereſt in our Souls, was 
that it might be fixed on Himſelf, that it might be 
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our firſt Creation, Love was the very Soul and 
quickening Principle of the Life of Gop, and on 
our Adherence unto Him thereby, the Continuance 
of our Relation unto Him, did depend. The Law, 
Rule and Meaſure of it was, Thou ſhalt love the 
Lok thy Gop with all thy Heart, and all thy Soul. 
For this End did Gop create this Affection in us. 
Not only our Perſons in their Nature and Being, 
but in all their Powers and Faculties, were prepared 
unto this End, of living unto Gop, and coming 
unto the Enjoyment of Him. And all their Exer 
ciſe on created Objects was to be directed unto this 
End. Wherefore the placing of our Love on any 
Thing before Gop, or above Him, is a formal Ex- 
preſſion of our Apoſtaſy from Him. 


2. Driving Excellencies are a proper adequate 
Obje& of our Love. The Will. indeed can adhere 
unto nothing in Love, but what the Underſtanding; 
apprehends. But it is not neceſſary that the Un- 
derſtanding fully comprehend the whole Nature of 
that which the Will doth ſo adhere to. Where a 
Diſcovery is made by the Mind of real Goodneſs- 
and Amiableneſs, the Will can cloſe with its Af- 
fections. And theſe are apprehended. as abſdlutely 
perfect in the divine Nature and holy Properties of 
it. Whereas therefore not only that which is the 
proper Object of Love is in the divine Excellencies, 
but it is there only perfectly and abſolutely, without 
the Mixture of any Thing that ſhould give it an Al- 
lay, they are the moſt ſuitable Object of our Love. 

e is no greater Diſcovery of the Depravation 
of our Natures, and Degeneracy of our Wills, than 
that whereas we are ſo prone to the Love of other 


Things, it is fo hard to raiſe our Hearts unto the - * 


Love of Gop. Were it not for that Depravation,. 
He would always appear as the only ſuitable and! 


atisfatory Object of our Affections. 
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3- Tux eſpecial Object of Love, is the divine | 


Goodneſs. How great is his Goodneſs, how great is 
his Beauty Zech. ix. 17. Nothing is amiable, or 
a proper Object of Love, but what is good, and 
as it is ſo. Hence divine Goodneſs, which is in- 
Anite, hath an abſolutely perfect Amiableneſs ac- 
companying it. Becauſe his Goodneſs is inexpreſ- 


fible, his Beauty is ſo. How great is bis Goodneſs, How | 


great is bis Beauty Hence are we called to give 
Thanks unto the LOR Dy and ta rejoice in Him, which 
are the Effects of Love, becauſe He is good, Pſal. 
QVi.-I, cxxxvi. 1. Neither is divine Goodneſs the 
eſpecial Object of our Love as abſolutely conſidered. 
But we have a Reſpect unto it, as comprehenſive 
of all that Grace and Bounty, which give us the 
beſt Relief in our preſent Condition, and an eter- 
nal Reward. Infinite Goodneſs exerting itſelf in 
all that Grace and Bounty which are needful to our 
Relief and Bleſſedneſs, is the proper Object of our 
Love. Whereas therefore this is done only in Ch iſi, 
there can be no true Love of the divine Goodneſs, 
but in and through Him alone. The Goodneſs of 
Gop as a Creator, Preſerver, and Rewarder, was 
a ſufficient, yea the adequate Object of all Love 
antecedently to the Entrance of Sin and Miſery. In 
Gos under thoſe Conſiderations might the Soul 
of Man find full Satisfaction as to its preſent and 
future Bleſſedneſs. But ſince the paſſing of Sin, 
Miſery, and Death upon us, our Love can find 
no Amiableneſs in any Goodneſs, no Reſt in any 
bdut in that Grace and Mercy by Chriſt, which we 
ſtand in Need of, ſor our preſent Recovery and fu- 
ture Reward. Nor doth Gop require of us that we 
ſhould love Him otherwiſe but as He is in Chriſt 
reconciling the World unto Himſelf. So the Apoſtle 
fully declares it. In this was manifeſt the Lave of 
Gop towards us, becauſe that God ſent his only be. 


gotten Son into the Warld, that we might live through 


Him: 
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Him : Herein is Love, not that we loved Gop, but 
that He laved us, and ſent his Son te be the Propitia- 
tion for our Sins. And we have known and believed 
the that Gop hath to us : Gop is Love, and 
he that diuelleth in Love, dwelleth in Gon, and Gop 
in Him, 1 John iii. 9, 10.-—16. Gop is Love, of 
a Nature infinitely good and gracious, ſo as to be 
the only Object of all divine Love. But this Love 
can no Way be known, or be ſo manifeſted unto 
us, that we may and ought to love Him, but by his 
Love in Chriſt, his ſending of Him, and loving us 
in Him. Before this, without this, we do not, we 
cannot love GoD, For herein is Love, not that 
w2 loved GOD, but that He lowed us, and ſent his 
Son to be the Propitiation for our Sins, is is 
the Cauſe, the Spring. and Fountain. of all our 
Love unto Him. 'They are but empty Notions 
and Imaginations, which ſome ſpeculative Perſons 
pleaſe themſelves with, about Love unto the divine 
Goodneſs abſolute] y conſidered. F or however in- 
finitely amiable it may be in itſelf, it is not fo really 
unto them, it is not ſuited unto their State, without 
* en of the Communications of it in 
IF. | i 


4. THESE Things being premiſed, we may con- 
ſider the eſpecial Nature of this divine Love, altho” 
I acknowledge the leaſt Part of what Believers ex- 
perience, can be expreſſed, at leaſt by me. Some 
few Things I ſhall mention, which may give us a 
Shadow of it, but not the expreſs Image of the 
Thing itſelf. | 
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1.) DEs1RE of Union and Enjoyment is the ſirſt 
vital Act of this Love. The Soul upon the Diſco- 
very of the Excellencies of Gop, earneſtly deſires 
to be united unto them, to be brought near unto 
that Enjoyment of them whereof it is «us» and 
GE wherein 
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wherein alone it can find Reſt and Satisfaction. 


This is eſſential unto all Love; it unites the Mind 
unto its Object, and reſts not but in Enjoyment.. 
Gop's Love unto us ariſeth out of the overflowin 
of his own immenſe Goodneſs, whereof He will 
communicate the Fruits and Effects unto us. Gop 
is Love, and herein is Love, not that we loved 
Gop, but that He loved us, and ſent his only be- 
gotten Son. Yet doth this Love of Gop tend to 
the bringing us unto Him, not that He may enjoy 
us, but that He be enjoyed by us. Love in general 
unites the Mind unto the Object, the Perſon lovin 
unto the Thing or Perſon beloved. So it is expreſl 
in an Inſtance of human Love, namely, that of 
r= to David, his Soul was knit to the Soul of 
avid, and he loved him as his own Soul, 1 Sam. 
XViii. 1. Love had fo effectually united them, as. 
that the Soul of David was as his own. Hence are 
thoſe Expreſſions of this divine Love, by cleaving 
unte Gop, following- hard after Him, thir/fling, pant- 
mg after Him, with the like Intimations of the moſt 
earneſt Endeavours of our Nature after Union and 
Enjoyment. When the Soul hath a View by Faith 


(which nothing elſe can give it) of the Goodneſs 


of Gop as manifeſted in Chrift, that is, of the eſ- 
ſential Excellencies of his Nature as exerting them- 
ſelves in Him, it reacheth after Him- with its moſt 
earneſt Embraces, and is reſtleſs until it comes unto 
perfect Fruition. | 8 


2.) Ir is a Love of Aſſimilation. It contains in 

it a Deſire and intenſe Endeavour to be like Gop, 
according to our Capacity. The Soul ſees all Good- 
neſs, and conſequently all that is amiable in Gop, 


the Want of all which it ſinds in itſelf. The Frui- 


tion of this Goodneſs is that which it longs for as 
its utmoſt End, and Conformity to it as the Means 
| thereof. Love is the Principle that actually _— 
. 


* 
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hates and conforms us te Gop, as Faith is the Prin- 
ciple which originally diſpoſeth thereunto. In our 
Renovation in the Image of God, the transforming 
Power is ſeated in Faith, but acts by Love. Love 
proceeding from Faith, gradually changeth the Soul 
into the Likeneſs of Gop. To labour after Con- 
formity to GoD by outward Actions only, is to 
make an Image of the living Gop out of the Stock 
of a dead Tree. It is from this vital Principle that 
we are not forced into it as by Engines, but na- 
turally grow up into the Likeneſs of Gop. For 
when it is duly affected with the Excellencies of 
God in Chrift it excites all the Affections to.a De- 
light in them. And where the Soul acts conſtantly 
in the Aﬀections, it will produce Aſſimilation un- 
to the Object of them. To love Gop is the only 
Way and Means to be like unto Him. 4 
F 3) Ir is a Love of Complacency, and therein 
of Benevolence. Upon that View which we have 
by Faith of divine Goodneſs, our Souls approve 
of all that is in God, applaud, adore, and acquieſce 
© 8 — my great as Fog — 
C -pel id. Fir » Joy LICT1HDTLONS ot. 

and oe unto Gen "All Praiſe and. Thank. 
giving, all Bleſſing unto Him, becauſe of his Ex- 
cellencies and PerfoRions, ariſe from our fatisfac- 
tory Complacence in them. The Righteous rejoice 
in the Lo R D, and give Thanks at the Remembrance 
of his. Holineſs. Pſal. xcvii. x2. They are fo pleaſed 
at the Remembrance of Gop's Holineſs, that it 
cauſeth them to break forth in Praiſes. Praiſe is 
nothing but an outward Expreſſion of the inward 
Complacency of our Hearts in the divine Perfec- 
tions. And, Secondly, Love herein acts itſelf by 
Benevolence, or the conſtant Inclination of the 
Mind to all Things, wherein the Glory of Gon is 
concerned. It Wills all Things wherein the * 
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of Gop may be ſanctified, his Praiſes made gloti- 


ous, and his Will done in Earth as it is in Hea- 


ven. | | 


4.) THis divine Love is a Love of Friendſhip, 

> Communion which we have with Gop there- 
in, is ſo intimate and accompanied with ſuch ſpiri- 
tual Boldneſs as gives it that Denbmination. So 
Abraham was called the Friend of Gop, Ifa. Ixvii. &. 
Jam. ii. 23, And becauſe of that mutual Truft 
which is between Friends, the Secret of the Loxp 
is with thom that fear Him, and He will jhew them 


hrs Covenant, Pſal. xxv. 14. For as our Saviour teach- 


eth us, Servants, that is, thoſe who are ſo, and no 
more, #now not what their Lok p doth; He rules them, 
commands them, or requires Obedience ſrom them. 
But as to his Secret, his Deſign and Purpoſe, his 
Counſel and Love, they know nothing of it. But 
faith He unto his Diſciples, I have called you Friends, 
for al! Things that I have heard of my Father I have 
made tnown wito you, John xv. 15. The ſame Love 
of Friendſhip is expreſſed by that intimate Converſe 
with, and eſpecial Reſidence that is between Gop 
and Believers; Gop dwelleth in them, and th 
dwell in Gop. Va Man, faith the Loxp Cbriſt, 
love Me, he will keep my Wards ; and my Father will 
love him, and We: will come unto him, and make our 
| Abode with him, John xiv. 23. And if any Man 
hear my Voice, and _ the Door, I will come unto 
him, and ſup with Him, and he with Me, Rev. iii. 
20. Theſe are not an empty Sound of Words, there 
is Subſtance under them, there is Truth in them. 
Thoſe whoſe Hearts are duly exerciſed in the Love 
of Gop, have Fxperience of the refreſhing Ap- 
proaches both of the Father and of the Son unto 


their Souls, in the Communications of their Love, 


and Pledges of their Abode with them. 


THESE 
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' TaesEt Things have I premiſed concerning the 

6 Nature of divine Love, that we may the better 

[ apprehend what we underſtand by it, in the Ap- 
plication of it to the Perſon of Crit. For, 


(1. Tux formal 9 of this Love, is the 
: eſſential Properties of the Divine Nature, its in- 
| finite Goodneſs in particular. Wherever theſe 
| are, there is the Object and Reaſon of this Love. 

But they are all of them in the Perſon of the Son, 

no leſs than in the Perſon of the Father. As 
therefore we love the Father on this Account, ſo 
rare we to love the Son alſo. But, e 


(2. Taz Perſon of Chriſt is to be conſidered 
as He was incarnate, and this takes Nothing off 
from the Reaſon of this Love, but only makes an 
Addition to the Motives of it. This indeed for 
a Seaſon vailed the Lovelineſs of his divine Ex- 
cellencies, and ſo turned aſide the Eyes of many 

from Him. For when He took on Him the Form 
15 Servant, and made Hi me of no Reputation, 

e had unto them who looked on Him with car- 
nal Eyes, neither Form nor Comlineſs that He ſhould 
be defired or beloved. Howbeit the entire Perſon 

of Chrift, Gop and Man, is the Object of this di- 
vine Love, in all the Acts of it. ſingle Ef- 
fect of infinite Wiſdom and Grace in the Union 
of the divine and human Natures, in the Son of 
Gop, renders Him the Object of this Love, in 
a peculiar Manner. The Way whereby we may 
attain this peculiar Love and the Motives to it, 
ſhall cloſe theſe Conſiderations. A due Conſi- 

_ deration of the Perſon of Chriſt, is the proper 
Foundation of this Love. He is ſo propoſed unto 
us in the Scripture that we may believe in Him, 
and love Him, To this End is He repreſented as 
altogether lovely, and the eſpecial Glories 80 e. 

erſon 
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Perſon are delineated, yea, drawn to the Life in 
the holy Records of the Old and New Teſta- 
ments. Therein as in a Glaſs do we behold the 
Glory of Chris, who is the Image of the inviſible 


Gop, and have our Souls filled with transform- 


ing Affections unto Him. The whole Book of 
Canticles is nothing but a myſtical Declaration of 
the mutual Love between Chri/t and the Church. 
And it is expreſſed by all ſuch Ways and Means 
as may repreſent it intenſe, fervent, and exceed - 
ing all other Love whatever. The mutual En- 
tercourſe on this Ground of Love between Chriſ 
and the Church, is 'the Life and Soul of the 
whole Creation. There is more Glory under the 

| of Gop, in the Sighs, Groans and Mourn- 
ing of poor Souls filled with the Love of Chr:/?, 
after the Enjoyment of Him according to his Pro- 
miſes, in their fervent Prayers for his Manifeſta- 
tion of Himſelf unto them, in the unſpeakable 
Joys which they have in his gracious Viſits and 
mbraces of his Love, than in the Thrones and 
Diadems of all the Monarchs on the Earth. Nor 
will they themſelves part with the ineffable Satis- 
factions which they have in theſe Things, for all 
that this World can do for them, or unto them. 
"Theſe Things have not only rendered Prifons and 
Dungeons more deſirable unto them than the moſt 
goodly Palaces; but have made them really Places 
of ſuch Refreſhment, as Men ſeek in vain to ex- 


tra& out of all the Comforts this World can 


afford. 
O curve in terris anime & cœlſtium inanes ! 


Tuis is the Foundation of our Love unto Chrift, 
namely, the Revelation of Him in the Scripture 
as altogether lovely. The Diſcovery that is made 
therein of the glorious Excellencies and Endow- 

: ments 
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ments of his Perſon, of his Love, bis Goodneſs. 
and Grace, of his Worth and Work, is that 
which een the AﬀeCtions of Nen to 


Him. ily stin » 2 11 Wil; I 


Wi F not Iberer in 9? Things Filing 
nomingly deviſed Fables: We do not indulge our 
own Imaginations; they are not unaccountable 
Raptures which, are pretended Sk 1 nor ſuch an 
artificial Concatenation of 22 . as ſome ig- 
norant of theſe Things boaſt can give an 
Account. of: Qur — to Chri 7 ariſeth alone 
from. the; Revelation that is made of Him in the 
Scripture, is generated, . e and 
is to obe Judged . 5 ; 


8 
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Moy unto the Love of eurrrr. 


IHE Motives unto this Love of Chri/t, is 
dhe laſt Thing on this Head that I Malt 
ſpeak to. When Gop required of the, 
che the. firſt and higheſt Act . gion, — 
ſole Foundation of af others, N to fake 
Him as their Gop, to own, believe and truſt in 
up alone as ſuch, which is wholly due unto 
Him for what He is, without any other Conſide- 
nation whatever; yet He. thought meet to add a 
Motive unto the Perfirmance of that Duty from. 
what He had done for them, Ex xx. f, 2. The 
denſe of the fl. Command is, that we ſhould 
hs Him alone 6 on Gop; for He is fo, and 
there is BW other, © But in the Preſeription of this: 


8 Vor. | Q Duty 
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Duty to the Church, N. minds them of the Be. 
nefits which they ha 
bringing them out of the — of Bondage. Gov in 
his Wiſdom and Grace ordereth all the Reaſons of 
our Duty, ſo. that all the rational Powers of aur 
Souls may be exerciſed therein. Wherefore He 
doth not only propoſe. Himſelf unto us, nor is 
Chriſt merely propoſed as the proper Object of 
our Affections, but He calls us alfo to confider 
all thoſe Things, that may ſatisfy us that it is the 
moſt reaſonable and advantageo Courſe for us 
to fix our Affections on Him. And theſe Con- 
ſiderations are taken from all that He did for us, 
with the Reaſons and Grounds why He did it. 
We love Him principally for what He is; but 
immediately for _ He did. What He did for 
ed unto us, and is that 1 77 
our Souls are firſt affected with. For th 
- originally acted in all Things by a Senſe o the 
Want which they have, and à Deſire of the 
Bleſſedneſs which they have not. This direct 
them to what He hath done for Sinners. But 
that leads to the Conſideration of what He is in 
Himſelf. And when our Love is fixed on Him 
then all thoſe, Things where with from à Senſe of 
our Wants and Deſires we were firſt affected, 
become Motives to confirm and encreaſę that 
Love. This is the conſtant Method of the Scrip- 
ture; it firſt propoſeth unto us what the Toots 
Ori hath done for us, eſpecially in his Obla- 
tion and, Interceſſion, with the Benefits which 
we receive thereby. Hereby 'it leads us unto his 
Perſon, and preſſeth the Conſideration of all othet 
Things to engage our Love to Him. beet pf 
Tus Motiyes unto 'the Joie of . ft aft 
eat, fo. m{og, G fuſed rlitoggh the” whol 
$7 | enſation Pow, at they can by no Hand 


ws; is firſt propaf 


'be 


received from Him, in 
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be fully expreſſed. The ſtudying them, and Im- 
provement of them, is among the principal Du- 
ties of our whole Lives. What I ſhall offer is 
the Reduction of them. unto theſe. two Heads: 
(1.) The Acts, of Ghrift, which is the Subſtance 
of them: And, (.) The Spring and Fountain 
of thoſe Acts, which is the Life of them. 


(1.) In general N are all the Acts of his me- 
diatory Office with all the Fruits of them whereof 
we are made Partakers. There is not any Thing 
that He did, or doth in the Diſcharge of his me- 
diatory Office, from his Incarnation in the Vomb 
of the bleſſed Virgin, to his preſent Interceſſion 
in Heaven, but is an effectual Motive to the Love 
of Him. Whatever He did or doth towards us 
in the Name of Gop, as the King and Prophet 
of the Church, whatever He did or doth with 
Gop for us as our Hizh-Prieft, it all ſpeaks this 
Language in the Hearts of them that believe; O 
love the Lord Jeſus in Sincerity. The Confide- 
ration of what Chi thus did and doth for us, is 


inſeparable from that of the Benefits which we 


receive thereby. A due Mixture of both theſe, 
of what He did for us, and what we obtain there- 
by, compriſeth the Subſtance of theſe Motives, 
Who loued me, and gave Himſelf for me. Who 
loved us, and waſhed us in his own Blood, and made 
us Kings and Prieſts unto Gop. For Thou, waff 
ſlain, and haft bought us unto Gop with thy Blood, , 
And both theſe. are of a tranſcendent. Nature, 
requiring our Love to be ſo alſo. Who is able 
to.comprehend the Glory of the Son.of Gop, in 
the Aſſumption of Nor Nathes| im what He did 
and ſuffered therein? And for. us, Eye hath not 
ſeen, nor Ear. heard, nor can it enter into the 
Heart of Man to conceive, what we receive 
thereby; The leaſt Benefit, and that obtained 
3 


* 


92 3 eſteemed Chriſtians? How do they live by the 


264 A Declaration of the Myſtery 


by the leaſt Expence of Trouble or Charge, de 
ferveth Love, and leaveth the Brand of a Crime 
where it is not ſo entertained. What then Go 

the greateſt deferve, and thoſe procured by th 
greateft Expence; even the Price of the Blood of 
4 Son of God? If we have any Faith concern. 
ing theſe Things, it will 2 Love, as that 
—— will Obedience. 22 we proſeſs con- 
ng them, it ſprings from Tradition and Opi. 
— "Sec not from Faith, if it engage not oui 

Souls to the Love of Him. Hi 


Hr is no Chriſtian who hives not bets in the 
Mleitation of the Mediation of Chris, and the 
eſpecial Acls of it. Some may more abound in 
mat Work than others. Some may be more abl: 
than others to difpoſe their Thoughts concerning 
them, into Method and Order. Some may be 
more diligent than others in the Obſervation a 
"Times for the folemn Performance of this Duty, 
Some may be able to riſe to higher and clearer 
Apprehenſions of them than others. But as fer 

thoſe, the Bent of whoſe Minds doth not 1 
wards them, whoſe Hearts are not on all 
ſions retreating to the Remembrance of them who 

embrace not all Opportunities to call them ove 
as they ate able; on what Grounds can they be 
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Faith of the Son of Gop? Are the great Thing 
of the Goſpel, of the Mediation of Cri, pro 
poſed unto us, as thoſe which we may think o 
when we have nothing elſe to do, that we maj 
mevitate upon, or neglect at our Pleafure, as thoſ 
wherein our Concernment is {6 ſmall, that thei 
muſt give Place unto all other Occaſions?" Nay; 
if ohr Minds are not filled with theſe Thing; f 
Chri/? doth not dwell plentifully in our Hearts b 
Faith; if our Souls are not poſſeſſed with the 
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and in their whole inward Frame ſo caſt into this 
Mould, as to be led by a natural Complacency. 
unto a Converſe with them, we are Strangers unto 
the Life of Faith. And if we are thus converſant 
about theſe Things, they will engage our Hearts 

in the Love of the Perſon of Chri/?. To ſuppoſe 
the contrary, is indeed to deny the Truth of them 
all, and to turn the Goſpel into a Fable. Take 
one Inſtance from among the reſt; namely, his 
Death. Hath He the Heart of a Chriſtian, who 

doth not ſolemnly think and often meditate on the 
Death of his Saviour, who doth not derive his 
Life from it? Who can look into the Goſpel and 
not. fix on thoſe Lines which either immediately 
and directly, or through ſome other Paths of Di- 
vine Grace and Wiſdom lead him thereto? And 
can any have believing Thoughts concerning the 
Death of Cbriſt, and not have his Heart affected 
with ardent Love to his Perſon? Chrift in the 
Goſpel, is evidently ſet go. crutified before us. 
Can any by the Eye of Faith look on this bleed- - 
ing, dying Redeemer, and ſuppoſe Love unto his 
Perſon to be nothing but the Work of Fancy? 
They know the contrary, who always bear about 
in the Body, the Dying of the Lokp Jeſus; as 
the Apoſtle. peaks, 2 Cor. iv. 10. As his whole 
Name, in, all that He did, is an Oimment poured 
farthy.. for. which the Virgins love: Him, Cant. i- 3. 
So this precious Perfume of his Death; is that. 

wherewith their Hearts are raviſhed in 3 
Manner. Again; as there can be no Faith in 
Chrift, where there is no Love unto Him, on the 

Account of his mediatory Acts, ſo where it is 

not, the want of it caſteth Perſons, under the high- - 
eſt Guilt of Ingratitude. The higheſt Aggrava-- 


tion of the Sin of Angels, was their Ingratitude 
unto their Maker For whereas they were ſtated 
in the higheſt Excellency, Pre- eminence and Dig-- 

5 Qz . 
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nity, that He thought good to communicate unto 
any Creatures, they were unthankful for what 
2 had ſo received from undeſerved Goodneſs, 

ſo caſt themſelves into everlaſting Ruin. Bu 

et the Sins of Men in their Ingratitude towards 
Cori, is attended with an ravation above 
that of the Angels. For altho' the Angels were 
originally inſtated in that Dignity, yet were they 
not redeemed from Miſery as we are. What 
then will be the Condition of them, -whoſe 

Hearts are not ſo affected with the Mediation of 
Chrift, and Fruits of it, as to engage the beſt of 
their Aﬀections to Him? The Goſpel itſelf will 
be n d SRypgs 


* Tua r which the ** principally in- 
2.7 as the Motive of our Love bt, 
is his Love unto us, which was the Principle of 
his mediatory Actings in our Behalf. Love is that 
Jewel of human Nature which commands a Va- 
luation wherever it is found. Let other Circum- 
ſtances be what they will, whatever Diſtances 
between Perſons may be made by them, yet real 
Love, where it is evidenced ſo to be, is net de- 
ed but ſuch as degenerate into 
— „ 5 it can produce no outward 22. 
advan to them that are beloved, yet it 
commands a Reſpect, and ſome Return in its own 
Kind. But when this Love deth alſo abound in 
Effects troubleſome and chargeable in them in 
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whom it is, and highly bene unto them on 
whom its placed, if there be any ſuch Affection 
NE nr: er fin; 
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be found. in th#"whole Creation, 1 dal briefly 


rent whe . 
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10 ) Tus ole Spring of all tlie * Act- 
1 9 Chriſt, was his on meer Love. It is 
true, He undertook this Work principally with 
Reſpect to the Glory of -Gop, and out. of Love 
unto Him. But with Reſpect to us, his only 
Motive was his abundant . 7 Love. And 
this is eſpocially remember'd in that Inſtance 
wherein 2 Him through the 7 — Dif- 
ficulties, namely, in his Death and the pres por 
of Himſelf on our Behalf, Gal. bi. 20. * 
2,.—25, 26. 1 Fohn iii. 16. Rev. . 65 his 
alone inclined the Son of God to — the 


rious Work of our Redemption, and carried 


im through the Death and Dread hich He un- 
der went in the Accompliſbment of it. Should 1 
engage in the Conſideration of this Love of Chriſ, 
which was the Means of conveying all the Effects 
of divine Wiſdom and Grace unto the Church; 
that Glaſs which Gop choſe to repreſent Himſelf 
and all his Goodneſs in unto Believers; that Spi- 
fit of Life in the Wheel of all the Motions of the 


Perſon of Obriũ in the Redemption of the Church, 
unto the eternal Glory of Gop, his on and that 
of his redeemed alſo; that Mirror wherein the 


holy: Angels and bleffed Saints ſhall forever con- 


_ wee trough. ” 


2 T Love of Chrif uno Ea; — 
ſingular in all thoſe Qualifications which create 
Affections- There can be no Lave 


recip 
amongſt Men, but will derive ſomething from 
that Diſorder which is in their Affections. But 


the Love of 'Chryt' is abſolutely free pov 4 


te the divine Excelleneſes; I muſt now be- 
gin a Diſeourſe _—_— than that "which * 
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Alloy, + Andl it is abſolutely undeſerved. No- 
thing can be found amongſt Men that can repre- 
ſent its Freedom from any Deſert on our Part. 
The moſt candid Love amongſt us, is when we 
love another for his Excellency: and Uſefulneſs, 
tho we have no ſingular Benefit of them our- 
ſelves. But not the leaſt of theſe Things were 
found in them, on whom He ſet his Love untill 
ey were 1 5 any in them, as Effects of that 
Love which He ſet upon them. Men ſometimes 


dare to die, Rom. lt as 

Man, one who is juſtly eſteemed a-publick 

5 ta Mankind, one whoſe Benignity is ready to 

exerciſe Loving-kindneſs on all. Occaſions, per- 

| adventure ſome: would even dare to die for ſuch a 
Man. This is the Height of what Love 

Men can riſe unto. But the Lorp Jeſus . 

his Love on us, that Love from whence He 

died for us, when we were Sinners and un- 

{ _ godly; that is, every Thing which; might render 

us unamiable and undeſerving. Though we were 

| as. deformed as Sin could render us, and more 

| deeply indebted than the whole Creation could 

& pay, yet did He fix his Love upon us, to free 

1 us from that Condition, and to render us meet 

for the moſt intimate Society with Himſelf. Never 

was there Love which had ſuch Effects, which 

coſt Him ſo dear in whom it was, and proved 

ſo advantagepus unto them on whom it was placed. 

In the Purſuit of it He underwent every Thing 

that is evil in his on Perſon, and we receive 

every e is good in the Favour of Gop, 

and eternal Bleſſedneſs. On the Account of theſe 
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Things, the Apoſtle aſctibeth a conffraining Power 
unto the Love of Chrift, 2 Cor. v. 14. And if 
it conſtraineth us unto any Return to Him, it 
doth ſo to that of Love in the firſt Place. For 
no ſuitable Return can be made for Love but 
Love, at leaſt not without it. As Love cannot 
be purchaſed, for if a Man would give all the Sub- 
france of his Houſe for: Love, it would utterly be 
contemned, Cant. viii. 7. So if a Man would give all 
the World for a Requital of Love, without Love, 
it would be deſpiſed. To fancy that all the Love 
of Chriſt unto us, conſiſts in the Precepts and 
Promiſes of the Goſpel, and all our Love unto. 


Him, in the. Obſervance of his Commands, with- 


out a real Love in Him unto our Perſons, like 
that of a Huſband unto a 2 8 Eph. v. 26, 26. 
or an holy Affection in our Hearts to his Perſon, 
is to overthrow the whole Power of Religion, to 
deſpoil it of its Life and Soul, leaving nothing 
but the Carcafs of it. This Love unto Chi, 
and unto Gop in Him, becauſe of his Love 
unto us, is the principal Inſtance of Divine 
Love, the Touchſtone of its Reality and/Sinceriry. 
Whatever Men may boaſt of their affectionate 
Endearments unto the Divine Goodnefs, if 1t be 


not founded in a Senſe of this Love of Chris and 


the Love of Gop in Him, they are but empty 


Notions, and their deeeived Hearts feed upon 


Aſhes. It is in Chri/t alone that Gopl is declar- 
ed to be Love, without an Apprehenſion wWhereof, 
none can love Him. In Him alone, that infinite 
Goodneſs which is the peculiar Object of divine 
Love, is truly repreſented ' unts us. And on 
Him doth the ſaving Communication of all the 

Effects of it depend. And an infinite Conde- 
ſcenſion is it in the hoty®Gop, ſo to expreſs his 


Cry in the Fate of ſeſus Chriſt,” or to propoſe 
Himſelf as the Object of our Love in and thro Him. 


For 


f S@SESSSDISOSIODED 
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For con our Weakneſs, as to an immediate 
| —— af the infinite Excellencies of the 
divine Nature, or to bear the Rays, of his reſplen- 
dent Glory, ſeeing none can ſee his Face and live, 
it is the —— —— Effect of divine Wiſdom and 
Grace, that we are admitted unto the Contempla- 
man unde Perſon 570m gs” 


* 


* wth. * 4 
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Conformity 0 Cun 187, and Velbon bis 
Example An 


\HE third Thiag propoſed to hare the Uſe 

of the Perſon of Chrift, is that Conformity 
Which is required of us unto Him. This is 
the great Deſign of all Believers. Every one of 
them hath the Idea of Chriſt in his Mind; in the 
Eye of Faith, as it is repreſented unto Him in the 
Gag of the Bache I. KarorlgGopuam. Tos dt Kugir, 
2 Gor. iii. 18. He "behold his Glory iz a Glaſs, which 
implants the Image of it on our Minds. And hereby 
the Mind, is transformed into the ſame Image, made 
like unto Cbriſt ſo repreſented unto us. Hence every 
true Believer hath an habitual Inclination and. De- 
lire to be like Chriſi. And it were eaſy to demon- 
ſtrate that where this is not, there is neither Faith 
nor Love. Faith will caſt the Soul into the Form 
of the Thing believed, Ram. vi. 17. And all ſin- 
cere Love worketh an Aſſimilation. Wherefore the 
beſt Evidence of the Life of Gop in any Soul, of 
"a ; 1 ett * Mien, e and nn is 


# 4 
3 


* 
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an internal cordial ER operatiꝭ "on all 
Occaſions, after Con! WM tr AN iv > wh 
nern Bin ein enn 
Tu e two Parts o& eie F 
7. Thie firſt reſpects the internal Grace an; Melt 
neſs of the human Nature of Ci. 2. The vis 
his Example in Duties of Obedience: And both of 
op belong to à true Diſciple. XP; anne 
ef . $1155: #3 e $937 
1. Ice Confotthityt5 his habitual _y 

ht Holineſs, is the fundamental Deſign of à Chri 
ian Life. I ſhall lay down thè Grounds of this 
Deſię n. the Nature of it, andthe Means of its 
Purſuit. Gop, in the human Nature of Chrift did 
perfectly renew that Image of his which we loft in 
Adam, Nth an Addition of many glorious Endow- 
ments which Adam was not mate Partaker of. Gop 
did not renew it in his Nature, as though He had 
ever been deftitute of it, as it is with the ſame Na- 
re in all other Perſons. © For He derived not his 
ture from Addm in the fame Way that we do; 
nor was He ever in Adam as the pub ick Repreſen- 
tative of our Nature as we were: But our ature 
in Him had the Image of God ' implanted in ity 
which was loft and ſeparated froth the fame Nature, 
in all other Inſtances. 231 34A a1 2 I 


: Milt ie 5 ben Note tlie 


2 oer Ei of Gop in fillirg, the hüman Nas 
of Chin with all Grace, in implanting? his glo- 
rious Ant upon it, was that He might in im 
ene an Example of what He would by the fame 
race renew us unto. The Fulneſs of Grace was 
neceſſary tõ the human Nature of Chriſt, from its 
Union with the Son of GOD. For whereas cheteinh 
the Fun "of re Godhead tiwelt Fedily, it became 
an holy , Litke f. 35. It was al necelſarf'to | 


Him, as to his on Obelliencein'the Fleſh; wherein 


He fuffilled all Righteouſneſs. And | it was ſo _ 
e 


* 
. 
a 
* 
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| we Diſcharge of the Office Heundertook: For ſuch 
an High- Prieſt. became us, who. was Gal bop her 


undefiled;” and ſeptrate from Sinners, vii. 26. 


Howbeit the infinite Wiſdom of Gon had this far- 
ther Deſign in 
Pattern of the 


iv 


namely, that. that, He, might be the 
oh ation. of the Late e Gop 
us, and of the Glory that doth; enſue. thereon. 
herefore the F mn of Grace was beſtowed on 
the human Nature of Chri/t, and the Image of Gop 
Engle ot wha implanted thereon; , that it might be the 
ple of. what the Church was through Him 
e; made, Partaker of. That which Cop intend 


and in the Uſe of all the Ordinances of the Chu 
is; that we may come unto the Meaſure of the Sta- 
ture of the Fulneſs which is in Chriſt, Epheſ. iv. 13 
There is 2 Fulgeſs of all Grace in Chrif, Her- 
BE are 1 to be A according to the Mer 
Hie in one of us. 
3 FELT 


| of on; in Chrift is renretantad 
unto us in the iz Being loſt from our Nature, 
— R: impoſſible we ſhould have any juſt 
fit. There could be no ſteady No- 
9 — ak Gop, until it was 1 
in the human Nature of Chri/t. And. the 
without the Knowledge of Him, the wiſeſt of Men 
| CRE Men moſt like 
unto Gon ay rapes But be- 


1 plainly 
herein with 
u Face we behold: as 25 95 the Glory of the 

KP. adorn changed into y 55 5 0 

8 6 rom divine 

3 pk n and 


Wea Pk, by the Lox bp Aus „we be- 
hal the Lage of Goa in Gi, wi with open Face, 
# L i Is ! hi 


r us, in the internal Communion of his Grp 
r 


formed into it. 


4. Ir is therefore evident, chat the Life of Gon 
in us conſiſts in Conformity unto Chri/? ; nor is the 
holy Spirit as the efficient Cauſe of it given us for 


any other End, but to unite us to Him, and make us 


like Him. Wherefore the original Goſpel - Duty 
which animates and rectifies all others, is a Defign 
of 292 to Chriſt in all the gracious Princi- 
ples and Qualifications of his holy Soul, wherein 
the Image of Gop in Him doth conſiſt. There 
was a Notion even among the Philoſophers, that 


the principal Endeavour of a wiſe Man was to be. 


like unto GoD. But in the Improvement of it the 
beſt of them fell into fooliſh and proud Imagina- 
tions. Howbeit the Notion itſelf, was the beſt Re- 
lique of our natural Perfections. And thoſe who 
have not a Deſign to be like unts Gon, are every 
Way like the Devil. Wherefore it was an infinite 


Condeſcenſion of divine Wiſdom and Grace glori- 


ouſly to implant that Image of his which we are to 
endeavour Conformity to, on the human Nature of 


Chrift, and then ſo fully to repreſent and propoſe it 
unto us in the Revelation of the Goſpel. The in- 
finite Perfections of Gon conſidered abſolutely in 
themſelves, are accompanied with ſuch an incom- 


prehenſible Glory, that it is hard to conceive how 


they are the Object of our Imitation. But the Re- 


preſentation that is made of them in Chriſt, as the 
Image of the inviſible God, is ſo ſuited to the re- 
newed Faculties of our Souls, that the Mind can 


dwell on the Contemplation of them, and be thereby E 


transformed into the ſame Image- | 


I $8HALL briefly ſhew, (1.) What is required 
hereunto : And (2.) What is to be done for the at- 
taining that End. 

Vol. XVIII. R (1.) A 
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which is the principal Means of our being trans- 
4 
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- (1:) A SPIRITUAL Light to diſcern the Beauty, 


Glory, and Amiableneſs, of Grace in Chrift, is 
required hereunto. We can have no real Deſign of 


Conformity unto Him, unleſs we have their Eyes, 
who ſato his Glory, the Glory of the only Begotten of 
the Father, full of Grace and Truth, John i. 14. 
Nor is it enough that we ſcem to diſcern the Glory 
of his Perſon, unleſs we ſee a Beauty and Excel- 
lency in every Grace that is in Him. Learn of Me, 
faith He, for I am meet and lowly in Heart, Matt. 
xi. 29. If we are not able to diſcern an Excel- 
lency in Meetne/s and Lowlineſs of Heart, (Things 


generally deſpiſed) how ſhall we fancerely endeavour 


after Conformity to Chri/t in them? The like may 

be faid of all other his gracious Qualifications. His 
Zeal, his Patience, his Self-Denial, his Readineſs 
for the Croſs, his Love to his Enemies, his Benig- 
nity to all. Mankind, his Faith and Fervency in 


Prayer, his Love to GoD, his Compaſſion towards 


the Souls of Men, his Unweariedneſs in doing 
Good, his Purity, his univerſal Holineſs ; unleſs 
we have a ſpiritual Light to diſcern the Glory and 
Amiableneſs of them all as they were in Him, we 
ſpeak in vain of any Deſign for Conformity to 
Him. And this we have not, unleſs Gop fine into 
our Hearts, to give us the Knowledge of his Glory, 
in the Face of Jeſus Cbriſt. It is, I ſay, a fooliſh 
Thing to talk of the /mitation of Chriſt, whilſt we 
_ diſcern not that there is an Excellency in the Things 
wherein we ought to be like Him. 55 


(2.) Love unto them ſo diſcovered, is required 
to the ſame End. No Soul can have a Deſign of 
. Conformity unto Chriſi, but his, who ſo loves the 

Graces that were in Him, as to eſteem a Partici- 
pation of them, to be the greateſt Advantage that 
can be in this World. It is the Savaur of his good 
Omiment 
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7 of the Perſon of CHRIST. 195 


Cintments for which th: Virgins love Him, cleave 
unto Him, and endeavour to be like Him. He who 
admires the Glory of Chri/t as filled with theſe 
Graces, as He was fairer than the Children-of Men, 
unto whom nothing is ſo deſirable, as to have the 
ſame Mind that was in Crit, he is prepared to 
preſs after Conformity to Him. And unto ſuch a Soul 
the Repreſentation of all theſe Excellencies in the 
Perſon of Chriſt, is the great Incentive, Motive and 
Guide to all internal Obedience unto Gon. 


We are to labour for this Conformity, 


1.) By an Oppoſition to all Sin, in the Root, 
Principle, and moſt ſecret Springs of it. He did no 
Sin, neither was there any Guile found in his 
Mouth. . He was holy, harm:ieſs, undefiled. He was 
the Lamb of Gop without Spot or Blemiſh. Where- 
fore to be freed: from all Sin, is the firſt general 
Part of an Endeavour for Conformity to Coriſſ. 
He who groaneth not in himſelf after it,-who doth 
not loath every Thing of Sin, and himſelf for it, 
who doth not labour after its abſolute and univerſal 
Extirpation, hath no ſincere Deſign of Conformit 
to Chri/t, He who endeavours to be like Him, muſt 
purify himſelf, even as He is pure. Thoughts of 
the Purity of Chriſt, in his abſolute Freedom from 
the leaſt TinCture of Sin, will not ſuffer a Believer 
to be negligent at any Lime, for the endeavouring 
the utter Ruin of that which makes him unlike 
Him. And it is a bleſſed Advantage to Faith in 
the Work of Mortification of Sin, that we have 
ſuch a Pattern continually before us. 


2.) TR continual Growth in every Grace, is 
the other general Part of this Duty. In the Ex- 
erciſe of his own Fulneſs of Grace, both in moral 
Duties of Obedience, and the eſpecial Duties of his 

| | R 2 Office,, 
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"Office, did the Glory of Ori on the Earth con- 


| | fiſt. Wherefore to abound in the Exerciſe of every 
to grow in the Root, and thrive in the 


. Fruit of them, is to be conformed to the Image of 


the Son of (30D. 5 5 


- Ons or two general Inſtances wherein He was 
moſt eminently our Example, ſhall cloſe this Diſ- 
(1.) His Meekneſs, Lowlineſs of Mind, Con- 
 deſcenfion unto all Sorts of Perſons ; his Love and 
Kindneſs to Mankind, his Readineſs to do Good 


1 a" all, with Patience and Forbearance, are conti- 


nually ſet before us in his Example. I place them 
all under one Head, as proceeding all from the ſame 
Spring of divine Goodneſs. With reſpect unto 
them, it is required that the ſame Mind be in us that 
was in Chriſt Jeſus, Phil. ii. 5. and that we wali 
in Love, as he alſo loved us, Epheſ. v. 2. In theſe 
Things was He the great Repreſentative of the di- 
vine Goodneſs to us. In the acting of theſe Graces 
on all Occafions did He manifeſt the Nature of Gop 
from whom He came. And this was one End of 
his Exhibition in the Fleſh. Sin had filled the 
World with a Repreſentation of the Devil and his 
Nature, in mutual Hatred, Strife, Variance, Envy, 


Wrath, Pride, Fierceneſs, and Rage againſt one 


another. The Inſtances of a contrary Frame were 

* obſcure and weak in the beſt of the Saints of old. 
But in our Lony Jeſus, the Light of the Glory of 
Go herein firſt ſhone upon the World. In the 
' Exerciſe of theſe Graces which He moſt abounded 

in, becauſe the Sins, Weakneſſes and Infirmities 
of Men gave continual Occaſion thereto, did He 
repreſent the divine Nature, as Love, as infinitely 
Good, benign, mereiful, and patient, as delight- 
ing in the Exerciſe of theſe its holy — 
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them was the Lox D Chrift our Example in an ef- 
pecial Manner. And they in vain pretend to be 
his Diſciples, who endeavour not to order the whole 
Courſe of their Lives in Conformity to Him in - 
theſe Things. One Chriſtian who is meek, hum- 
ble, kind, patient, and uſeful: unto. all, that con- 
deſcends to the Ignorance, Weaknelles, and Infir- 
mities of others, that paſſeth by Provocations, In- 
juries, Contempt, with Patience,.and with Silence, 
nnleſs where the Glory of Gon call for a juſt Vin+ 
dication ; that pitieth all Sorts of Men in their Fail- 
ings and Miſcarriages, who is free from Jealouſies 
and evil Surmiſes, that loveth what is good. in all 
Men, and all Men even wherein they are not good, 
nor do Good,. doth more expreſs the Virtues 'of 
Chrift, than Thouſands can do. with the moſt mag- 
nificent Works of Piety or Charity where this Frame 
is wantin G For Men to pretend to follow the Ex- 
ample of Chriſt, and in the mean Time to be proud, 
wrathful, envious, bitterly zealous, calling for Fire 
from —— to deſtroy Men, or fetching it them- 


ſelves from Hell, is to cry, Hail unte — and to 
crucify Him afreſh.. 


(2.) SELF- DENIAL, Readineſs for the Crofs,. 
with Patience in Sufferings, are the ſecond Sort of 
Things which He. calls all his Diſciples to follow- 
his Example in. It is the fundamental Law of his 
Goſpel, that if any one will be his Diſciple, he muſt 
deny 8 take up bis Croſs ond ello Him. 
Chriſt hath ſuffered for us, leaving us an Example, , 
that we ſhoutd follow his Steps wha when He was 
reviled, reviled not again, when He ee. Ha 
eee not, 1 Pet. ii. 21, 22, 23. Hence we are 
called to look unto Jeſus, the Author and Finifhey 
7 our Faith, who fer the 7 oy that was Fa before 
Aim, endured the Croſs, 22 deſpiſed the Shame. 

For we e to * der Him, who — ſuch Con-- 

R 3. tradiction 
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tradiction of Sinners in Himſelf, that we. faint not, 
Heb. xii. 2, 3. Bleſſed be Gop for this Example; 

for the Glory of the Condeſcenfion, Patience, Faith 
and — of Jeſus Chrift in the Extremity of 
all Sorts of Sufferings. This hath been the Pole 
Star of the Church in all its Storms, the Guide, the 
Comfort, Support, and Encouragement of all thoſe 
holy Souls, who in their ſeveral Generations, have 
in various De undergone Perſecution for Righ- 


teouſneſs Sake, and — 2 o to be unto them 


who are in the fame Condition” 


Tur TRA 5 propoſed concerning the Perſon 
of Cbri, was the Uſe of it to Believers, in the 
whole of their Relation to Gop and Duty towards 


Him. And the Things — thereto may be 


reduced to theſe: general Heads. 


... Turm Sanctification, 0 eonſiſteth in 


theſe four Things: 1.) The Mortification of Sin. 
2.) The — 6 of our Natures. 3.) Aſſiſt- 
3 actual Obedience. 4.) Ia * and 
Tri 


2. Them Juſtiſteation with its Concomitants 
and Conſequents. As, 1.) Adoption. 2.) Peace. 
3) Conſolation and Joy in Life and Death. 4.) 


and others. 5.) A nn. 6.) Eter- 
nal Glory. 


Ro uy benen 


Adaooth deſerve without an entire Diſcourſe concern- 
- * of Nen which 27 preſent Deſign 


ot ami oy 


8 * P 


« 1 , 
4 * 8 * 2 
R . 
* eHAP 
8 a 44 _— 0 a 
* 4 * 
* 


Spiritual Gifts unto the: Edificatior of — 


13 


e 0 pe e 


— | 4 tw. 


| 


SVETSTESVRETIOUGS 


CHAP. XIII. 


an humble Enquiry anto, * Proſpet of 


- the Infinite Wiſdam of Gon, in the Con- 
- fitution of the Perſon of Cur IST, and 
rhe ay of SALVATION thereby. 


HE 


ing. Gop alone undenſtandeth the Way thereof; and 


He hnoweth the Place theregf. Vet is it ſo glorious | 
in its Effects, that Dęſiructian and Death ſay, We 


have heard the Fame of it with our Ears. The Fame 
and Report of this divine Wiſdom reach even unto. 
Hell. Thoſe who eternally periſh ſhall hear z Fame. 
of this Wiſdom. in the e | 

wards the bleſſed: Souls —— Theſe Depths we 
may admire and adore, but we cannot comprehend: 
For who hath known the Mind of the Lorp Ferein, 
or with whom took he Counſe! 5 This alone is left 


unto us in the Way of Duty, that in the Effects of 


them, we ſhould contemplate their Excellency, ſo. 


as to give Glory to-Gop, and live in an holy Ad- 


miration of his Wiſdom and Grace. 


SOME Things in general are to be premiſed t to 
our . Enquiry. 1 


1. Wx can have no due Proſpect of the Fi/dom- 
Cd in any of his Works, much leſs in this of 


[ending his Som in the Likeneſs of finful Flaſb, unleſs 
2 | | 8 We 
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Depths. of divine Wiſdom in this lacks 
ous Work are hid from the Eyes of all liv- 


rious Effects of ir, to- 


and directs all Things to his own G 
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we conſider alſo the other holy Properties of the di- 
vine Nature. Such are his Holineſs, Righteouſneſs, 


Goodneſs,, and Grade. 


THERE are three Excellencies of the divine Na- 


ture principally to be canſidered in all the external 


Works of Gop. 


(1.) His Goodneſs. This is the eternal Foun- 
tain of all divine Communications. Whatever is. 
good to any Creature, is an Emanation. from di- 
vine Goodneſs. 7b 


(2.) W1sDom, which is the directive Power of 
the divine Nature. Hereby Gop 2 orders, 
ory. 


(3.) PowEeR, which is the effective Excellency 
of the divine Nature, accompliſhing what Wiſdom 
doth deſign and order. 1 | 


Wurkras Wiſdom therefore is that holy Ex- 
cellency of the divine Being, wherein Gop de- 
ſigns, and whereby He effects the Glory of all the 
other Properties of his Nature, we cannot trace the 
Paths of it in any Work of Gop, unleſs we know 
the Concernment of thoſe other Properties in that 


Work. For that which Wiſdom principally de- 


ſigns, is the Glorification of them. And unto this 


End almighty Power always accompanies the di- 


rective, infinite Wiſdom. What infinite Goodneſs. 
will communicate, that infinite Wiſdom deſigns, 
contrives,. and directs to the Glory of Gor; and 
what Wiſdom ſo deſigns, infinite Power effects. 


2. We can have no Apprehenſions of the other 


Properties of the divine Nature in this great My- 


ſtery of. Godlineſs, without the Conſideration LE 


this Wor | 
liar Effe& of divine Wiſdom in it, whereby it was 
diſtinguiſhed from all other external Works of Cre- 
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that State of our own wherein they -are ſo con- 
cerned. That which was deſigned unto the eter- 
nal Glory of Go in this great Work of the In- 
carnation of his Son, was the Redemption of Man- 
kind, or the Recovery and Salvation of the Church. 
The whole Scripture conſtantly: afigneth this ſole 
End of that Effect of divine Goodneſs and Wiſdom, 
yea aſſerts it as the only Foundation of the Goſ- 
pel, Fohn iii. 16. Wherefore unto a due Contem- 
plation of divine Wiſdom in it, it is neceſſary we 


| ſhould conſider what is the Nature of Sin, eipeci- 


ally of that firſt Sin, wherein our original Apoſtaſy 
from Gop did conſiſt ; what was the Condition of 
Mankind thereon ; what is the Concernment of 
the holy Gop therein. What Way was ſuited un- 
to our Recovery, that Gon might be glorified. 
Without a previous Confideration of theſe Things, 
we can have no due Conceptions of the Wiſdom 
of Gop.in this glorious Work. Wherefore T ſhall 
fo far ſpeak of them, that if it be the Will of Gop, 


the Minds of thoſe who read and confider them, 


may be opened and prepared to give Admittance 
unto ſome Rays of that divine Wiſdom, whoſe full 


Light we are not able in this World to behold. 


TER firſt Thing we are to conſider is, the Na- 
ture of our Sin a 88 Gop. For from 
thence we muſt learn the Concernment of the di- 


vine Excellencies of Gop in this Work. And there 


are three Things that were eminent therein. 


I.) A REFLECTION on the Holineſs and Wif- 
dom of Go, in the Rejection of his Image. He 
had newly made. Man in his own Image. And 

4 He fo expreſſeth as to intimate a pecu- 
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Let us make Man in our own Image, after our Like. 
neſs; ſo GoD created Man in his otun Image, in the 
Image of Gop created He him. No where is there 
ſuch an Emphaſis of Expreſhon concerning any 
Work of Gop. And ſundry Things are repreſented 
as peculiar therein. 


(1. Trar the Word of Conſultation and that 
of Execution are diſtinct, in all other Works of 
Creation, the Word of Determination and Execu- 
tion, was the ſame. When He created Light, which 
ſeems the Beauty and Glory of the whole Creation, 
He only ſaid, Let there be Light, and there; was 
Light, Bag i. 3. So was it with all other Things. 
But when He comes unto the Creation of Man, a- 
nother Proceſs is propoſed. Theſe ſeveral Words 
are diſtin, not in Time, but in Nature. Gop 
| ſaid, Let us make Man in our Image and Likeneſs; 
and thereon it is added diſtinctly, as the Execution 
of that antecedent Counſel : So GoD made Man in 
bis own Image. This puts a ſignal Eminency on 
this Work of Gop. 4 | 


(2. A DISTINCT peculiar Concernment of all 
the Perſons of the Holy Trinity in their Conſulta- 
tion and Operation. And Gop ſaid, Let us make 
Man. In this great Work divine Goodneſs exerted 
itſelf eminently in the Per/on of the Father ; the 
eternal Fountain, as of the divine Nature, fo of all 
divine Operations. Divine Wiſdom acted itſelf pe- 
culiarly in the Perſon of the Son, the eternal Wiſ⸗ 
dom of the Father. Divine Power wrought effec- 
tually in the Perſon of the holy Spirit; who is the 
immediate Actor of all divide Operations. 


1 


Tuus Gop made Man in his ton Image, chat 
is, in ſuch a Rectitude of Nature as repreſented his 
Righteouſneſs and Holineſs, in ſuch a State and 


on- 
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Condition as had a Reflection on it of his Power 


and Rule. The former was the Subſtance of it,' 
the latter a neceſſary Conſequent. 


THREE Things Gop deſigned in this Communi- 
cation of his Image, which were his principal Ends 
in the Creation of all Things. And therefore was 
divine Wiſdom more eminently exerted therein, 
than in all the other Works of this inferior Cre- 
ation. | | 


1.] THE firſt was, that He might therein make 
a Repreſentation of his Holineſs and Righteouſneſs 
among his Creatures. "This was not done in any 
other of them. Characters they had on them of his 
Goodneſs, Wiſdom, and Power. In theſe Things 
the Heavens declare the Glory of GoD, and the Fir- 
mament ſhetueth his handy Work. His eternal Power 
and Godhead are manifeſt in the Things that are 
made. But none of them, not the whole Fabrick 
of Heaven and Earth, with all their glorious Or- 
naments, were able to receive any Impreſſions of 
his Holineſs and Righteouſneſs, of any of the moral 
Perfections of his Plus: Yet in the Demonſtra- 
tion and Repreſentation of theſe Things doth the 


Glory.of Gop principally conſiſt. Wherefore He 


would have an Image and Repreſentation of them 
in the Creation here below. And this He will al- 
ways have ſo long as He will be worſhipped by any | 
of his Creatures. > 


2.] Taz ſecond was, that it might be a Means 
af rendering actual ay Ar Him, from all other 
ithout this, which 1s as 


the animating Life of the whole, the other Crea- 
tures are but as a dead Thing. They were as a well- 
tuned Inſtrument, which gives no Sound, unleſs 
there be aſkilful Hand to move it. What is —_— 
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if there be no Eye to ſee it? or what is Muſick if 


there be no Ear to hear it? How glorious ſoever any 
of the Works of Creation appear from Impreſſions 
of divine Power, M iſdim, and Goodneſs on them, 
vet without this Image of Gop in Man, there was 

nothing here below to underſtand God in them, to 

e by them. This alone is that whereby 
in a Way of Admiration, Obedience and Praiſe, 
we were enabled to render God the Glory which 
He deſigned from thoſe Works of his Power. 


- 3-] Fre third was, that it might be a Means 
to bring Man unto that eternal Enjoyment of him- 
ſelf, which he was deſigned unto. For this was to 
be done in a Way of Obedience: Do this and live, 
was that Rule which the Nature of Gop and Man, 
with their mutual Relation did require. But we 

were made meet for this Obedience, and enabled 
unto it, only by Virtue of this Inage of Gon. It 
was a Power to live unto Gop in Obedience, that 
we might come to the Enjoyment of Him in Glory. 
Evident it is, that theſe were the principal Ends of 
Go in the Creation of all Things. Wherefore 
this Conſtitution of our Nature, and the Furnifh- 
ment of it with the Image of Gop, was the moſt 

eminent Effect of infinite Wiſdom in all the out- 
ward Works of the divine Nature. 


2. By Apoſtaſy from Gop, Man voluntarily 
rejected and defaced this bleſſed Repreſentation of 
the Righteouſneſs and Holineſs of Gop, this great 
Effet of his Goodneſs and Wiſdom, in its Fen 
dency to his eternal Glory, and our Enjoyment o 
Him. No greater Diſhonour could be done unto 
Him, than in caſting Contempt on his Counſel. 


For as his Holineſs which was repreſented in that 


Image was deſpoiled, ſo we did what lay in us 
to defeat the Contrivance of his Wiſdom. . I - 
| | Ov" 


* 
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1.) HeREoN there remained nothing in all the 


Creation here below, whereby any Repreſentation 


might be made of Gop's Holineſs and Righteouſ- 
neſs. How could it be done, this Image being loſt 
out of the World ? The brute and inanimate Part 
of the Creation, however ſtupendiouſly great in its 
Matter, and glorious in its outward Form, was no 
Way capable of it. The Nature of Man under the 
Loſs of this Image, gives rather an Image of Satan 
than of Gop. Hence inſtead of Goodneſs, Love, 
Righteouſneſs, Holineſs, Peace, which would have 
been Effects of this Image of G3oD, and Repreſen- 
tatives of his Nature, the whole World by the Na- 
ture of Man, is filled with Envy, Malice, R 15 
Cruelty, Oppreſſion. He that would learn the di- 

vine Nature, from the Repreſentation that is made 
of it, in the preſent Actings of the Nature of Man, 
will be gradually led unto the Devil inſtead of 
Gop. Wherefore no greater Indignity could be of- 
fered to divine Wiſdom and Holineſs, than there 


was in this Rejection of the Image of Gop. . 


2.) THERE was no Way left whereby Glory 
might redound to God, from the Remainder of 


the Creation here below. For the Nature of Man 


alone was deſigned to be the Means of it, by Virtue 


of the Image of Gon implanted on it. herefore 


Man by Sin did not only draw off himſelf from that 
Relation to Gop wherein he was made, but drew 
off the whole Creation here below with Himſelf 
into an Uſeleſſneſs to his Glory. And upon the 
Entrance of Sin, before the Cure of our Apoſtaſy- 
was actually accompliſhed, the Generality of Man- 
kind divided the Creatures into two Sorts; thoſe 
above, or the heavenly Bodies, and thoſe below. 
Vox. XVIII. 3 Tho 
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Thoſe of the firſt Sort they worſhipped as their 
Gods; and thoſe of the other Sort they abuſed unto 
their Luſts. Wherefore Gop was every Way 
diſhonour'd in and by them all; nor was there 
any Glory given Him on their Account. What 
ſome attempted to do of that Nature, in a Wiſ- 
dom of their on, ended in Folly, and a renew- 
ed Diſhonour of Gov. 


3.) Man hereby loſt all Power of attaining 
that End for which He was made, namely, the 
eternal Enjoyment of Gop. But that which was 
the Malignity and Poiſon of this Sin, was the 
Contempt that was caſt on the Holineſs of Gon, 
whoſe Repreſentation, and all its expreſs Cha- 
racters were utterly deſpiſed and rejected therein. 
Herein then lay the Concernment of the Holineſs 
or Righteouſneſs of Gop in this Sin of our Na- 
ture. © Unleſs ſome Reparation be made for 
the Indignity caft upon it, unleſs there be ſome 
Way whereby it may be more eminently exalted 
in the Nature of Man, than it was debaſed and 
deſpiſed in the ſame Nature; it was righteous 
with Gov, that Mankind ſhould periſh in that 
Condition whereinto it was caſt by Sin. It was 
not therefore conſiſtent with the Glory of Gon, 
that Mankind ſhould be reſtored, unleſs his Ho- 
Iineſs be more exalted in the ſame Nature, than 
ever it were depreſſed or deſpiſed thereby. The 
Demonſtration of its Glory in any other Nature, 
as in that of Angels, would not ſerve unto this End. 


Wu muſt now a little return to what we before 
laid down. Wiſdom being the directive Power 


pl all divine Operations, and the End of all thoſe 


Operations, being the Glory of Gop Himſelf, or 
the Demonſtration of the Excellencies of his Na- 
ture, it was incumbent thereon to provide for the 
_. Glory of Divine Holineſs in an Exaltation an- 


of the Perſon of CHRIST. 207 


fwerable to the Attempt for its Debaſement. 
Without the Conſideration hereof we can have 
no due Proſpect of infinite Wiſdom in this n 
Work of our Redemption. 


3 Six brought Diſorder and Diſturbance into 
the whole Rule and Government of ' Gop. It 
was neceſſary from the infinite Wiſdom of God, 
that all Things ſhould be made in perfect Order 
and Harmony, all in a direct Subordination to 
his Glory. here. could have been no original 
Defect in the natural or moral Order of Things, 
but it muſt have proceeded from a Defect in 
Wiſdom. For:the Diſpoſal of all Things in their 
proper Order, belong'd to the Contrivance there- 
of. And the Harmony of all Things among 
themſelves, with all their mutual Relations, in 
a regular Tendency to their proper End, whereby 
though every individual Being hath. a peculiar 
End of its own, yet all their Actings tend to one 
common End of them all, is the principal Effect of 
Wiſdom. And thus was'it at the Beginning; when 
Gop Himfelf beheld the Univerſe, and lo it was 
exceeding N All Things being thus crea- 
ted, it vs to the Nature of Gop to be the 
Rector and Bier of them all. Wherefore it 
concerned both the Wiſdom and Ri 8 of 
Gop to take Care that either all "Things ſhould 
be preſerved in the State wherein they were creat- 
ed, and no Diſorder ſuffered to enter into the 
Kin ow of Gon, or that in a Way ſuited to them, 
his G ſhould be eſtabliſhed. But Sin actually 
a iforder into the Kingdom of Gop, Hence 
He who looked on them in their firſt Conſtitution, 
affirmed them to be exceeding good, immedi- 
ately on the Entrance of Sin, pronounced a Curſe 
on the whole Earth. To ſuffer this Diſorder to 
cantinue unrectified, was not conſiſtent with the 
9 Wir 
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Wiſdom and Righteouſneſs of Go p. It would 
make the Kingdom of Gop, to be like that of 
Satan, full of eſs and Confuſion. Nothing 
bs more neceflary unto the Good of the Univerſe, 
than the Preſervation of the Honour of Gop in 
his Government. And this could no otherwiſe 
be done, but by the Infliction of a Puniſhment 
proportionable to the Sin. Juſtice muſt be an- 
ſwered and complied with herein, in a Way ſuit- 
ed unto the Glory of Gop; and to provide that 
in nothing it were eclipſed or diminiſhed, was 
incumbent on infinite Wiſdom. That muſt di- 
rect all Things a-new to the Glory of the Righ- 
teouſneſs of GoD, or there is no Recovery of 
Mankind. And in our Enquiry after the Impreſ- 
fions of Divine Wiſdom, on the t Means of 
our Reſtoration, this Proviſion made for the Righ- 
teouſneſs of Gop in his Government of all, is 
greatly to be attended unto, 


4. Man by Sin put Himſelf into the Power of 
the Devil, Gop's greateſt Adverſary. The De- 
vil had newly by Apoſtacy from his firſt Condi- . 
tion, caſt Himſelf under the eternal Diſpleaſure fe 
of Gop. Gop had righteouſly purpofed in Him- : 
0 
II 
ſt 
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elf, not to contrive any Way for his Deliver- 
ance. . He on the other Side was become obdu- 
mate in his Malice and Hatred of Gop, deſigning 
his Diſnhonour with the utmoſt of his remaining fi 
Abilities. In this State of Things, Man volun- 1 
tarily leaves the Rule of Gop, and puts Himſelf fc 
into the Power of the Devil. Herein did Gop's 
Adverſary ſeem for a Seafon to triumph, as if he 
had defeated the Deſign of his Goodneſs, Wif- 
dom and Power. So He would have continued G 
to do, if noWay had been provided for his Diſap- 
8 This therefore belong d to the Divine P, 
iſdom, namely, that the Glory of 'Gop ſhould 
3 | * | nat 
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not ſuffer any Diminution hereby. All this, and 
inconceivably more, being contained in the Sin 
of our Apaſtacy from GoD; it muſt needs fol- 
low, that-the Condition of all Mankind became” 
thereby inexpreſſibly evil. As we had done all 
the moral Evil which our Nature was able to act, 
ſo it was meet we ſhould receive all the penal 
Evil which our Nature was able to undergo. And 

it all iſſued in Death temporal and eternal infliCt- 
ed from the Wrath of GOD. This is the firſt 
Thing to be conſider'd in the Footſteps of Divine 
Wiſdom in our Deliverance by the Incarnation of 
the Son of Gon. Without due Conceptions of + 
the Nature of this Sin and Apoſtacy, of the Pro- 
vocation given unto Gop thereby, of the Injury 

| attempted to be done unto all his Properties, of 
his Concerment in their Reparation, with the un- 
ſpeakable Miſery that Mankind was fallen into, 
we cannot have the leaſt View of the glorious 
Actings of Divine Wiſdom in our Deliverance 


Now it was impoſſible that Man, thus deeply 
fallen, ſhould reſtore or recover Himſelf... Where- 
fore we muſt in the next Place enquire what is 
neceſſary unto ſuch a Reſtoration, on the Account 
of that Concernment of the divine Excellencies 
in the Sin and Apoſtacy of Man, which we have 
ſtated before. For hereby we may obtain an In- 
ſight into the Glory of that Wiſdom whereby it 
was contrived effected. And the Things 
following, among others, may be obſerved. 


1.) Ir was required that there ſhould be an 
Obedience yielded unto Go, bringing more 
Glory unto Him, than Diſhonour did accrue from 
the Diſobedience of Man. The original Law of 
Perſonal Righteouſneſs was not given primarily 


* 
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that Men might ſuffer for its Tranſgreſſion, but 
that Go p might be glorified in its Accompliſh- 


ment. If this be not done, it is impoflible that 
Men ſhould be reſtored unto the Glory of Gon. 


If the Law be not fulfilled by Obedience, Man 


muſt ſuffer evermore for his Diſobedience, or 


 Gop muſt loſe the Manifeſtation of his Holineſs 
therein. Beſides, Gon had repreſented his Ho- 
| lineſs in that Image of it, which was implanted on 
our Nature, and which was the Principle enabling 
us unto Obedience. This alſo was rejected by Sin, 
and therein the Holineſs of Gon deſpiſed. If this 
be not reſtored in our Nature, and that with Ad- 


above what it had in its firſt Communica- 


2 we cannot be recovered unto the Glory of 
on. | 


6 Gags 
into the Rule and —— of Gop by Sin ſhould 


de rectiſied. This could no otherwiſe be done but 


by the Infliction of that Puniſhment, which in 
the unalterable Rule of divine Juſtice was due 
thereto. The Diſmiſſion of Sin on any other 
Terms, would leave the Rule of Gop under un- 
ſpeakable Diſhonour. For where is the Righte- 
ouſneſs of Government, if the higheſt Sin that 
our Nature was capable of, and which brought 
Confuſion on the whole Creation below, ſhould 
forever go unpuniſhed? The firſt expreſs Intima- 
tion that Gop gave of his Righteouſneſs in the 
Government of Mankind, was his threatening a 
Puniſhment” equal to the Demerit of Diſobedi- 
ence, if Man ſhould fall into it. In the Day thou 
aateſt thereof, thou ſhalt die. H He revoke and 
diſannul this Sentence, how ſhall the Glory of 
his Righteouſmeſs in the Rule of all be made 
known? But how this Puniſhment ſhould be un- 
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dergone, which conſiſted in Man's eternal Ruin, 


and yet Man be eternally ſaved, was a Work for 


divine Wiſdom to contrive. This therefore was 
neceſſary to the Honour of Gop's Righteouſneſs, 
as He is the ſupreme Governor and Judge of all 


the Earth. . 


3.) Ir was neceſſary that Satan ſhould be de- 
ſpoiled of his Advantage and Power over Man- 
kind unto the Glory of Gop. For he was not 
to be left to triumph in his Succeſs. And inaſmuch 
as Man was on his Part rightfully given up to 
him, his Deliverance was not to be wrought by. 
an Act of abſolute Dominion, but in a wW of 
Juſtice and lawful Judgment. Without theſe 
Things the Recovery of Mankind to the Enjoy- 
ment of Gop was utterly impoffible on the Ac 
count of the Concernment of his divine Perfec- 
tions in our Apoſtacy. +45 


How all this might be effected; how the Glory 
of the Holineſs and Righteouſneſs of Gop in his 
Law and Rule, and in the primitive Conſtitution 
of our Nature might be repaired; how his Good- 
neſs might be manifeſted and exalted in the Re- 
paration of Mankind, was left to the Contrivance 
of infinite Wiſdom. From the eternal Springs 
thereof maſt this Work ariſe, or ceaſe forever. 
To trace ſome of the Footſteps of divine Wiſdom 
herein, from the Revelation of it —_— Effects, 
is that which lieth before us. And ſundry Things 
appear to have been neceſſary hereunto. As, 


1. TRAr all the Things required unto our 
Reſtoration muſt be wrought in our own Nature, 
in the Nature that had finned, and which was to. 
be reſtored. On Suppoſition I ſay, of the Salva- 
tion of our Nature, no Satisfaction can be made 

« | | ; uno 


unto the Glory of Gop for. the Sin of that Na- 


ture, but in the Nature itſelf that ſinned. For 
whereas Gop 1 the Law unto Man as an 


Effect of his Wiſdom and Holineſs, which he 


tranſgreſſed in his Diſobedience, wherein could 


the Glory of them be exalted if the ſame Law 
were fulfilled by a Nature of another Kind, ſup- 
poſe that of Angels? For notwithſtanding any 
ſuch; Obedience, yet the Law might be unſuited 
unto the Nature of Man. W herefore there would 
de a Vail drawn over the Glory of Gop, in giv- 
ing the Law unto Man, if it were not fulfilled. 
in the ſame Nature. Nor can there be any ſuch 
Relation between the Obedience and Sufterings- 
of one Nature, in the Stead and for the Diſobedi- 
ence. of another, as that Glory might enſue unto 
the Wiſdom, . Holineſs and Juſtice of Gop, in 
the Deliverance of that other Nature thereon... 
What then was required unto our Deliverance? 
Why ſaith he, Foraſmuch as the Children were 
Pariaters ef Fleſh and Blood, He Himſelf took Part 

of the ſame, ver. 14. It was human Nature (here. 
expreſſed by Fleſb and Blood) that was to be deli- 
vered, and therefore it was human Nature where- 
in this Deliverance was to be wrought. - No other- 


wiſe could our Ruin be retrieved, nor our Deli- 
verance from Sin effected which came by Man, 


but by Man, by one of the ſame Nature with us. 


This therefore in the firſt Place became the Wiſ- 


dom of Gop, that the Work of Deliverance 


ſhould be wrought in our.own Nature, in the Na- 


2. Trar Part of human Nature, wheredy this 
Work was to be effected was to be derived from 
the common Root of the ſame Nature, in our firſt 
Parents. It would not ſuffice, that Gon ſhould 
create a Man out of the Duft of the Earth. For 


there 
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there. would be no Alliance between Him and 
us, ſo as that we ſhould be any Way concerned 
in what He did or ſuffered. Hence it is that the 
Genealogy of Chri/? is given us in the Goſpel, 


not only from Abraham, to declare the Faithful- 


neſs of Gop in the Promiſe that he ſhould be of 
his Seed, but from Adam alſo, to manifeſt his 
Relation to the- common Stock of our Nature, 
and to all Mankind therein. The firſt Diſcovery 
of the Wiſdom of God herein, was in that pri- 
mitive Revelation, that the Deliverer ſhould be of 
the Seed of the Woman, Gen. iii. 15. No other 
but He who was ſo, could breat the Serpent Head, 
or deſtroy the Work of the Devil, ſo as that we 
might be delivered and reftored. He was not 
only to be Partaker of our Nature, but He 
was ſo to be, by being the Seed of the Woman, 
Gal. iv. 4. He was not to be created out of No- 
thing, nor to be made of the Duſt of the Earth, 
but ſo made of a Woman, as that thereby He 
might receive our Nature from the common Root 
of it. Thus He who ſanttifieth and they who are 
ſanctiſied are all of ene, Heb. ii. 11. ig he, that is, 
eauare-, of the ſame Maſs, of one Nature and 
Blood; whence He is not aſhamed” to call them 
Brethren, This alſo was to be brought forth from 
the Treaſures of infinite Wiſdom. 


3. Turs Nature of ours, wherein the Work 
of our Recovery is tobe wrought, was not to be 
fo derived from the original Stock of our Kind, 
as to bring with it the ſame Taint of Sin, and 
the ſame Gaite, as accompany'd every other. For. 


as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, ſuch an High-Prieft became 
, (and as an High-Prieſt was He to accompliſh 
this Work) as was holy, harmleſs, undefiled, 1 

rate from Sinners. For if this Nature in Him 
were defiled, if it were under a Deprivation _— 


214 A Declaration of the Myſtery 


the Image of Gop, it could do nothing that 
ſhould be acceptable unto Him. And if it were 
ſubject to Guilt on its own. Account, it could 
make no Satisfaction for the Sin of others. Here 
therefore again occurs a Difficulty which nothing 
but Divine Wiſdom could expedite. 


To take a little farther View hereof, we muſt 
conſider on what Grounds theſe Things (ſpiritual 
Defilement and Guilt) adhere to our Nature as 
they are in all our Perſons. And the firſt of theſe 
is, that our entire Nature was in Adam as our 
Head and Repreſentative. Hence his Sin became 
the Sin of us all. In him we all ſinned; all did fo 
who were in him as their common Repreſentative 
when he ſinned. Hereby we became liable to 
the Wrath of Gop for the common Sin of our 
Nature. And the other is, that we derive our 
Nature from Adam by the Way of natural Ge- 
neration. By that 1 alone is the Nature of 
our firſt Parents as defiled communicated to us. 
For by this Means do we appertain unto the Stock, 
as it was degenerate and corrupt. Woheretore 
that Part of our Nature whereby this great W ork 
was to be wrought, muſt as unto its Subſtance be 
derived from our firſt Parents, yet ſo as never to 
have been in Adam as a common Repreſentative; 

nor be derived from him by natural Generation. 
The bringing forth of our — in ſuch an In- 
ſtance, wherein it ſhould relate no leſs really to 
the firſt Adam than we do ourſelves, whereby there 
is the ſtricteſt Alliance of Nature between him 
and us, yet ſo, as not in the leaſt to participate 
of the Guilt of the firſt Sin, nor of the Defile- 
ment of our Nature thereby, muſt be an Effet 
of infinite Wiſdom. And this, as we know, was 


done in the Perſon of Chri/?. . For his human 


Nature. was never in Adam as his Regreſegtative 


of the Perſon of CnrisT, 215 


For He derived it only from and after the firſt 
Promiſe, when Adam ceaſed to be a common 
Perſon. Nor did it proceed from him by natural” 
Generation, the only Means of the Derivation 
of its Depravation. For it was an holy Thing 
created in the Womb of the Virgin by the Power 
of the Moſt-High. O the Depths of the Wiſdom 
and Knowledge of Gop! 


IT was neceſfary therefore on all theſe Conſide- 
rations, that He by whom the Work of our Re- 
covery was to be wrought, ſhould be a Man, Par- 
taker of the Nature that ſinned, yet free from all 
Sin. And this did Divine Wiſdom contrive and 
accompliſh in the human Nature of Fe/us Chrift, 


Bur yet in the ſecond Place on all the Conſi- 
derations before mentioned, it is no leſs evident, 
that this Work could not be wrought by him, 
who was no more than a meer Man, and who 
had no Nature but. ours. There was no ohe 
Act which He was to perform in order to our De- 
liverance, but did require a Divine Power. Here-. 
in Nes that great Myſtery of Godlineſs, whereunto 
a ud Oppolitiog hath been made by the 
Gates of Hell. But whereas it belongs unto the 
Foundation of our Faith, we muſt confirm the 
Truth of it. And three Things are to be ſpoken to. 


 FirsT, We are to give in rational Evidences, , 
that the Recovery of Mankind was not to be ef- MH 
feted, by any one who was a meer Man, and 
no more; He muſt be Gop alſo. £95 HR 22. | one 


SeconpLy, We muſt enquire into the Suita- 

bleneſs to Divine Wiſdom, in the Redemption of 
the Church by Jeſus Chriff, who was Gop ang 
Man in one Perſon. And thereon give a De- * 
8 ſcrip- 
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ſcription of the Perſon of Cbriſt, which ſuiteth all 
the Ends of infinite Wiſdom. The firſt of theſe 
falls under ſundry plain Demonſtrations, 


1.) Tr human Nature might be reſtored, 
or any.Portion of Mankind eternally ſaved, it was 
nec „ that an Obedience ſhould be yielded 
to God, which ſhould bring more Glory unto his 

Holineſs, than there was Diſhonour reflected on 
it, by the Diſobedience of us all. But ſuch an 
Oboticoce could never be yielded to Gop by an 
meer Creature whatever. He who undertak 
this Work muſt have ſomewhat that is divine and 
infinite to put an infinite Value on his Obedience; 
that is, He muſt be Gon. 


2.) TR Obedience of a meer Man, could 
have no Influence at all on the Recovery of Man- 

Kind. For whatever it were, it would be al! 
due from Him for Himſelf, and ſo could only 
profit Himſelf. There is no meer Creature, but 
is obliged for himſelf unto all the Obedience to 
Go, that he is capable of. Yea, univerſal O- 
bedience in all poſſible Inſtances is ſo abſolutely 


neceſſary to him, that the voluntary Omiſſion of it | 


in any one Inſtance, would be ruinous to his own 
Soul. Wherefore no ſuch Obedience could be 
accepted as any Kind of Compenſation for the 
 Diſobedience of others. He then that performs 
this Obedience, muſt be one who was not orig 
— oblig'd thereto on his: on Account. And this 
muſt be a divine Perſon and none other; for every 
meer Creature is ſo obliged. 


3.) TRR People to be redeemed, and brought 
unto Glory, were great and innumerable; à great 
Multitude which no Man can number, Rev. vii. 9. 
The Sins which they were to be n 

J 


/ ccc 


sr 
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ſtified from, were next unto abſolutely infinite; 


They wholly ſurpaſs the Comprehenſion of any 


created Underſtanding, And in every one of them 
there was ſomething infinite, as committed againſt 
an infinite Majeſty. The Miſeries which hereon 
all theſe Perſons were obnoxious unto, were in- 
finite, becauſe eternal; or all that Evil which our 
Nature is capable to ſuffer, was by them all eters 
nally to be undergone. By all theſe Perſons, in 
all theſe Sins, there was an Inroad made on the 
Rule and Government of Gop, an Affront given 
to his Juſtice in theV iolation of his Law. Nor can 
any of them be delivered from the Conſequents 
hereof, without a Satisfaction made to the Juſ- 
tice of Cop. To aſſert the contrary, is to ſup- 
poſe that it is all one to Him whether He be 
obeyed or diſobeyed by his Creatures. And this 
is all one as to deny his very Being; ſeeing it 
oppoſeth the Glory of his eſſential Properties, 
But on the other Hand, whoever doth truly and 
ſincerely believe the divine Perſon of Cris, 
namely, that He was Gop and Man in one Per- 
ſon, and as ſuch acted in the whole Work of 
Mediation, cannot ſhut his Eyes againſt the glo- 
rious Light of this Truth, that what He did and 
ſufferꝰ d, muſt have an intrinſick Worth, outballanc- 
ing all the Evil in the Sins of Mankind; that 
more Honour and Glory accrued unto Gop by 
his Obedience, than Diſhonour by the Diſobedi- 
ence of Adam and all his Poſterity. 3 


4.) IF a Man be recovered, He muſt be re- 
ſtored into the ſame State, wherein he was placed 
before the Fall. To reſtore him with any Di- 
minution of Honour and Bleſſedneſs, was not 
ſuited unto Divine Wiſdom and Bounty. Vea, 


ſeeing it was the infinite Goodneſs and cy of 
Gop to reſtore him, it ſeems agreeable to the di- 
| vine 
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vine Excellencies, that he ſhould be brought into 
a better Condition than that which he had loſt. 
But before the Fall Man was not ſubject unto 
any but unto Gop alone. But if he were re- 
deemed by one who was a meer Creature, he 
could not be reſtored unto this State and Digni 
For on all Grounds of Right and Equity, + 
muſt owe all Service and Obedience to Him b 
whom he was redeem' d. For when we are boy f4 
with a Price, ear grin >. as the Apoltle 
affirms, 1 Cor. ix. 19, 20. "Ye nd. 
who: hath bought us, po Him e 4 d to 
ſerve in our Souls and Bodies which are his, Ac- 
cordingly in the Purchaſe of us, the Loxp Chrift 
became our abſolute Loxp. It would follow 
therefore, that if we were redeemed by a meer 
Creature, into the Service of a meer Creature, 
we ſhould be recovered. And fo they believe who 
affirm 14. to be a Man and no more. 
But on this Suppoſition we are ſo far from an Ad- 
vancemèent in State by our Reſtoration, that we 
do not recover what we were firſt inſtated in. 
For it belong d thereunto, that we ſhould owe 
religious Service and Obedience unto Him alone 
who was Gop over all bleſſed forever. And they . 
bring all Confuſion into Chriſtian Religion, who 
make a meer Creature the Object of our Faith, 
Love, Adoration, Invocation and all ſacred Wor- 
ſnhip. But in our preſent Reſtoration, we ares 
made ſubject anew as to religious Service to Gop 
alone. Therefore the Holy Angels, the Head of the 
Creation, openly diſclaim any ſuch Veneration 
from us, becauſe they are only the Fellow-Servants 
of — that have the Teſtimony of Jeſus. Nor 
hath Gop put the World to come, ihe oſpel State 
of the Church into Subjection unto Angels, or 
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Lorp over his own Houſe, even He that made all 
TNA who is m Heb iü. 4 $5 6. 


- On theſe Suppe oſſitions which are fall of Light 
and Evidence, "Tknite Wiſdom did interpoſe, to 
glorify all the other Excellencies of Go, in ſuch a 

Way a might ſolve all Difficulties, and ſatisfy 
Ends — God's . in che ne e 972 
00 Mankind. | 


Man by Sin had caſt the moſt incommiredle 
Diſhonour on the Righteouſneſs, Holineſs, Good- 
neſs and Rule of Gop, and Himſelf into the 
Guilt of eternal Ruin. In this State it became 
the Wiſdom and; Goodneſs of Gop, neither to 
ſuffer the whole Race of Mankind to come ſhort 
eternally of that Enjoyment of Himſelf for which 
it was created, nor yet to deliver any one of them, 


without retrieving the Honour of his Righteouſ- 


neſs, Holineſs and Rule from the Diminution that 
was made of it by Sin. As this could no Way 
be done, but by a full Satisfaction to Juſtice, and 


an Obedience to the Law, yielding more Honour 


to the Holineſs and Righteouſneſs of Gop, than 
they could loſe by the Sin and Difobedience of 
Man; ſo this 23 muſt be made, and this 
Obedience be yielded by the ſame Nature that 


| noe . moans the Reſidue: of Mankind 


may be intereſted in the Benefits of that Obedi- 
ence, and Satisfaction. Yet was it neceſſary here- 


to, that the Nature wherein all this was to be per- 
formed, though derived from the ſame common 

Stock with that whereof we are Partakers, ſhould 
be abſolutely free from the Contagion and Guilt 


which with it are communicated to us from the 
common Stock. Unleſs it were ſo there could be 


no Undertaking in it for others, it would not be 


able to anſwer for itſelf, 1 yet on all theſe Sup- 
T 2 poſitions, 
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| vine Excellencies, that he ſhould be brought into 
F a better Condition than that which he had loſt. 
= But before the Fall Man, was not ſubject unto 
| any but unto Gop alone. But if he were re- 
| deemed by one who was a meer Creature, he 
| could not be reſtored unto this State and Digni 
For on all Grounds of Right and Equity, 2 
muſt owe all Service and O Oo to Him 
whom he was redeem'd. For when we are boy 
with a Price, we are not our own, as the Apo le 
affirms, 1 Cor. ix. 19, 20. We bow 1 
_ who. hath bought us, —_ Him ure the d to 
ſerve in our Souls and Bodies which are his, Ac- 
| cordingly in the Purchaſe of us, the Lonn Chrift 
| became our abſolute Loxp. It would follow 
if therefore, that if we were redeemed by a meer 
| Creature, into the Service of a meer Creature, 
we ſhould be recovered. And fo they believe who 
affirm the Lord Chri/t to be a Man and no more. 
But on this Suppoſition we are ſofar from an Ad- 
vyancement in "Nate by our Reſtoration, that we 
do not recover what we were firſt inſtated in. 
For it belong'd thereunto, that we ſhould owe 
religious Service and Obedience unto Him alone 
who was Gop over all bleſſed forever. And they 
bring all Confuſion into Chriſtian Religion, who 
make a meer Creature the Object of our Faith, 
Love, Adoration, Invocation = all ſacred Wor- 
ſhip... But in our - preſent Reſtoration, we are 
made ſubject anew as to religious Service to Gon 
alone. Therefore the Holy Angels, the Head of the 
Creation, openly diſclaim any ſuch Veneration 
from us, becauſe they are only 7. Fellow-Servants 
1 | of them that have the Teſtimony of Jeſus. Nor 
= bath Gop put the World to come, the Goſpel State 
of the Church into Subjection unto Angels, or 
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Lorp over his own Houſe, even He that made all 
mi who | is Gon, wh ü. 45 5, 6. 


On theſe Stppoſicona which are fall of Light 
and Evidence, infinite Wiſdom did interpoſe, to 
glorify all the other Excellencies of Go, in ſuch a 
1 55 might ſolve all Difficulties, and ſatisfy 
Ends the Ende of God's mes, in the e e 


"Man by Sin had caſt ane . 
Diſbanour on the Righteouſneſs, Holineſs, Good- 
neſs and Rule of Gon, and Himſelf into the 
Guilt of eternal Ruin. In this State it became 
the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of Gop, neither to 
ſuffer the whole Race of Mankind to come ſhort 
eternally of that Enjoyment of Himſelf for which 


it was created, nor yet to deliver any one of them, 


without retrieving the Honour of his Righteouſ- 
neſs, Holineſs and Rule from the Diminution that 
was made of it by Sin. As this could no * 
be done, but by a full Satisfaction to Juſtice, 

an Obedience to the Law, yielding more Honour 
to the Holineſs and Righteouſneſs of Gop, than 
they could loſe by the Sin and Difobedience of 
Man; fo this Satisfaction muſt be made, and this 
Obedience be yielded by the ſame Nature that 
ſinned, 1 alone the Reſidue of Mankind 
may be intereſted in the Benefits of that Obedi- 
ence, and Satisfaction. Yet was it neceſſary here- 
to, that the Nature wherein all this was to be per- 


formed, though derived from the ſame common 


Stock with that whereof we are Partakers, ſhould 
be abſolutely ſree from the Contagion and Guilt 


which with it are communicated to us from the 


common Stock. Unleſs it were ſo there could be 
no Undertaking in it for others, it would not be 
* to anſwer for itſelf. But yet on all theſe Sup- 
25 T 2 politions, | 
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poſitions, no human Nature could poſſibly yield 
that Obedience to Cop, or make that Satisfaction 
for Sin, whereon the Deliverance of others might 
enſue, to the Glory of the rag. p e bon 
neſs and Rule of Gop. * | 


In this Sent of Thirigs did infinite Wiſdom 
interpoſe, in that glorious Contrivance of the 
Perſon of Chriſt, or the Divine Nature, the eter- 


nal Son of Gop, and of ours in the ſame indivi- 
dual Perfon. Otherwilſe' this Work could not be 


accompliſh'd ; at leaff — Ways are hidden 
from the Eyes of all living, no created Under- 
ſtanding being able to ap dend any other Way 


whereby it might fo have been unto the eternal 
Glory of Gop. This therefore is ſuch an Effect 
of Divine Wiſdom, r W 
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Apoſtle deſcribing the great My! of 
Godlineſs, baton 7065 in ihe Wh, by 
| ſeveral Degrees nt, he carrieth it 
within che Val, ang and — it "there in Glo 
x Tim. ti. 16. GD was "manifeſt in tlie 
and' received up into Glory. This Aſſumption of our 


3 into Glory, i a „ 
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ticle of the Faith of the eee This alſo we 
muſt therefore conſider j in our Meditations on the 
Perſon of Chr Sl | 


Tur which 1 eſpecially intend, is his pre- 
ſent State in Heaven, in the Diſcharge of his 
mediatory Office before the Conſummation of all 
Things. Hereon doth the Glory of Gop and the 
eſpecial Concernment of the Church at preſent 
depend. For at the End of this Diſpenſation He 
ſhall give up the Kingdom unto God, even the 
Father, or ceaſe from the Adminiſtration of his 

mediatory LINE and Power. 


AML Things fell by Sin into an Enmity to 
Gon. The Removal of this Enmity, and the 
Deſtruction of all Enemies, is the Work that 
Gop committed to his Son, in his Incarnation and 


Mediation, Eph. i. 10. This He: was variouſly to- 


accompliſh in the Adminiſtration of all his Offices. 
The Enmity between Gop and us immediately, 
He removed by the Blood of his Croſs, whereb 
He made Peace, Eph. ii. 14, 15, 16. Which 
Peace He continues and preſerves by Interceſſion, 
Heb. vii, 26. 1 John ii. 2. The Enemies them- 
ſelves of the Church's eternal Welfare, namely, 

Sin, Death, the World, Satan and Hell, 4 
ſubdues by his Power. In the gradual Accom- 
pliſhment f this Work; according as the Church 
is brought forth in fucceſfive Generations, He is 
to continue unto the Conſummation of all Things. 


Untill then, the whole Church will not be ſaved; 
and therefore his Work will not be finiſhed. He 
will not ceaſe his Work, whilſt there is one of 


his Ele& to be ſaved, or one. Enemy to be ſub- 
dued. He ſhall not Lilns nor Ra ive 1 5 r until He 
Wa * forth Judgment unto 
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For the Diſcharge of this Work, He hath a ſo- 
vereign Power over all Things in Heaven and Earth 
committed unto Him. And ſo abſolutely is it veſted 
in Him, that upon the ceaſing of the Exerciſe. of 
it, He Himſelf is ſaid to be made ſubjef? unto Gov. 
It is true, that the Lox D Grit in his human Na- 
ture is always leſs than, or inferior to Gop, even 
the Father. In that Senſe He is in Subjection unto 
Him now in Heaven. But yet He hath an actual 
Exerciſe of divine Power, wherein He is abſolute 
and ſupreme. When this ceaſeth, He ſhall be /ub- 
Jed? unto the Father in that Nature, and only fo. 


herefore when this Work is perfectly fulfilled, | 


* 


then ſhall all the mediatory Actings of Chriſt ceaſe 
for evermore- For God will then have compleatly 
finiſhed the whole Deſign of his Wiſdom and Grace, 
in the Conſtitution of his Perſon and Offices, and 

ve raiſed up and; finiſhed the whole Fabrick of 
eternal Glory. Then will Gop be all in all. In his 
own immenſe Nature and Bleſſedneſs He ſhall not 
only be all eſſentially and caſually, but in all alſo; 
He ſhall immediately be all in and unto us. 


Tris State of Things, when Gop ſhall ;mme- 
diately be all in all, we can have no, juſt Compre- 
henſion of in this Life. Some-refreſhing Notions 
of it may be framed from thoſe Apprehenſions of 
the divine Perfections which Reaſon can attain to; 
and their Suitableneſs to yield eternal Bleſſedneſs in 
that Enjoyment of them, whereof our Nature is ca- 
pable. Howbeit of theſe Things in particular, the 
Erstere is ſilent; however it teſtihes our eternal 
Reward to conſiſt in the Enjoyment of Goo. 


Tas Conſideration of the preſent State of Chrif 
in Heaven, may be reduced unto three Heads. 
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\ 1. Tut Glorification of his human Nature. 42 


2. Hrs mediatory Exaltation%; ; or the eſpecial 
Glory of his Perſon as Mediator. | 


3. Taz Diſcharge of his Office in this State of 
Things ; which is what at preſent I ſhall a 
e into. | 


Ax, (1. ) There is that wherein the Glory of 
we human Nature of Chriſt, differeth from that 
which any of the Saints are Partakers of. And 
this is; 


7.) THE eternal Subſiſtence of that Nature of 
his, in the Perſon of the Son of G op. As this be- 
longs unto its Dignity and Honour, fo it doth alſo 
unto its inherent Glory. This is and ſhall be eter- 
nally peculiar unto Him, in Diſtinction from, and 
Exaltation above the whole Creation of Gop, 275 
gels and Men. This is that wherein the Glo 
the human Nature of Chr:/?, doth effentially p Po 
from that of any other ( reature whatever. And 
hereon other Things depend. For, 


2.) HENCE the Union of the human Nature of 
Chrift to Gon, and the Communications of Gop- 
unto it, are of another Kind, than thoſe of the 
bleſſed Saints. 


Ix this World Believers are ie unto Gor by 


Faith. It is by Faith that they cleave unto Him 
with Purpoſe of Heart. In Heaven it ſhall be by 


Love. Ardent Love with Delight, Complacency, 
and Joy, from a clear Apprehenſion of Gop's in- 
finite Goodnetßs and Beauty now made preſent unto 
us, now enjoyed by us, ſhall be the Principle of 
our Ae Adherence unto Him and Union fin. 

im. 
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Him, His Communications unto us here, are by 
an external Efficiency of Power. He communicates 


of Himſelf unto us in the Effects of his Goodneſs, 


Grace, and Mercy, by the Operations of his Spirit 


in us. Of the ſame Kind will all the Communica- 


tions of the divine Nature be unto us unto all Eter- 
nity. It will be by what He worketh in us by his 
Spirit and Power. There is no other Way of the 
Emanation of Virtue from Gop unto any Creature. 
But theſe Things in Chriſt are of another Nature. 
This Union of his human Nature unto Gop, is 
immediate in the Perſon. But the Way of the Com- 
munications of divine Nature unto the human in 
his Perſon, is what we cannot comprehend. There 
is nothing equal to it, nothing like it in all the 
Works of Go p. As it is a Creature it muſt ſub- 
fiſt in eternal Dependence on Go D ; neither hath 
It any Thing but what it receives from Him. For 

this belongs eſſentially unto the divine Nature, to 
be the eternal Spring of all Being and Goodneſs. 
Nor can Omnipotency itſelf exalt a Creature into 
any ſuch Condition, that it ſhould not always and 
in all Things depend abſolutely on the divine Be- 
ing. But as to the Way of the munications be- 
| tween the divine and human Nature in the perſonal 

Union, we know it not. FEE 


3.) Hence the human Nature of Chriſt, in his 
divine Perſon, and together with it, is the Object 
of divine Adoration and Worſhip, Rev. v. 13. All 
Creatures whatever do for ever aſcribe Bleſſing, Ho- 
nour, Glory, and Power, unto the Lamb, in the ſame 
Manner as unto Him who fits on the Throne. But 
no other Creature either is, or can be exalted into 
ſuch a Condition of Glory, as to the Object of an 

divine Worſhip, from the meaneſt Creature, which 
z capable of the Performance of it. 


11 


4.) Tux 


ow > _ mon oO, 


| pliſh in and by Him, is now made evident unto all 
| Deſign of the Wiſdom and Grace of Gop from 


therein, they are deſigned. At the Reſurrection 


of the Perſon of Cnntsr. 225 
4.) Tur Glory that Go p deſigned to accom- 


the holy Ones that are about the Throne. The great 


Eternity, was to manifeſt all the holy Properties of 
his Nature, in and by Jeſs Chri/t; And this is 
that wherein He will acquieſce, with which He is 
well pleaſed. ELLA 


In Heaven this is confpicuouſly and glorioufly 
manifeſt unto all the bleſſed Ones that are before 
the Throne of Go p. They do not behold it by 
Faith in various. Degrees of Light, as we do here 
below. But they behold openly and plainly the 
whole Glory of Gop, all the Characters of it, i= 
luſtriouſly manifeſting themſelves in Him, in what 
He is, in what He hath done, in what He doth. 
Divine Wiſdom, Grace, Goodneſs, Love, Power, 
all ſhine forth in Him unto the Contemplation of all 
his Saints, in whom He is admired. And in the 
Viſion hereof conſiſts no ſmall Part of our eternal 
Blefſednefs. a Ne allies 


(2-) TRE Glory of the human Nature of Chri/f 
differs from that of the Saints after the Reſurrec- 
—— in Things which concern the Degrees of it, 


1.) Tur Glory of his Body is the Pattern they 
ſhall be conformed unto, Phil. iii. 21. h ſhall 
change our vile Body, that it may be faſhioned like 
unto his glorious Body, according to the working 
whereby He is able even to ſubdue all Things unto- 
Himſelf. Our Bodies were made vile by the En- 
trance of Sin. Thence they became Brothers to the 
Worms, and Siſters unto Corruption. To Death 
and the Grave with Rottenneſs and Corruption 


they 
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they ſhall be new faſhioned and moulded. Not only 
all the Diſadvantage they received by the Entrance 
of Sin ſhall be removed, but many Additions of 
glorious Qualifications which they had not in their 
primitive Conſtitution ſhall be added to them. And 
this ſhall be done by the a/mighty Power of Chriſt; 
whereby He is able to ſubdue all Things unto 
Himſelf. But of this State whereinto we ſhall be 
changed by the Power of Chri/t, his own Body is 
a Pattern and Example. A Similitude of it is all that 

we ſhall attain. And that which is the Exemplar 
in any State, is the Rule and Standard unto all 
others. Such is the Glory of Chrift ; ours conſiſts 
in Conformity thereto; which gives Him the Pre- 
2.) As the State of his Body is more glorious 
than ours ſhall be, fo will that of his. Soul appear 
to be more excellent than what we are capable of. 
For that Fullneſs of the Spirit without Meaſure, and 
of all Grace which his Nature was capacitated for 
by Virtue of the hypoſtatical Union, doth ſhine 
forth in all Excellency and Glory. The Grace that 
was in Chrift in this World, is the fame with that 
which is in Him now in Heaven. The Nature of it 
was not changed, but is only brought into a more 
glorious Exercife. And all his Graces are now made 
manifeſt, the Vail being taken from them, and 
Light communicated' to diſcern them. Ar altho' 
the Grace which: is in Believers, be of the ſame 
Nature with that which is in Chri/t Jeſus, and 
ſhall be changed into Glory, after the Likeneſs of 
bis, yet is it, and always-ſhall be incomprehenſibly 
ſhort of what dwells in Him. And herein alſo doth 
his Glory excel that of all other Creatures what- 
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Bur we muſt draw a Vail over what remains. 
For it doth not yet «ppear what we ourſelves ſhall 
be. Much leſs is it evident what are, and what 
will be the Glories of the Head above all the Mem- 
bers; even then when we ſhall be made like unte 
Him. . 


2. Tn ſecond Thing to be conſidered in the 
preſent State of Chriſt, is his mediatory Exaltation. 
And two Things with Reſpect thereunto may be 
enquired into. (1. The Way of his Entrance into 
that State aboys. 2.) The State itſelf with the Glory 
. e | 


1.) Taz Way of the Entrance into the Exerciſe 
of his mediatory Office in Heaven is expreſſed, 
1 Tim. iii. 16. He was recerved into Glory. And He 
entered into Glory, Luke xxiv. 26. This Aſſump- 
tion and Entrance into Glory was upon his Aſcen- 
ſion deſcribed, As i. 9, —11. He was taken up 
into Heaven, by an Act of divine Power; and He 
went into Heaven, in his own Choice and Will, as 
that which He was exalted to. And this Aſcenſion 
of Cbriſt in his human Nature into Heaven is a fun- 
damental Article of the Faith of the Church. 


-IT falls under a double Conſideration. 


II.] Ir was triumphant, as He was a King. | 


{2.] Ir was gracious, as He was a Prieſt. His 
Aſcenſion as to Change of Place, from Earth to 
Heaven, and as to the outward Manner of it, was 
one End and the ſame, and at once accompliſhed. 
But as to the End of it, which is the Exerciſe: of 
all his Offices, it had various Reſpects, various 
Prefigurations, and is diſtinctly propoſed unto us. 


[1.] Is | 
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[1.] In his Aſcenſion as it was N three 
Things may be confidered. | 
-i58] Taz Manner of it, it was openly e 
1 and glorious. So is it deſcribed, Ephef. iv. 
aſcended up on high ; He lead Captivity 3 
and gave Gifts unto Men. And Reſpect is had unto 
the Prefiguration of it, at the Giving of the Law, 
 Pſal. lxviii. 17, 18. where the Glory of it is more 
fully expreſſed. The Chariots of GoD are twenty 
Thouſand, even Thouſands of Angels ; the LORD t: 
among them as in Sinai, in the bel Place. Thou haf 
bw. oy on high, Thou haſt lead Captivity captive, 
&c. The moſt glorious Appearance of Gop upon 
the Earth under the Old Teſlament, was that on 
Mount Sinai. And as his Preſence was there at- 
tended with all his glorious Angels; ſo when upon 
the F iniſhing of that Work He returned into Hea- 
ven, it was in the Way of Triumph with all that 
royal Attendance. And this-prefigured the Aſcent 
of Chrift into Heaven. He aſcended triumphantly 
after He had given the Law, as a Figure of his tri- 
t Aſcent after he had fulhlled it. Having 
then ſpoiled Principalities and Powers, He made 4 
Shew of them openly, triumphing over them, Col. ii. 
15. £4 He lead Captivity captive ; or all the ad- 
verſe Powers in Triumph at his Chariot Wheels. 
I deny not but that his leading Captivity captive, 
rincipally reſpects his ſpi —2 ueſt over Satan. 
7et whereas He is alſo ſaid 5 — 2 and 
Powers, making a Shew of them openly, I no Way 
doubt but Satan the H n poſtaſy, and the 
chief Princes — were lead — 4 in Sight 
of all the holy 4 as conquered Captives. This 
is that which is ſo emphatically expreſſed, Pſaln 
xlvii. throughout. The Cauſe "of all- triumphant 
Rejoycing therein declared, is, that GoD was gone 
| up 
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u with 4 Shout; the Loxp with the gun a 
Trumpet, ver. 5. which is nothing but the glorious 
Aſcent of Chriſt into Heaven, ſaid to be accompa- 
nied with Shouts, and the Sound of a Trumpet, 
the Expreſſions of. triumphant Rejoycing, becauſe 
of the glorious: Acclamations that were made there- 


on by all the Attendants of the Throne of Gov. 


2.] Tux Place whither He thus aſcended, is on 
high«-He aſcended up on highs Epheſ. iv; 8: That i is, 
of Heaven. He went into Heaven, Acts i. 11. And the 
Haven muft receive Him, ver. 3.—2 1. Not theſe | 

Heavens which we behold : For in his Aſcenſion Ze 
paſſed through them, Heb. iv. 14. and is made higher 
than they, Chap. vii. 27. But into the Place of” the 
Reſidence of God in Glory and Majeſty, Heb. i. 
I 1.— Xii, 2. There on the Throne of Gon, 

Ui 21 On the Right: Hand of the-Majefty on 
high, He fits down in the full Poſſeſſion of all Power 
and Authority. This is the Palace of this Ki 
of Saints and Nations. There is his royal eternal 
8 Throne, Heb. i. 8. And many Crawns are on his 
Head, Rev. xix. 12. or, all Dignity and Honour. 


1. 3] Tun Ens for. which He thus triumphantly 
„ WM aſcended into Heaven, is twofold. Firſt, The De- 
ſtruction of all his Enemies in their remainin 
Powers. He rules them with a Rod of Iron, 
in his due Time will daſh them in Pieces as a Pot- 
ter's Veſſel. For He muſt reign until all his Enemies 
are made his Foot/tool. Although at preſent for the 
moſt Part they deſpiſe his Authority, yet they are 
all-abſolutely in his Conde and l "fall under his 
eternal Diſpleaſure. Secondly, The Preſervation and 
Rule of his Church, both, as to that internal State 
of the Souls of them that believe, and the external 
Order of the Church in its Worſhip and Obedi- 
ence, and its — under * 2 
Vox. XVIII. 


%* 
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and Perſecutions in this World. There is in each 
of theſe ſuch a continual Exerciſe of divine Wiſdom, 
Power, and Care, the Effects of them are fo great 
and marvellous, and the Fruits of them ſo abundant 
unto the Glory of Gop, that the World would not 
contain the Books that might be written of them ; 
but to handle them WO is not our Oy 
Deſign. 


[2:] Hrs Aſcenſion may be 8 as gra- 
cious; as the Aſcent of an High-Prieſt. And herein 
the Things before · mentioned are of a diſtinct Con- 
enn | 


As 46 the Mawr of I; and the Deſign of 
W. Te gives an Account of them Himſelf, Jobn 
xx. 17. His Deſign herein was not the taking on 
Him the Exerciſe of his Power; but the acting with 
Gop on the Behalf of his Diſciples. I go, _ 
He, to my Father, and your Father, to my Os, and 
your Gop ; not his Gop and Father with reſpect 
unto eternal Generation, but as He was their Gop 
and Father alſo. And He was ſo, as He was their 
Gop and Father in the ſame Covenant with Him- 
5 wherein He was to procure of Gop all good 
ngs for them. Through the Blood of this ever- 
afing Covenant, namely, his own Blood, whereby 
venant was eſtabliſhed, and all the good 
Thing of it ſecured unto the Church, He was 
brought again from the Dead, that He might live 
ever to communicate them unto the Church, Heb. 
Xiti. 20, 21. With this Deſign in his Aſcenſion, 
and the Effects of it, did He often comfort the 
Hearts of his Diſciples, when they were ready to 
faint on the Apprehenſions of his leavin them here 
below, John xiv. 1, 2. Chap. xvi. 1. * And 


this wg pified by the Aſcent — Hi oh Prief 
1 The be Tea emple was as fituated 


unto the Temple of old. 
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on an Hill, high and ſteep, ſo that there was no 
Approach unto it but by Stairs. Hence in their 
Wars it was looked on as a moſt impregnable For- 
treſs. And the ſolemn Aſcent of the High-Prieſt 
into it on the Day of Expiation, had a Reſemblance 
of this Aſcent of Chriſt into Heaven. For after he 
had offered the Sacrifice in the outward Court, and 
made Atonement for Sin, he entered into the moſt 
holy Place, a Type of Heaven itſelf, as the Apoſtle 
_ declares, Heb. ix. 24. of Heaven, as it was the 
Place whereinto our High-Prieſt was to enter. And 
it was a joyful Aſcent, though not triumphant. All 
the Pſalms from the 120th to the 134th incluſively, 
whoſe Titles are Fy>ypn Er wvw, Songs of De- 

grees, or rather Aſcents or Riſings, being rally 
Songs of Praiſe, were ſung to Gop at the Reſting. 
Places of that Aſcent : Eſpecially was this repre- 
ſented on the Day of Jubilee. he Proclamation 
of the Jubilee was on the ſame Day that the High- 
Prieſt entered into the holy. Place; and at the ſame- 

Time; namely, on the. Tenth Day of the ſeventh 

Month, Levit. xvi.. 29. Chap. xx. 9s. Then did- 
the Trumpet ſound throughout the Land, the whole. 

Church; and Liberty was proclaimed unto all Ser- 
vants, Captives, and ſuch as had ſold their Poſſeſ- 

_ that they might return to them again. This 

| a great Type of the Aſcent of our High- 
5 re into his Sanctuary, when he proclaimed the 
acceptable Year of the LoxD, and the Day of Ven- 
geance of our G p, to. comfort all that mourn ; to. 
9p point unto them that mourn in Zion, to give them: 

eauty for Aſhes, the Oyl of Foy for Mourning, the 
_ Garment of Praiſe 1 or the Spirit of Heavineſs, that 
they mi wh be called Trees 0 / Right; eſs, the plant- 
ing of the Loxp, that He 5 1 5 lorified, Iſa. Ixi.. 
2, 3. For in this Aſcenſion of , Proclama- 
tion was made in the Goſpel, of Mercy, Pardon, 
Seqces oy, and NAN Refreſhments, unto _ 
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that were diſtreſſed b y Sin, with a Communication 
of Righteouſneſs bn them, to the eternal Glory 

of Go. Such was the Entrance of our High 
Prieſt into Heaven, with N r of Joy and 
| Praiſe unto Gov. 


2.] THE Place whereinto He thus e was 
the Sanctuary above, the Tabernacle not made with 
Hands, Heb. viii. 2. It was into Heaven itſelf, not 
- abſolutely, but as it is the Temple of Gon, as >a 
| Throne of Grace and Merey- Seat are in it.” * 
2} Tus End why: the Lon Chriſt thus ha 
ed, and thus entred into the holy Place, was ts ap- 
\ fear in the Preſence of Gop for- us, and to make q 
- Tatere ton for i OASIS. | 
- Vil. 2 Ty 245 25+ POLLS 7 
| Ir any ho ied nt; when He TS is 5 
World and aſcended, the great Promiſe He male 
. to his Diſciples as they were to be Preachers of the ; 
_ Goſpel; and in them to all that ſhould ſucceed ; 
| them in that-Office, was, that He would ſend the : 
13 1 unto them, to teach and guide to q 
. them into all Truth, to declare unto them + 
4 he Myſteries of Love, for the Uſe of the whole 
Church. This He promiſed to do, and did in the 
Diſcharge of his prophetical Office. And although | 
his giving Ge unte Men was an Act of his Kingly 3 
| Office yet it was for the End of his r 
Office. 


' From what hath been ſpoken it is evident that 7 
the LORD Chrift aſcended into Heaven, or was re- 
. ceived up into Glory, with this Deſign, namely, 
- to exerciſe. his Office of Mediation-in the Behalf of 
the Church until the End ſhould be. As this was 
his Grace, that when He was rich," for our Sales 


He 
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He became poor ; ſo when He was made rich again 
for his own Sake, He lays forth all the Riches of. 
his Glory and Power on our Behalf. 


3- Taz Glory of the State wives Chri/t thus 
enter'd, is the next Thing to be conſidered. For 
He is ſat down on the Right- Hand of the Majeſty on 
hizh. And as his Aſcenſion with the Ends of it 
were twofold, ſo was his Glory that enſued. For 
his preſent medi iatory State conſiſts either in the 
Glory of his Power, or in the Glory of his Love; 
his lory as a King, or his Glory as a Prieſt. For. 
the firſt of theſe, or his.royal Glory, in ſovereign 
Power and Authority over the whole Creation of 
God, all in Heaven and Earth, Perſons and Things, 

els and Men, Good and Bad, Alive and Dead, 
hings ſpiritual. and eternal, Grace, Gifts, and 
Glory, is "Ri ght and Power to diſpoſe of all 


Things 1 to his Will, I have declared it 


3 His G 


as a Prieſt, will be. manifeſted» 
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CHAP. XV.. 


The Exrreiſ of the Metiatory Office of” 
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HE third and laſt Thing "We unts- - 

Conſideration, is the Di = his Me- 
diatory Office in Behalf of the Church; eſpecially 
as He continueth to be a Miniſter of the Sanctuary, 
and of the true Tabernacle which Gop hath fixed 
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Al Chriftians acknowledge that his preſent State 
is a State of the higheſt Glory, of Exaltation above 
the whole Creation of Go p, above every Name 
that is or can be named; and hereon they eſteem 
their own Honour and Safety to depend. Neither 
.do doubt of:his Power, but take it for granted 
that He can do whatever He pleaſeth, which is the 
8 of their placing all their Confidence in 
Him. But we muſt ſhew moreover that his preſent 
State is a State of Office, Work, and Duty. He 
leads not in Heaven a Life of meer Glory and Bleſ- 
ſedneſs, but a Life of Office, Love, Care alſo. 
He lives as the Mediator of the Church, as the 
| Tings" Rae and Prophet thereof. Hereon do our 
1 Safety, and our eternal Salvation depend. 
Without the continual Actings of the Office, Power, 
and Care of Cbriſt, un r not _—_ 
ferved one Moment. 


Tuus He i is at once reſis in al his Of- 
fices, Rev. v. 6. And I beheld, and dv in the Mid/t 
of the Throne, and of the four living Creatures, flood 
« Lamb as it had been ſlain, 2 ſeven Horns, 
ſeuen Eye pee, hich ore th ſeuen Iii Go 
| ent forth into all the Earth. The whole Rep epreſen- 
| tation of the Glory of Gop, with all his holy At- 
tendants, is bert called Bis Tyne, whence Chri/t 
| meer tba rr 88 
bis kingly ; with Reſpect alſo whereunto 
| 2 21 to W Horns, or perfect Power for 
* the Accompliſhment of his Will, and with Reſpect a 
unto his ſacerdotal Office, He is repreſented as a 
Lamb that bad been an - it being his Oblation 
that is continually effectual for the For as 
the Lamb God, in the Offering of Himſelf,” He 
takes away the Sins of the World. And as a Pro- 
Phet He is aid to have even Eye, which are the 
„ {as — or a (perfect Fuloeſs of all 
| 1A : ſpiritual 
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m_ Light and Wiſdom, with Power for the 
mmunication of Gifts and Grace to the . 


THE Nawen of theſe Offices of Chriſt, I have 
declared elſewhere. I now no farther conſider them 
but as they relate to the preſent State of Ori in 

Heaven. And becauſe it would be too 8 to treat 
of them all diſtinctly, I ſhall confine myſelf to his 
Prieſtiy Office. With Reſpect thereto the Things 
enſuing may be obſerved. — 


I. Tur Lonp Chrift Sadie lite Erd the 
Place of the Reſidence of the Glory of Gop, as 
into a Temple, a Tabernacle, 4 Place of Bered 

Worſhip. He did fo as the High - Prieſt of the 
Church, Heb. ix. 24. He is not entered into the holy 
Places made with Hands, which are the Figures 0 4 
the true, but into Heaven ol now to 1 9 | int 
Preſence of Gop fer us, He is entered into Hea- 
ven as it was figured by the Tabernacle of old, 
which was the Place of all ſacred and folemn Wor- 
"ſhip. And therefore is He ſaid to enter into it thro? 
the Vail, Heb. vi. 19, 20. Chap. x. 19, 20. Which 
was the Way of Entrance into ©o the, holy Place both 
in the Tabernacle and Temple. | 


2. In this Temple, this danctuary the 30 
to miniſfer «Lows the 
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continueth gloriouſl 

Throne of Gi” in the Diſcharge. of his Office. 
As the High- Prieſt went into the holy Place to mi- 
niſter for the Church unto Gop, before the Ark 

and Mercy-Seat, which were * of the Throne 
of Grace; ſo doth our Erb act for us in the 
real Preſence of Gop. did not enter into the 


holy Place only to reſide Urs: in a Way of Glory, 

but S hls all that Glory, Kees, and Wor- 
ich He will receive ib the Church. And 

2 aq confider both 

n [1.] War 
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(I.] Wrar. this Work is, and. 


— at ts ah * 


(2.) How it.is performed... 


1.) In general; herein Griſt exerciſeth all his 
Love, Compaſſion, and Care towards the Church! 
and every Member of it. This are we frequently! 
called to the Conſideration of, as the Foundation 
of all our Conſolation, the Fountain of all our Obe- 
dience. Thoughts hereof are the Relief of Believers Þ | 
in all their Diſtreſſes and Temptations ; and the 
Effects of it, are all their Supplies of Grace ena- 
bling them to perſevere in their Obedience. He doth 
appear. for them. as the great Repreſentative of the 
Church to tranſact all their Affairs with Gov. 
And that for three Ends: F727 


. To make effeQual the Attonement that He 
' hath made for Sin. By the continual Repreſentation 
of it, and of Himſelf as a Lamb that hath been ſlain. 
He procures the Application of the Benefits of it 
min Recanciliation and Peace with Gop, unto their 


| Souls. Hence are all Believers ſprinkled and waſhed 
| with his Blood in all Generations; in the Appli- 
[ cation of the Virtue of it to them, as ſhed for 
| _ (2. To undertake their Protection, and to plead 
| their Cauſe againſt all the Accuſations of Satan. 


He yet accuſeth and chargeth them before Gon. 
FCC mens of $6, Lhrong, of 
: race. an + N | | | 8 


3 .] To intercede for them; as to the Commu- 
nication of all Grace and Glory, all Supplies of the 
Spirit, the Accompliſhment of all the Promiſes. 
This is the Work of Cbrißt in Heaven. In theſe 
"Things as the High-Prieſt of the Church, doth He 
LAST Tot © ; continue 
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continue to adminiſter his Mediatory Office. And 
herein is He attended with the Songs of all the holy 
Ones that are in tho Preſence of God, giving Glory 
to Gon b Him... 


, 


(.) As bo the Manner of thin glotioavAdtnitii- 
ſtration, ſundry Things are to be conſidered. 


1.) THAT this Tranſaction of Things in Hea- 
ven, being in the Temple of Gop, and before the 
Throne of Grace, is a folemn inſtituted Worſtlip 
at preſent, which ſhall ceaſe at the End of the World. 


| Religious Worſhip it is; or that whereby all the 
Saints above give Glory to Gop. And it is inſti- 


tuted Worſhip, in that it is Gop's eſpecial” Ap- 


pointment in and by Chrif the Mediator. And Be- 
lievers at preſent have by Faith an Admiſſion into 


Communion with this Church above in all its di- 


vine Worſhip. For we are come unts Mount Sion, 


and unto the City of 'the living 'Gob\ the hedventy 


Jeruſalem, and to an innumerable Compary' of Ar- 


gels; te the general Aſſembly and Church of be Firſt- 


AT which are written in Heaven ; and e Gopthe 
udge of all, and to the Spirits of fut Men made 
perfect; and lo Jeſus the Mediator of the new Crve- 


nant, and to the Blood of Spriniling, which ſpraketh 
better Things than that of Abel, Fleb. xii. 22, 23, 24. 


O that my Soul might abide in this Exerciſe of 
Faith; that I might yet enjoy a clearer Proſpect of 
this Glory, and Inſpection into the Beauty and 
Order of this bleſſed Aſſembly ! How inconceiva- 
ble is the Repreſentation that Gop here makes of 
the Glory of his Wiſdom, Love, and Mercy in 
Chrift ? How excellent is the Manifeftation of the 
Glory of Chrift in his Perſon and Offices, the Glory 
given Him by the Father? How little a Portion do 


we know, or can Experience of the refreſſing Com- 
munications of divine Love to all the Mer 


of 
this 
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this Aſſembly; or of that unchangeable Delight in 
| beholding the Glory of Chrift, and of God in 

Him; of that Ardency of Affections wherewith 
they cleave unto Him, and continual Exultation 


of Spirit, whereby they triumph in the Praiſe 


of Gon? To enter into this 2 


to joyn with it in the Praiſes of Him that fi's on th: 
Throne, and the Lamb for evermore ; to labour after 


2 Frame of Heart in holy Affections, in ſome Cor. 


reſpondency with that which is in the Saints above, 


is the Duty, and ought to be the Deſign of the 
Church of Believers here below. So much as we 


are farthered herein by our preſent Ordinances, ſo 


much Advantage have we by them, and no more. 


A conſtant View of this Glory, will caſt Contempt 


on all the defirable Things of this World, and de- 


liver our Minds from any dreadful Apprehenſions 
of what is moſt terrible therein. 1 


2.) Tr1s heavenly Worſhip in the Sandtuan 


above, adminiſter'd by the High-Prieſt over the 
"Houſe of Gop, is conſpicuouſly glorious. The 
_ Glory of Gon is the great End of it; that i, 
the Manifeſtation of it. The Manifeſtation cf 


the Glory of Go p conſiſts in the Effects of his 


infinite Wiſdom, Goodneſs, and Power; decla- 


ratively, in the expreſs Acknowledgment. of it 


with Praiſe. Herein therefore doth the ſolemn 
_ Worſhip of Gop in the Sanctuary above con- 
- fiſt; ſetting aſide only the immediate Actings of 
_ Chrift in his Interceſſion. It is a glorious expre!s 


Acknowledgment of the Wiſdom, Love, Good- 
neſs, and Power of Gop, in the Redemption, Sanc- 


. tification and Salvation of the Church by Feſu 
_Chriftl, with a continual Aſcription of all divine 
Honour to Him. For the Manner of its Perfor- 
mance, our preſent Light into it, is but obſcure. 
Some Things have an Evidence in them. As, 


(1. T HAL 
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(1. THAT there is nothing carnal in it, or ſuited 
to the Imaginations of Men. In the Thoughts of Hea- 
ven, moſt Perſons are apt to frame Images in their 
Minds of ſuch Things as they ſuppoſe they could 
be delighted with. But they are far remote from the 
Worſhip of this holy Aſſembly. The Worſhip of the 
Goſpel, which is ſpiritually glorious, makes a nearer 
Approach to it, than that of the Temple which was 
outwardly ſo vv R 13 


(2. Ir is not meerly mental; or tranſacted only 
in the ſilent Thoughts of each individual Perſon. 
For as we have ſhewed, it is the Worſhip of a 
Church Aſſembly wherein they have all Commu- 
nion and joyn in the Performance of it. We know 
not well the Manner of Communication between 
Angels and the Spirits of juſt Men made perfect. 
It is expreſſed in the Scripture by Voices, Poſtures, 
and Geſtures 3 which although they are not of the 
ſame Nature as abſolutely ours are, yet are they re- 
ally ſignificant of the Things they would expreſs, 
and a Means of mutual Communication. Lea - 


know not how far Go may give them the Uſe of 


Words, whereby to expreſs his Praiſe. But the 
Manner of it is ſuch, whereby the whole Aſſembly 
above joyntly celebrate the Praiſes of Gop. And 
the Glory hereof conſiſts in three Things: 


{1.] Tux blefled and beautiful Order of all 
Things in that Sanctuary. Fob deſcribes the Grave 
beneath to be a Place without any Order, and where 
the Light is as Darkneſs, Chap. x. 22. All above is 
Order and Light; every Perſon and Thing in its 
proper Place and Exerciſ ge. 


x.) Hz ave itſelf is a Temple, a Sanctuary, 
made fo by the eſpecial Preſence of Gon, ** the 
2 


%._ 
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Miniſteation eee bu 
Ong. +9 en | 


_—_ Fa the Saints r He is on 
the Throne of Grace; in that -E the full 


Enjoyment of the Effects of his Grace, and give 
Glory to Him on the Account thereof. He is ſo 


alſo with Reſpect to the Church below, in the con- 
rn 3 RY mT" thro' 
1 . | 412 


30 . 1 
before the Throne, ec be aol 
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par ALL the bly. 3 TE the ation Order 
and _ are about the 


Seer 


5. ) Ans che Spirits J d len made perfect in 
the various Meaſures of Light and And 
theſe: Things were abſcurely 3 in the 
Order of the Church at its firſt Erection in the 
Wilderneſs; for the Ordinances of Gop among 
them were Patterns or Figures of heavenly Things, 
Heb. ix. 23. (I. In the Midſt was the Tabernacle 
ade, which repteſented the Sanctuary or 
Temple above. (2. In the moſt holy Place were 
the Ark and y- Seat Repreſentatives of the 
Throne of Grace. (3. The Miniſtry of the High- 
Prieſt; a Type of the Miniſtry of Chriſf. (4. The 
Levites who attended on the High- Prieſt, did repre- 
ſent the wr of Angels, attending on Chriſſ in 

hz t His Office. -: And (5. round about 


chem » n were the > iber in their! Order, 9:43 40 
i [24] Is 
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f2.] Is the full, clear Apprehenſions which all 
he blefled Ones have of the Glory of Gop in 


 Chrift, of the Work and Effects of his Wiſdom and 


Grace towards Mankind. Theſe are the Founda- 
tions of divine Worſhip. And becauſe dur Con- 
ceptions about them, are obſcure and inevident, 
dur Worſhip is weak and imperfect alſo. But all 
is open unto the Saints above. We are in the Duſt, 
the Blood, the Noiſe of the Battle; they are vic- 
toriouſly at Peace, and have a perfect View of what 
they have paſſed through, and what they have at- 
tained. They are come to the Springs of Life and 
Light, and are filled with Admiration of the Grace 
of Gop in themſelves and one another. What they 
ſee in Gop, and in_Feſus Chriſt, what they have 
Experience of in themſelves, what they know and 
learn from others, are all of them inconceivable and 
inexpreſſible. It is well for us, if we have ſo mach 
Experience of theſe Things, as to ſee a real Glory 
in the Fulneſs and Perfe * of them. The Ap- 
prehenſions by Sight without Mixture of Unſteadi- 
nefs or Barka without the Allay of Fears or 

Temptations, with an ineffable Senſe of the Things 
themſelves on their Hearts, are the Springs off 'the 

holy Worthip which | is in Heaven. . 


137 Re ce rwüg Fe 1c ad dal 


of it. Now whereas it ariſeth from Sight 4nd pre- 


ſent Enjoy ment, it muſt conſiſt in a continual Ac. 
cription of Glory and Praife unto Gop ; and ſo it 
is deſcribed in the Scripture. And how little 4 Por- 
tion of the Glory of hes gk is it, ny horn 


apprehend ! ſ 


| 5 In this ey Aſtembly before the: Throne ES 
of Grace, the Lord Feſus 3105 the great High- 
acceptable — 

Gop, the Worſhip of the Church — below. Ss 
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ts Hopd of deren 


it is expreſſed, Rev. viii. 3, 4. pr — came 
and ſt ood at the Altar, Dee Cenſer, ani 
2 725 r — Ince , that be 
offer it wit rayers of all Saints. upon the 
golden Altar which was befare the Throne; and the 
Smoke of the Incenſe which came with the Prayers of 
the Saints, aſcended up unto GoD out of the 2 
ad. It is a Repreſentation, of the High. Prieſt 
urning Incenſe on the golden Altar on the Day of 
Atonement, when He entered. into the moſt holy 
Place. For that Altar was placed juſt 245 
trance of it, directly before the Ark and Mercy- 
Seat, repreſenting the Throne of Gop. This Angel 
therefore is our Hligh-Prieft; ; none elſe could ap- 
proach that Altar, or offer Incenſe on it, the Smoke 
whereof was to enter into the holy Place. And the 
Prayers of all Saints is an Expreflion of the whole 
Worſhip of the Church. And this is repreſented 
before the Throne of Go, by this High-Prieſt. 
And it is He that their Prayers came unto the 
Throne op, but the Smokz o F the Incenſe out 
of, the Hand o the Angel did ſo, For it is the In- 
cenſe of the Interceſſion of Chri/t alone that gives 
them, their Acceptance with Gop. Without this, 
none of our Prayers, Prailes, or Thankigi vings 
would ever have Acceſs to the Throne of Grace. 


2 1 this Relief, under the Conſide- 
ration of ele and Auer e of them. 
Wbercfores Him and 0 505 im alone, Th we pre- 
rg t all 235 W bes ayers, and whole Wor- 
ip to 8 Anz d herein, in all hd orſhip do 
we. our — enter oy the moſt Place, Heb. xX. 
Wi'o do it not meerly by Hach. but by this ef- 

ke Exerciſe of it, in 7""Witer our r Prayers into 


1 thics Things i in all oy: 10 boch that 
would i han 5 e to Gop,. ape Arran 


wit 
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with — 9 The 32 is the Iniquity that cleaves 
ants it; ſeron e Weaknefs o. or Imperfection 
that at beſt oy i” itz and, thirdly, the Unworthi- 
neſs of the Perſons by whoin it is performed. With 
Reference unto theſe Things, the Lat could never 
5 the Conſciences of them that came to Gop 
y the Sacrifices of it. But there are three Things 
in the ſacerdotal GE of Chrift, that take 


them all awa are, Fi ih The Influ- 
ence of his . Sond ly, Efficacy of 
his Interceſſion; and, Thirdly, The Dignity of his 


Perſon. Through the fit of theſe He takes away 


all the Iniquity of our holy Things; as Aaron d 
typically of old, by Virtue of the Plate of Gold, 
with the Name of Got — — of Chrift) on his 
Forehead, Exod. Xxviii. 3 9955 EI; He hath made 
Atonement for them in che lood of his Oblation, 
and they appear not in the Preſence of Gop. Thro' 
the /ccond, or Efficacy of his Interceſſion, He gives 
Acceptance to our Prayers and Worſhip. For this 
is that Incenſe whoſe Smoke comes up with the 
Prayers of all Saints to the Throne of Gop. Thro? 
the third, or the Dignity of his Perſon, wherein 
He appears as the Repreſentative of his whole my- 
ſtical Body; He takes away from our Conſciences 
that Senſe of our own Vileneſs and Unworthineſs, 
which would not ſuffer us to approach with Bold- 
neſs to the Fhrone of Grace. In theſe Things con- 

fiſts the Worſhip of all Believers, without which 
as it would not be acceptable to Gop, ſo we could 


noe neither Peace _ Cen bes it durſedxes ; 


5 — hath the Church but ! is *trlifiiphancy 
Communion with that which is yet militant. The 
Aſſembly above have not loſt their Concern for the 
Church here below. As we rejoyece in theit Glory, Ys, 
Safety, and Happineſs, that havitig paſſed through 
the we and — the * 
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ings, and Dangers of this Life ſo are they full of 
Affection towards their Brethren exerciſed with the 
fame Temptations, Difficulties, and Dangers which 
they have paſſed through, with earneſt Deſires for 
their Deliverance and Safety. Wherefore when they 
behold the Lok 1 Jeet 2 as the great High- 
Prieſt over the Houſe of Gop, preſenting their 
Prayers, with all their holy Worſhip unto Him, 
rendering them acceptable by the Incenſe of his 
- ownlntercefſion, it fills them with Satisfaction, and 
continually excites them to aſſign Praiſe, and Glory; 
and Honour unto Him. This is the State of the 
Saints above, with Reſpect to the Church here be- 
low. This is all which may be herein aſcribed. to 
them, and this may ſafely be fo. In theſe Things 
conſiſt their Communion with the Church here be- 
low. A Love they have to it, from their Union 
with it in the ſame myſtical Body, Epoe i. 10. A 
Senſe they have of its Condition from the Experi 
ence they had of it in the are of their Fleſh. A 
great Concern they have fer the Glory of Gop in 
them, and a fervent Deſire of their eternal Salya- 
tion. They know that without them they ſhall not 
be abſolutely: made perfect in their whole Perſons, 
Rev. vi. 11: In this State of Things, they conti- 
nually bebold the Loxp Feſus Chri/t, preſenting 
their Prayers before the Throne of Grace, maki 
Interceſſion for them, appearing to plead their Cauſe 
againſt all their Adverſaries, 5 their Af- 
fairs in the Preſence of God, taking Care of their 
Salvation. This continually fills them with an holy 
Satisfaction, and is a 2 Part of the ſubject Mat- 
ter of their inceſſant Praiſs. 1 


F. THERE is herein a full Manifeſtation of the 
Wiſdom of Gon, in all the Inſtitutions of the Ta- 
bernacle and Temple of old. Herein the Vail is 
fully taken off, and that obſcure Repreſentation of 
ou > 5 heavenly 
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heavenly Things is brought forth to Light and 


Glory. It is true, this is done to 4 great Degree in 
the Diſpenſation of the Goſpel. By the Coming of 
Chrift in the Fleſh, and the Diſcharge of his Medi- 
atory Office in this World, the Subſtance of what 
they did prefigure is accompliſhed. And-in the Re- 
velation of the Goſpel, the Nature and End of them 
is declared. Howbeit they extend their Significa- 
tion alſo to Things within the Vail, or the Di 
charge of the Prieffly Office of Chriſt in the hea- 
venly Sanctuary, ' Heb. ix. 24. Wherefore' as we 
have not yet a PerfeQtion of Light to underſtand the 
Depth of the Myſteries contained in them; ſo them- 
felves alſo were not abſolutely fulfilled untill the 
LoxD Chr:ift diſcharged his Office in the holy Place: 
This is the Glory of the Pattern which Gop ſhewed 
unto Moſes in the Mount, and made conſpicuous 
and evident unto all. Therein eſpecially do the 
Saints of the Old Teſtament, who were exerciſed all 
their Days in thoſe typical Inſtitutions, whoſe De- 
ſign they could not comprehend, ſee the manifold 

iſdom and Goodneſs of Gop in them all, 


6. ALL that the Lox D Chi receives of the Fa- 
ther on the Account of this Mediation, He is en- 


| dowed with Sovereign Power to execute and accom- 


pliſh.  'Theiiore is He ſaid,” as a Prieſts, to be 
made higher than the Heavens, and as a Prieft to fit 
down at the Right- Hand of the Majeſty on high, Heb. 
viii. 2. This glorious Power doth not immediately” 
belong to Him on the Account of his Sacerdotal 
Office, but it is that Qualification of his Perſon! 
which is neceſſary to the effectual Diſcharge of it. 
Hence it is ſaid of Him, that He ſhould bear the" 


| Glory, and fit and rule upon his Throne, and ſhould be: 


a Prieft: upon his Throne, Zech. vi. 13. A Throne 

properly belongs unto Chriſt, with Reſpect unto his 

Kingly Office. Howbeit the Power belonging to his 
| W 3 7 hrone 
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Throne being neceſſary to the effectual Diſcharge of 
his prieſtly Office, as He fits and rules on his Throne, 
fo it is {aid that He is a Prigſt on his Throne alſo. 


Tus is one Inſtance of the preſent State of Chriſt 
in Heaven, and of the Work which He doth there 
rform, and the only Inſtance I ſhall inſiſt upon, 
e was made a Prieſt after the Power of an endle/; 
Ly, the Life which He now leads in Heaven, and 
lives ſor ever to make Interceſſion for us. He was 
dead, but is alive, and lives for evermore, and hath 
the Keys of Hell and Death, all Power over the 
Enemies of his Church. Gop on a Throne of 
Grace; Chrift is the High-Prieſt, ſo on his Right- 
Hand in Glory and Power, as yet to be before the 
Throne in the Virtue of his Sacerdotal Office, with 
the whole Concernment of the Church on his Hand, 
tranſacting all Things with Gop for.them : All the 
bely Angels, and the Spirits of juſt Men made per- 
fett, encompaſſing the Throne with continual Praiſes 
unto God, even the Father and Him, on the Ac- 
count of the Work of infinite Wiſdom and Grace 


in his Incarnation, Mediation, and Salvation of 


the Church thereby; Himſelf continuing to manage 
the Cauſe of the whole Church before Gop, pre- 
ſenting all their Prayers and Services unto Him, 
perfumed with his own Interceſſion, is that Reſem- 
blance of Heaven and its preſent Glory, which: the 
Seripture offers untd us. But alas, how weak, how 
dark, how low, are our Conceptions of theſe hea- 
venly Things! we ſee yet as through a Glaſs dark- 
I, and know but in Part. The Time is approach- 
ing when we ſhall ſee theſe Things with efen Face, 
and 4new'even'as 10e are knoum. The beſt Improve- 
ment we can make of this Proſpect, whilſt Faith 
ſupplies the Place of Sight, is to be ſtirred up there - 
dy unto holy Longings aſter Participation in this 
of © 22 ˙ 7 $4 9 TEM: 981 Glory, 
nod ! | 
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Glory, and conſtant Diligence in that holy Obedi- 
ence denen we may arrive thereto. 


1 SHALL cloſe this Diſcourſe with a little Re- 
view of ſomewhat. that paſſed before. From the 
Conſideration of that Place of the Apoſtle, that at 
the End, Chriſt fall give up the Kingdom unto ihe 
Father, I declared that if the State of Things which 
we have deſcribed, ſhall then ceaſe, and all Things 


I would extend this no farther than as to what con- 
cerneth the Exerciſe of Chriſis Mediatory Office 
with Reſpect to the Church here below, and the 
Enemies of it. But there are ſome Things which 
belong to this State, * 3 continue to all 
anne . 1 


— 1 BELIEVE the, Perſon of G, in and by 
his Head of 4 Nature, ſball be for ever the immediate 
the whole glorified Creation. Gop hay- 
gathered all Things to an Head in Him, the 
Knot _ that Collection ſhall never be diſſolved. 
We ſhall never lole « our Relation, to 2 nor He 
nl bar 40175 5 
65. 1 THBREFORE; gry ng He all be the 
Mann of Communication between Go p and his 
glorified Saints: for ever. What are, what will be 
the glorious Communicgtions of Go unto his 


Saints for ever, in Life, Light, Power, Joy, Reſt, 
and ineffable Satisfatction, I ſhall not now en- 


quire. But this I ſay, they ſhall be all made thro” 
the Perſon of. the Gn and the human Nature 
therein. That Tabernacle ſhall never be folded up, 

never be laid aſide as uſeleſs; And if it be id 
that I cannot declare the Manner of the na} 
Communication of God to his Saints in Glory by 
Cbri; I ſhall only ſay, that I cannot declare the 
1 0 Manner 
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Manner of his Communications of Himſelf in Grace 
by Chrift, to the Souls of Men in this World, and 
et I believe it. How much more muſt we ſatis 
ourſelves with the Evidence of Faith alone in thoſe 
hi which as yet, are more incomprehenſible. 
And our Adherence to Gop by Love and Delight, 
ſhall always be through Chriſt. For Gop will be 
conceived of to Eternity, according to the Mani- 
feſtation that He hath made of Himſelf in Him. 
This ſhall not be by Faith with Reſpect to the actual 
Exerciſe of the Mediation of Chriſt, as now we 
cleave to Gop; but it ſhall be by all ſatisfyin 
Love to God, as He hath manifeſted himſelf, an 
will manifeſt Himſelf in Chriff. | 


(3. Tax Perſon of Chri/f, and therein bis hu- 
man Nature ſhall be the eternal Obje& of divine 
Glory, Praiſe, and Worſhip. The Life of Glory 
is not a meer State of Contemplation. Viſion is the 
Principle of it, as Faith is of the Life of Grace. 

Love is the great vital Acting of that Principle, in 
Adherence to Gon with eternal Delight. But this 
is active in it alſo. It ſhall be exerciſed in the con- 
tinual Aſcription of Glory, Praiſe, and Honour to 

Gop, and the glorious Exerciſe of all Sorts of 

Grace therein; 33 Lamb, the Perſon of 
Cbriſt is the eternal Object with that of the Father 
and the Spirit; the human Nature in the Son ad- 


Ns ty e the ſame eternal 


* 


— 


OM MUNION 


«3% 


ne Se; fil. Coon a 


* 


& 


# 


ol GunosT. 


* 


oy 


FaTHER, Son, and H 


[ 


"7 
8 _ * 1 

% * * 

* 
; N + 
* 4 
* _s 
FF * 
# — # ED 
oy 
_ 
** 
4 
. 'q 
- * us 
, * * 
4 oy 
4 , 
* 

* * * 
OI 44%; - 

[4 ” 

- 


* 
4 
"6. 4 
a 
*; 
vn, 
9 


n 


« 43 


That 1 7 have nen with 
G0 D. & the Nature of Communion 
in general. ee e e, e 


1 ä 
: | 1 


[+ the firſt Epiſtle of John, Chap. i. Ver. 3 
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he doth with ſuch an. unuſual Kind of Expreſſion 
' 8, bears the Force of an Aﬀſeverayon. 


THE outward Appearances and Condition of 
the Saints in thoſe Days-being very mean and 
cContemptible, their Leaders being accounted as 
the Filth of this World, and as the of ſcouring 
of all Things the inviting others to F cllowſhip 
with them, and a Participation of the precious 
Things which they did enjoy, ſeems to be expoſ- 
ed to many contrary Reaſonings, and ObjeQtions: 
What Benefit is there in Communion with them? 
Is it any Thing elſe but to be Sharers in Troubles, 
Reproaches, all Manner df Evils? To prevent, or 
remove theft and the xe Exceptions, the Apoſtle 
gives them to whom Fe rote to xnqw, and that 
with ſome Earneſtneſs of Expreſſion, that not- 
withſtanding all the Diſadvantages their Fellow- 
ſhip lay under, yet in Truth it was and would be 
found to be, very honourable, glorious, and defir- 
able: For truly ſaith he, our Fellowſhip is with the 
Father, and with hit Sen Jeſus Chriſt. 


Tuts being aſſerted. by the Apoſtle, we maj 
| boldly follow him —_— Affirmation , viz. 
T hat the Saints of Gop have Communion with Hin. 


By Nature, ſince the fee of Sin, no Man 
hath any Communion with Gop. He is Light 
we are Darkneſs, and what "Communion hath 
Light with Darknefs? He is Life, we are dead, 
He is Love, we are Enmity; and what Agtee⸗ 
ment can there be between us? Men in ſuch : 
Condition, having neither Chri/t,, nor Hope, nor 
Gop in the World. Being alienated from the Lift 
of Gop thro the Ignorance that is in them. Now, 
Ie cannot walk together unleſs they. be agreed. 
Whilſt there is this Diſtance between Gop and 


Man, 
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Man, there is no Walking: together: for them in 
any Fellowſhip, or Communion. Our firſt In- 
tereſt in Go p, was ſo loſt by Sin that there was 


left to us (in ourſelves) no Poſſibility of a Reco- 
very. As we had deprived ourſelves of all Power 
for a Return, ſo Gop had not revealed any Way 
of Acceſs unto Himſelf. Not any Work that 
Gop had made, not any Attribute that He had 
revealed, could give the leaſt Light into ſuch a 


Diſpenſation. 1 ; 


2 


Tun Manifeſtation of Grace and pardoning Mer- 
cy, which is the only Door of Entrance into any 
ſuch Communion, is not committed unto any but 
unto Him alone, in whom it is, by whom that 
Grace and Mercy was purchaſed, through whom 
it is diſpenſed, who reveals it from the Boſom 
of the Father. Hence this Communion with 
Gop is not in expreſs Terms mentioned in the 
Old Teſtament. The Thing itſelf is found there; 
but the clear Light of it, and the. Boldneſs of 
Faith in it, is diſcovered in the Goſpel, and by 
the Spirit adminiſtred therein. By that Spirit 


we have this Liberty. Abraham was the Friend . 
of Gor. David a Man after his own Heart. 


Enoch walked with Him. All enjoying this Com- 
munion for the Subſtance of it : But the Way into 
the Holieſt was not yet made manifeſt, whilſt the 
firſt Tabernacle was ſtanding, Heb. ix. 8. Tho” 


they had Communion with Gop, yet they had not 
- 2 Boldneſs and Confidence in that Communion. 


This follows the Entrance of our High- Prieſt into 
the moſt holy Place, Heb.iv. 16-—x. 9. The Vail 
alſo was upon them, that they had' not Freedom 


and Liberty in their Acceſs to GoD, 2 Cor. iii. 15, 


16, Sc. But now in Chrift, we have Boldneſs 
and Acceſs with — to Gop. This Boldneſs 
and Acceſs with 

Vo. XVIII. X 


were 


4 


1 * Con 
tw 
* 
W 
—— — 2 — 2 — — =_ Gert meg} 5 „ — 
4 F - 1 < . 


ence, the Saints of old 


— — —•ẽ—:Tää ä ̃ ]˙ Ä p 22 IEEE . * 1 
- 


254 Of Communion with 


were not acquainted with. By Je Cbriſt alone 
then on all Confiderations, is this Diſtance taken 
away; He hath conſecrated for us a new and living 
l ay (the old bein 2659 ſhut up) through the Vail, 
du. jp to ſay his Bl: , Heb. x. 20. And thro Him 
we have an Acceſs by one Spirit unto the Father, Eph, 
ii. 18. Je who ſometimes vere afar off, are made nigh 
by the Blood of Chriſt, for He is our Peace. Upon 
this new Foundation, by this new and livingWay, 
are Sinners admitted to Communion with Gop, 
And mY for Sinners to have Fellowſhip with the 
infinitely holy Gop, is an AN" Diſpenſa- 
tion. To he" a little of it in general, Commu- 
nion 1 to Things and Perſons. A joint 
Participation in any Thing whatever, Good or 
Evil, Duty or Enjoyment, Nature or Actions, 
gives this Denomination. A common Intereſt in 
9 ſame Nature gives all Men a Fellowſhip or 
Communion therein. Of the Elect it is Had, 
Heb. ii. 14. Theſe Children partook of, or had Fel- 
lowſhip with the reſt of the World, in Fleſh and 
Blood; the ſame common Nature with the reſt 
of Mankind. There is alſo a Communion as to 
State and Condition, whether it be good or evil; 
and this either in Things internal and ſpiritual, 
ſuch as is the Communion of Saints among them- 
ſelves; or in Reſpect of outward Things; fo was 
it with Chr:ff and the two Thieves, as to one 
Condition, Our Communion with Gop is not 
comprized in any of theſe Kinds; of ſome of 
them it is excluſive. . The infinite Diſparity be- 


tween Gop and Man, made the great Philoſo- 


pher conclude, That there could be no Friendſhip 
between them. Some Diſtance in the Perſons 
holding Friendſhip he could allow, but that be- 
tween Gop and Man, in his Apprehenſion left 
no Place for it. Another ſays indeed, That there 


is communitas homini cum * a certain _—_—_ 
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between GOD and Man. But the general Intercourſe 
of Providence is all he apprehended: Some aroſe 
to higher Expreſſions, but they underſtood no- 
thing whereof they ſpake. This Knowledge is 
hid in Chrift. It is too wonderfull for Nature, as 
ſinfull and corrupted. Terror and Apprehenſions 
of Death at the Preſence of Gop, is all that it 

ides unto. But we have, as was ſaid, a new 
Neunes, with a new Diſcovery of this Pri- 
vilege. | 2 

Our Communion with Gos, conſiſteth ut 
his Communication of Himſelf to us, with our 
Return unto Him, of that which He requireth 


and accepteth, flowing from that Union which in 


eſus Chrift we have with Him. And it is two- 

d, (1.) perfect and compleat, in the full Frui- 
tion of his Glory, and total giving up ourſelves 
to Him, reſting in Him as our utmoſt End, which 
we ſhall enjoy, when we ſee Him as He is: 
(2.) initial and incompleat, in the firſt Fruits 
and Dawning of that Perfection, which we have 
here in Grace. TY | 


IT is of that mutual Communication in giving 
and receiving, after a moſt holy and ſpiritual Man- 
ner, which is between Gop and the Saints, 
while they walk together in a Covenant of Peace, 
ratified in the Blood of Feſus, whereof we are to 
treat. And this we ſhall do, if Gop permit: 
In the mean Time, praying the Gop and Father 
of our Lox D Feſus Chriſt, who hath of the 
Riches of his Grace, recovered us from a State 
of Enmity, into a Condition of Communion and 
Fellowſhip with Himſelf, that both he that writes, 
and they that read the Words of this Mercy, 
may have ſuch a Taſte of his Sweetneſs and Ex- 
cellencies therein, as to be ſtirred up to a farther 
| X 2 Long- 
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Longing after the Fulneſs of his wet eek and 
the W of Him in e 


ess 


» 


CHAP. I | 


Thet the $ ents 3 7975 Communion 4 
' tindtly, with the FATHER, SON, and 
" SPIRIT. | 


— 


H AT the Saints have. Communion with 
- Gopb, has been declared. The Manner 
| how this Communion is carried on, and 
the Matter wherein it doth conſiſt, comes next 
under Confideration. For the firſt, in Reſpect 
of the diſtinct Perſons of the Godhead, with 
whom they have this Fellowſhip, it is either di- 
ſtinct and peculiar, or elſe, obtained and exerciſed | 
jointly and common. That the Saints have di- 
ſtint Commnnion with the Father, and the Son, | 
and the Holy Spirit, that is, diſtinctly with the | 
Father, and diſtinctly with the Son, and diſtinct- , 
ly with the Holy Spirit, and in what this diſtinct 
Communion doth conſiſt, muſt i in che el Place 
be made manifeſt. ” 


1 Jos v. 7. The Apoſtle tells. us, T, Take art ; 

_ three that bear Witneſs in Heaven, the Father, tht f 

Mord, and the Spirit. In Heaven they are, and 

* bear Witneſs to us. And what is it that they bear ( 

5 Witneſs to? Unto the Sonſhip of Chri/t, and Sal- 6 
| 4, vation of Believers in: his, Blood. Of the carry 

. 0 on of that, both by Blood and Water, Juſtif: 


cation 


d 
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cation and Sanctification, is He there treating. 
Now how do they bear Witneſs hereto? Even 


as three, as three diſtint Witnefles. When 
Gop witneſſeth concerning our Salvation, ſurely 


it is incumbent on us to receive his "Teſtimony. 


And as He beareth Witneſs, ſo are we to receive 


it. Now this is done diſtinctly. The Father 


beareth Witneſs, the Son beareth Witneſs, and 
the Holy Spirit beareth Witneſs; for they are 
three iſtin&t Witneſſes. So then are we to re- 
ceive their ſeveral Teſtimonies, and in doing fo, 
we have Communion with them ſeverally; for 
in this giving and receiving Teſtimony, conſiſts 


ny, 
no ſmall Part of our Fellowſhip with G05. | 


l 


1 Cor. xii. 4, 5, 6. The Apoſtle ſpeaking of 
the Diſtribution of Gifts and Graces unto the 
Saints, aſcribes them diſtinctly in Reſpect of their 
Communication unto the diſtinct Perſons, There 
are Drverſities of Gifts, but the ſame Spirit. The 
one and ſelf fame Spirit is the Holy Ghoſt, 12. 


And there are 1 of Adminiſtrations, but 
the ſame LoRD, 


e ſame LoxD Teſs v. 3. And 
there are Diverſities of Operations, but it is the ſame 
Gop, c. even the Father, Epbeſ. iv. 6. So- 
Graces and Gifts are beſtowed, and. ſo are they 
received. oe x ed" F 


AnD not only in the Emanation of Grace from 


Gop, and the Hlapſes of the Spirit on us, but 


alſo in all our Approaches to Gop, is the ſame 
Diſtinction obſerved :: For thro? Chriſt we have an 
Acceſs by one Spirit, unto the Father, Eph. ii. 18. 
The Perſons being herein conſider'd, as engaged 
9 in the 1 —— of the Will of: 
ob. * 6 


. * 0 
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SOMETIME indeed there is 4 Mention 
made only of the Father and the Fobn i. 
3. Our Fellowſhip is with the Father _ Jo his 


Son Jeſus Chriſt. The N and is both diſtin- 


uiſhing, and unitin ahn xiv. 23. If 
an love Me, be toi 13 = ords, — my Fa- 
ther will love him, and Me will come unto him, and 
make our Abode with him. It is in this Commu- 


nion, wherein Father and Son do make their A- 


bode with the Soul. 


SOMETIMES the Son * is 8 of, 1 Cor. 
i. 9. Gon is faithfull by whom ye were called unto 
the Fellowſhip of hi * Jeſus Chrit our Lokp. 


And Rev. iii. 20. If any Man hear my Voice and 


[” 


3 in 
God, are all the ſpiritual Actings and Outgoing 
of thei Souls in thoſe Graces and Ways, wherein 
both the moral, and inſtituted Worſhip of GoD 
doth conſiſt. F aith, Love, Truſt, Joy, are the na- 


- open the Door, I will come in to him, ang will ſup 
with him, and he with Me. 


SomrTIMEs the Spirit alone -is mentioned, 2 


Cor. xiii. 14. The Grace of the Lord Jeſus Chr, 
and the Love of Gop, and the Communion of the 
_Holy Gheft be with you all. This diſtinct Com- 
munion then of the Saints with the Father, Son 


and Spirit, is very plain in the Scripture, but yet, 


it may admit of farther Demonſtration. 


Tun bay 1 on the Part of the Saints, 
brift they enjoy Communion with 


tural or moral Worſhip of Gon, whereby thoſe in 
whom they are, have Communion with Him. 


Now theſe are either immediately ated on Gon, 


and not tied to any outward Means, or elſe they 


are drawn forth in ſolemn Prayer and Praife, ac- 


cording to that Way which e hath appointed 


* * P 9 | 
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that which He calls his Honour, Mal. i. 6. 
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That the Scripture doth ene Fan, > all theſe 
unto the Father, Son and Spirit: Manifeſting that 
the Saints do, in all of hs reſpect each Perſon 


reſpeRively, +is that 1 vl e * oy par- 
[ticular In ſtances, 1 5 iy : 


6 77 5 OR the F — * thy 4: Ba Obedience, 


are diſtinctly yielded by the Saints to Him, and 
He is — 4 manifeſted in thoſe Ways as 


acting towards them, which ſhould ſtir them up 
1 8 ö He beareth Witneſs of his Son, 1 John 


This is the Witneſs of 'G oD which He hath 


1 id of his Son.” In bis bearing Witneſs He is 
an Object of Belief. ' When He gives Teſtimony, 
He is to be received in it by Faith. ' And this is 


affirmed, v. 10. He that believeth on the Son of 
Gop, hath the Wi meſs in himſelf." To believe 
on the Son of God in this Place, is to receive the 


Lozp Chrift as the Son, the Son given unto. us 


for all the Ends of the Father's Love, upon the 
Father's Teſtimony: And therefore therein is 
Faith n. acted on the Father. ee "Fs 


Tas like alſo is ſaid of Love, 1 1 John ii. 1 15. 
If any Man love the World, the Love of the Father 
is not in him. That is, the Love which we bear 
to Him, not that which we receive from Him. 


* F 2 is here placed, as the Object of our 


Love, in Oppoſition to the World, which takes 
up our 1 The Father demown the Ob- 
jet, not the efficient Cauſe of the Love! enquir- 
ed after. And this Love of Him as a F eder, is 


* 
F ARTHER, theſe Grace as and in Pants | 

and Praiſe, and as cloathed with inſtituted Wor- 

— are eculiarly directed unto Him. We call 
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For this Cauſe I bow my Knees unte the Father | 
eur Lord Jeſus Chrit, of whom-the whole Fam 
in Heaven and Earth is named. Bowing the Kine, 
comprizeth the whole Worſhip of Gop, both 


that which is moral, and thoſe peculiar Ways of 
Carrying it on, which. are appointed. Iſa. xy, 


23. Unto Me, faith the Lorp, every Knee ſbal 


ers and every Tongue ſhall ſwear. Which, v. 24, 
He declareth to conſiſt in their acknowlede. 
of Him, for Righteouſneſs and Strength. The 

ing of Hi then of the Spirit of Grace in that 

_ are > diſtinAly directed to the Father as ſuch, 

as the Father of our Lorp Feſus Chriſi. And 

therefore the ſame 1 15 d 15 Row. Place, 
expreſsly join, and yet as expreſsly diſtinguiſh 
the Father and the Son in directing his Supplica- 
tions, 1 Theſ}. i iii. 11. Gop Himſelf even our Fa- 
ther, and our Lord Jeſus Chri As our May 
unte you. The like Preſident alſo have you of 

Thankſgiving; Eb. i. 3; 4. Bleſſed be the Father 

of ou Lows and Saviour Jeſus Chrift. I ſhall 

not add thoſe very many Places, wherein the ſe- 
veral Particulars that concur to that whole divine 

Worſhip wherein the Saints do hold Communion 

with Ob; are 3 directed to the Perſon 


* the Father. | 


2. Tr is 0 alſo f in bene to „e 
 xiv- 1; You believe in Gon, ſaith Christ, believe 
5; in Me. Believe alſo, act Faith diſtinctly on 

e; Faith divine, ſupernatural , that Faith 
whereby you believe in Gop, that is, the Father. 
_ Yea, the diſtinct affixing of Faith, Affiance and 
Confidence on the Loxp Jeſus Chri/? the Son of 
Gon, as the Son of Gov, is moft frequently 
porn He that belizveth on Him, is not condemn- 
ed, John iii. 18. He that believeth on the Sit 
Bath eternal Life, v. 36. 9 
, W 


* 


1 


knew that the Son of Man had Power to forgive 
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whole is laid John, v. 23. That all. Mon fbould 
honour the Son, even as they honour the Father; he 
that honoureth not the Son, honoureth not; the Father 
which ſent him. For Love, I ſhall only: add that 
. ſolemn apoſtolical Benediction, Aph. vi. 24. Grace 
le toith all them that love our LoRD Jeſus Chriſt 


in Sincerity, | That is, with divine Love; the 

Love of religious Worſhip; which is the only in- 
£ ” 8 

corrupt Love of the LoxD Tefus. . 2 5 


_ FurTHER |} that Faith,” Hope and Love, in 
all Manner of Obedience and appointed Worſhip, 
are peculiarly due from the Saints, and diſtinctly 
directed unto the Son, is abundantly manifeſted from 
that folemn Doxology, Rev. i. 5, 6. Unto Him 
that loved us and waſhed us from our Sins in his 
own Blood, and hath made us Kings and Prieſts 
unto. Gop and his Father, to Him be Glory and Do- 
minion forever, and ever, Amen. Which yet is 
ſet forth with more Glory, Chap. v. ver. 8. The 


four living Creatures, and the four and twenty EI- 


ders fell dotun before the Lamb, having every one of 
them Harps, and golden Viali full of 8 which 


are the Prayers of Saints: And v. 13, 14. Every 


Creature which is in Heaven, and on Earth,” and 
under the Earth, aud ſuch as are in the Sea, and 
all that are in them, heard I ſaying, Bleſſing, Ho- 
nour, Glory, and Power, be unto Him that ſitteth 
on the Throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever. 
The Father and the Son, He that fits upon the 
Throne, and the Lamb, are held out jointly, 
7 diſtinctly as the adequate Object of all divine 

orſhip and Honour, for ever and ever. And 
therefore Stephen in his ſolemn dying Invocation, 
fixeth his Faith and Hope diſtinctly on Him, Ad: 
vii. 59, 60. Lonxp Jeſus receive my Spirit, and 
Lok p, lay not this. Sin to their Charge! - for he 


ins 
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Sins alſo. And this Worſhip of the Lox Feſur, 
the Apoſtle makes the diſcriminating Character 
of the Saints, 1 Cor. i. 2. Mtb all (faith he) that 
in every Place call upon the Name of Jeſus Chriſt 
our LoRD, both theirs and ours; that is, with all 
the Saints of Gop. And Invocation generally 
comprizes the whole Worſhip of Gop. This 


then is the Due of our Mediator, as Gop, as 


the Son. 


Favs alfoit is in Reference to the Holy Spirit. 
The great Sin of Unbelief is till deſcribed as an 
Oppoſition to, and a reſiſting of that Holy Spirit. 
And you have diſtinct Mention of the Love of 
the Spirit, Rom. xv. 13. The Apoſtle alſo pe- 
culiarly directs his Supplication to Him in that 
folemn Benediction, 2 Cor. xiii. 14. De Grace of 
our Loxp Jeſus Chriſt, the Love of Gop, and tl 


Communion of the Holy Spirit be with you. All 


ſuch Benedictions are originally Supplications. 

He is likewiſe entitled unto all inſtituted Worſhip, 

from the Appointment of the Adminiftration of 
Baptiſm in his Name, Matt. xxviii. 18. . 


Now of the Things which have been deliver d, 


this is the Sum. There is no Grace of pr Ayer 
Souls go forth unto Gop, no Act of divine Wor- 
ſhip yielded unto Him, no Duty or Obedience 

rformed, but they are diſtinctly directed unto 

ather, Son, and Spirit. But by theſe and ſuch 
Ways as theſe, do we hold Communion with 
Gop: And therefore we have that Communion 


Tuts alſo may farther appear, if we conſider 
how diſtinctly the Perſons of the Deity are reveal- 
ed to act in the Communication of thoſe good 


Things, wherein the Saints have Communion with 


Gov. 
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Gop. As all the ſpiritual Aſcendings of their Souls, 


are aſſigned unto them reſpectively, ſo all the 
internal Communications of Gop to them, are 
held out in ſuch a Diſtribution, as points at di- 
ſtinct Fountains. Now this is declared Two 
Ways. | 


_ (1. WHEN. the ſame; Thing, is at the ſame 
Time, [aſcribed jointly, and yet diſtin&ly to all 
the Perſons in the Deity. So are Grace and 
Peace, Rev. i. 4, 5. Grace be unto you, and Peace 
from Him, which is, and which was, and which is 
to come, and from the ſeven Spirits which are be- 
fore his Throne, and from Jefus Chriſt, who is the 
faithful Witneſs. The ſeven Spirits before the 
Throne are the Holy Spirit of GoD, confi- 
dered as the Fountain of every perfect Gift and 
Diſpenſation. All are here joined together, and 
yet all mentioned as diftinguiſh'd in their Com- 
munication of Grace and Peace unto the Saints. 


(2.) Wren the fame Thing is attributed ſeve- 
rally unto. each Perſon. There is indeed no gra- 
cious Influence from above of Light, Life, Love 
or Grace upon our Hearts, but proceedeth in 
ſuch a Diſpenfation. I ſhall give only one In- 
ſtance, which is very comprehenſive; and this 
is Teaching. The Teaching of Gor, is the 
real Communication of every particular Emana- 
tion from Himſelf unto the Saints. That Promiſe, 
They ſhall be all taught of Gop, enwraps in itſelf 
the whole Myſtery of Grace, as to its actual Diſ- 
penſation unto us, ſo far as we may be made real 


Poſſeſſors of it. Now this is aſſigned, 


[1.] Uz To: the Father. The Accompliſh- | 
ment of that Promiſe is peculiarly referred to 
Him. Jobm vi. 45. It is witten in the Prophets, 

ri nd 
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And they ſhall be all taught of GOD. Every Max 
therefore who hath beard and learned of the Father, 
cometh unto Me. This Teaching whereby we are 
tranſlated from Death unto Life, brought unto 
brit, unto a Participation of Life and Love in 
Him, it is of, and from the Father: Him we hear, 
of Him we learn, by Him we are brought unto 
Union and Communion with the Lord Feſis. 
This is his drawing us, his begetting us anew 
of his own Will, by his own Spirit. In which 
Work He employs the Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
Ads xxvi. 18, ee. 25 


[2.] Uxro the Son. The Father proclaims 
Him from Heaven to be the great Teacher, in 
that ſolemn Charge to hear Him, which came 
once again from the excellent Glory, This is ny 
beloved Son, hear Him. The whole of his Prophe- 
tical, and no ſmall Part of his Kingly Office con- 
ſiſts in this Teaching. Herein is He ſaid to draw 
Men unto Him, as the Father is ſaid to do in 
his Teaching; 2 Xii. 32. which He doth with 
ſuch Effica at the Dead hear his Voice and 
live. The 


* 
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badeth in you, and you need not that any Man teach 
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ui lis as the ſame Anointing teacheth you all Things 
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and i Truth, and is no Lie; and even as it hath 
| taught you, ye ſhall abide in Him, 1 John ii. 27. 
mat e Unction which is Truth itſelf, is 
; only the Holy pirit of Gop, ſo that He teach- 
1 
3 
) 


eth alſo; being given unto us, that we may know * 
the Things that are freely given to us of GOD, 
1 Cor. ii. 15. | | | Hs 


, IT remaineth only to intimate wherein this Di- 
| I fiinRtion lies, and is the Ground thereof. Now 
this is, that the Father doth it by the Way of 
original Authority; the Son by the Way of com- 
municating from a purchaſed Treaſury ; the 
Holy Spirit by the Way of immediate Efficacy. 


1.) Tux Father communicateth all Grace by 
the Way of original Authority. He guickeneth 
whom Fle will, John v. 21. Of his own Will, 
degat He us, Jam. i. 18. 1 Power is 
in Reſpect of original Authority inveſted in the 
Father by the Way of Eminency; and therefore 
in ſending the quickening Spirit, Chriſt is ſaid to 
do it from the Father, or the Father Himſelf to 
do it. But the Comforter, the Holy Spirit whom © 
. the Father will ſend, John xiv. 26. But when the 
. 8 Comforter is come, whom I will ſend from the Father, 

. 1 26. Though He be always ſaid to ſend 
elf on another Account, Fobn xvi. 7. 
- 2.) Tux Son by the Way of taking out a pur- 
„ chaſed Treaſury. Of his Fulneſs do we all receive, 
and Grace for Grace, John i. 16. And whence is _ 
this Fulneſs? It pleaſed the Father that in Him all 
Fulneſs ſhould dwell, Col. i. 19. And upon what 
Account He hath the Diſpenſation of that Fulneſs 
| to Him committed, you may ſee, Phil. ii. 8, , 
+ 1, 11. When thou hat make his Soul an Offering 


— 
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for Sin, He fhall prolong his Days, and the Plea- 
5 Vol. XVIII. "oe of Y N 


ſure 
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ſure of the Lon p ſhall. proſper. in his Maw. H. 
Hall ſee 2 Travail of his Soul and be ſatisfied, 
by. his Knowledge. ſhall my righteous Servant juſtify 
many, for He ſha Hall bear 92 — Iſa. iii. 10, 11. 

And with this Fulneſs He hath alſo Authority for 


the Communication of it, John v. 25, 26. Mat, 


XXvili. 18. 


3.) Tux Spirit doch it by the, Way of imme- 


dine Efficacy, Rom. vill. 11. But i mw writ of 
Him that raiſed up. Jeſus from. the ell in 


van He that raiſed up eh from the rar ſhall. 


alſs quicken your mortal Bodies by. his Spirit that 


awelleth in you, Here are all three comprized, 


with their diſtinct Concurrence unto our quicken- 


ing. Here is the Father's. authoratative-Quicken- 


ing, He raiſed Chriſt om the Dead, and He ſhall 


quicken you: And the Son's mediatpry Quickening. 
tor it is done in the Death of Chriſt: And the Spi- 
rit's immediate Efficacy, He Gall do ps ** 
rit that dwelleth in you. | 


essa 


CHAP. II. 


07 the diſti 1 Communis on whi < Belier- 


ers have with the Father. 


. munion din Reſped of the Father, Son, and 
Spirit; it remains that it be farther cleared 
wherein the Saints peculiarly hold this Commu- 

nion with the ſeveral — a+ Bang Which alſo I ſhall 
do after, the premiſing ſome. Obſervations,. ne- 
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1, eeſſary to be previouſly conſider d. And they are 
4 I theſe that follow. | | 


1. Wren I aſſign any Thing as peculiar, 
wherein we diſtinctly hold Communion with 
any Perſon, I do not exclude the other Perſons 
from Communion with the Soul in the very 
ſame Thing. Only this I ſay, principally, im- 
mediately and by the Way of Eminency, we 
have ſuch a Communion with ſome one Perſon ; 
and therein with the others, ſecondarily and by 
Way of Conſequence on that Foundation. 


2. TrxrE is a 'Concurrence of the Operations 
of the whole Deity in that Diſpenſation, wherein 
each Perſon concurs to the Work of our Salva-- 
tion, unto every Act of our Communion with 
each Perſon. Look by what Act ſoever, we hold 
Communion with any Perſon, there is an Influ- 
ence from every Perſon to the putting forth of 
that Act. As ſuppoſe it to be the Act of Faith. 
It is beſtowed on us by the Father: If is not of 
ourſelves, it is the Gift of GopD, Eph. ii. 8. It is 
1 Father that revealeth the Goſpel, and Cbriſt 
therein, Matt. xi. 25. And it is purchaſed for 

us by the Son: It is given unte you Chriſt's 

Sake to believe on Him, Phil. i. 29. In Him are 

we bleſſed with ſpiritual Bleſſings, Eph. i. 3. He 
beſtows on us, and increaſeth Faith in us, Luke 
f xvii. 5, And it is wrought in us by the Spirit : 
He adminifters that exceeding Greatneſs of his 
Power which He exerciſeth towards them that 
believe, according to the Working of his mighty 
Power; which He wrought in Chriſt, when Hy 
raiſed Him up from the Dead, Eph. i. 19, 20. 
Rom, viii. IT. | | 
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3. Wren I aſſign any particular Thing where- 
in we hold Communion with any Perſon, I do 
not do it excluſively unto other Mediums of Com- 


munion; but only by the Way of l a ſpe- 


cial, and eminent Inſtance, for the Manifeſtation 
of the former general Aſſertion: Otherwiſe there 
is no Grace, or Duty wherein we have not Com- 
munion with Gop in the Way deſcribed. In 
23 Thing wherein we are made Partakers of 
the Divine Nature, there is a Communication be- 


tween Gop and us. So near are we unto Him 


Tus Obſervations premiſed, I come now 
to declare what it is, wherein peculiarly the Saints 
have Communion with the Father: And this is 
Love. Free, undeſerved and eternal Love. This 
the Father peculiarly fixes upon the Saints: This 
they are immediately to eye in Him, to receive 


of Him, and to make ſuch Returns thereof, as 


He is delighted with. This is the great Diſco- 
very of the Goſpel. For whereas the Father as 
the Fountain of the Deity, is not known any 
other Way but as full of Indignation againſt Sin, 
nor can the Sons of Men have any other Thoughts 
of Him. Here He is now revealed peculiarly as 
Love, the Manifeſtation whereof-is the peculiar 
Work of the Goſpel, Titus iii. 4. 


(1.) 1 Jon iv. 8. Gone Loe. That the 


Name of God is here taken perſonally, and for 
the Perſon of the Father, not eſſential) is evi- 
dent from v. 9. where he is diſtinguiſhed from 
bis only begotten Son whom He ſends into the 
World. Now, ſaith He, the Father is Love, 
that is, not only of an infinitely gracious and lov- 
ing Nature, but alſo one that eminently and pe- 
ald diſpenſeth Himſelf unto us in free . 
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The Apoſtle ſets it forth in the following Verſes; 


this is Love, v. 9. This is that which I would 
have you take Notice of in Him, that He makes 
out Love 3 in ſending his only begotten 
Son into the World, that we might live through 
Him. So alſo, v. 10. He loved us and ſent his 
Son to be the Prapitiation for our Sins. And that 
this is peculiarly to be eyed in Him, the Holy 
Ghoſt plainly ; TA, in making it antecedent 
to the Ending of Chriſt, and all Mercies and Be- 
nefits by Him received. This Love, I fay, is 
antecedent to the Purchaſe of Chriſt, although 
the whole Fruit thereof be made ours thereby. 


62. ) So in that Diſtribution made by the Apo- 
ſtle in his ſolemn _ Benediction, 2 Cor. 


xiii. — The Grace ORD. Jeſus Chriſt, the 
Leue of Gon, and t Fellowſh wie ah Grind the Holy Ghoſt, 
be with you. Aſcribing ſundry to the di- 


ſtin& Perſons, it is Love chat He — aſ · 
ſigns to the Father. And the Fellowſhip of the 
Spirit is mentioned with the Grace of Chri/t, and 
the Love of Gop, becauſe it is by the Spirit alone 
that we have Fellowſhip with Chrift in Graces. 
and with the Father in Love. 


8963. ) Jon xvi. 26, 27. Saith our Saviour, 7 ops 
wt unto you, that I will pray the Father for you; 
the Father Himſe loveth you: But how is this, t at 
our Saviour fait 1 foy not por PF will pray the - 
Father for you, when faith pl „ch. xvi. 16. 
T1 will pray the Father for * he Diſciples, 
with all the gracious Words of their Maſter, were 
fully convinced of his tender Affection; as alſo, 


that He would not forget them, when bodily He 


was gone from them; but now all their Thoughts 

are concerning the Father, what Reſpect He had 

towards them. Saich our Saviour, take no Care 
* * of 
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of that, nay, impoſe not upon Me, of procuring 
the Father's Love for you, but know that this is 
his peculiar Reſpect towards you, He Himſelf 
| beves you. It is true indeed (and I told yon) that 
F twill pray the Father to ſend you the Spirit, the 
Comforter, and with Him all the gracious Fruits 
of his Love; but yet in the Point of Love itſelf, 
there is no Need of any Interceſſion for that, for 
the Father Himſelf loves you; reſolve of that, 
that you may be no more troubled about it. 


(A.) Nay, whereas there is a T wofold Divine 
Love, a Love of good Pleaſure, and a Love of 
Friendſhip and Approbation, they are both pecu- 
ary aſſigned to the Father in an eminent Manner. 


1 Jon iii. 16. Gop ſ loved the World, that He 
ſent, &c. that is, with the Love of his Purpoſe, 
and good Pleaſure, his determinate Will of doing 
Good. This is diſtinctly aſcribed to Him, being 
laid down as the Cauſe of ſending his Son. 80 
Rem. ix. II, 12. Eph. i. 4, 5. 2 Theſſ. ii. 13, 
14. 1 John iv. 8, 9. | | 


2 Jon xiv. 2 there is Mention of that other 
Kind of Love whereof we ſpeak. If any Man 


love Me, ſaith Chriſt, be will keep my Mords; and 
my Father will love tim, and Me will come unto 
him, and make our Abode with him, The Love of 


Friendſhip and Approbation, is here eminently 


aſcribed to Him; ſays Chri/t, Me will come, even 
Father and Son to ſuch. a one, and dwell with 


him, that is, by the Spirit; but yet He would 


have us take Notice, that in' Point of Love, the 
Father hath a peculiar Prerogative: Ady Father 


will love Him. 


- 


in Him, ſo it is the Fountain of all follow- 


2 (s) Yea, and as this Love is peculiarly to-be 
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ing gracious Diſpenſations. Thus the Apoſtle 
ſets it out, Titus iii. 4. After that the Kindnef and 
Love of GoD our Saviour toward Man appeared. 
It is of the Father of whom he ſpeaks ; for, ver. 6. 
he tells us, that he ſheds that Love upon us abundant- 
hl, * Jeſus Chriſt r Saviour. And this Love 
He makes the Hinge, upon which the great Alte- 
ration of the Saints doth turn: For, ſaith He, 
ver. 3. Mie ourſelves alſo were ſometimes fooliſh, diſ- 
obedient, deceived, oo ing diverſe Luſis and Plea- 
ſures, living in lice, and . and 
hating one another. All out of nder, and vile, 
whence then is our Recovery? The whole Riſe of 
it is from this Love of Gop, flowing out by the 
Ways there deſcribed. For when the Kindneſs and 
Love of Gop appeared, that is, in the Fruits of it, 
then did this Alteration enſue. To ſecure us hereof, 
there is not any Thing that hath a loving and ten- 
der Nature, whick GoD hath not compared Him- 
ſelf to. 


I SHALL not need to add wy more Proofs; this 
is that which is demonſtrated. There is Love'i in 
the Perſon of the Father peculiarly to the Saints, 
wherein He doth hold Communion with them. 


Now to compleat Communion with the Father 
in Love, two Things are required of Believers. - 


(i.) Tnar they receive it of Him. 
6 Twas they make ſuitable Return to Him. - | 


= 1.) Tur they receive it. Communior cows 

liſts in giving and receiving. Until the Love of 

the Father be received, we have no Communion 

with Him therein. How then is this Love of the 

* to be received, ſo as to hold W 
W 
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it, is the believing it. 


It. is true, there is not an immediate Acting of 
Faith upon the Father, but by the Son. He is the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life, no Man cometh uniq 
the Father but by Him, John xiv. 6. He is the mer- 
 Ciful High-Prieft over the Houſe of Gop, by whom 
we have Acceſs to the Throne of Grace. But when 
through Chr:i/t we have an Acceſs unto the Father, 
we then behold his Glory alſo, and fee his Love. 
We are then to eye it, to believe, to receive it, as 
in Him; the Iſſues and Fruits thereof, being thro 
Cbri alone. Though there be no Light for us, 
but in the Beams, yet we may by the Beams ſee the 
Sun, which is the Fountain of it. Though all our 
Refreſhment actually lye in the Streams, yet by 

them we are led up to the Fountain. Would Be- 
hevers exerciſe themſelves herein, they would find 
it a Matter of no ſmall ſpiritual Improvement in 
their walking with Gop. 


Mary dark and diſturbing Thoughts are apt to 


ariſe in this Thing. Few can carry up their Hearts 
to this Heighth to reſt their Souls in the Love of 
the Father; they live below it, in the troubleſome 
Region of Hopes and Fears, Storms, and Clouds. 
All here is ſerene and quiet. But how. to at- 
tain to this they know not. This is the Will of 
Gop, that He may be always eyed as benign, kind, 
tender, loving; and that peculiarly as the Father, 
as the great Fountain of all gracious Communica- 
tions. This is that which Chriſ came to reveal, 
even Gon as a Father, John i. 18. That Name 
which He declares to thoſe who are given Him 
out of the World, John xvii. 6. And this is that 
which He effectually leads us to by Himſelf, as He 
is the only Way of going to Gop as a Father, Join 

th Xiv, 


with Him? I anfwer, by Faith. The receiving of 
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xiv. 5, 6. that is, as Love. And by doing ſo He 
gives us the Reſt which He promiſeth : For the 
1 of the Father is the only Reſt of the Soul. It 
is true, we do not this in the firſt Inſtant of believ- 
ing. We believe in Gop through Chriſt, 1 Pet. i. 
21. Faith ſeeks out Reſt for the Soul. This is pre- 
ſented to it/ by 9 the Mediator, as the only 
procuring Cauſe. Here it abides not, but by Cbriſt 
it hath an Acceſs to the Father, Ephe/. ii. 18. into 
his Love, finds out, that He is Love, as having a 
Deſign of Love towards us, all Cauſe of Anger 
being taken away. The Soul being thus by Faith 
through Chriſt, and by Him brought into the Bo- 
ſom of God, into a ſpiritual Perception and Senſe 
of his Love, there repoſes itſelf. And this-is the 
firſt Thing the Saints do, in their Communion 
with the Father. | | 


n 22 9 ad of * 


(2.) For that ſuitable return which is required, 
this alſo chiefly conſiſteth in Love. Gop loves, 
that He may be beloved. When He comes to com- 
| mand the return of his Love, He ſays,” My Son, 
o give me thy Heart. This is the return that He de- 
6 mandeth. When the Soul ſees Gop in his Diſpen- 
of = tion of Love, to be infinitely lovelys and loving, 
ne [<5 upon, and delights, in Him as ſuch, then hath 
1 it Communion with Him in Love. This is Love, 
1 
of 
id, 


t 


that Go p loves us firſt, and then we love Him 
again. 3 | ? | - * 5 a 
Tua r this Communion wich the Father in love 
a. may be made the more clear, I ſhall ſhew two 
= I Things. r 


im I.] WHEREIN this Love of Gop to us, and 
hat our Love to Him agree. F 
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[a.] WHEREIN they differ. 


2 [led Tun agree in two Things. 


F 1.) THAT 192 are each a Love of Reſt and 
Complacency. 


(1. Tun Love of Gon is ſo, Zeph. iii. 17. The 
Lord % Gop iu the  Midft of thee is mighty : - 
will ſave, He will rejoice over thee with Foy, He 
will re/? in his Lane, He will Foy ouer thee with 
ſinging. Both theſe Things are here aſſigned unto 
Gop in his Love; Reſt and Delight. 
with ſinging, as one that is fully fatisfied in that 
hath fixed his Love on. we. 2 two 
Words uſed to expreſs the Delight and 
Gop hath in his Love; ww? and bw. 
denotes the inward Affection; and to ſet out the 
Intenſeneſs hereof, it is ſaid, He ſhall do it nmAaYCA 
| 8 to have Joy — Heart in Gladneſs is 

the high Expreſſion of Delight in Love: The 

ord denotes the outward Demonſtrations 

= yaa ſeems to be formed of it. It is to 
exult in outward Demonſtration of internal Delight 
and Joy. To leap as Men overcome with ſome joy- 
ful Surprifal And therefor: God is ſaid to do this 
M72, with a joyful Sond, or Singing: To rejoyce 
with Gladneſs of Heart, to exult with Singing 
Ale. the * * and Complacency * 


2.) The Return that the Saints make to Tin, 
holds ſome Analogy with his Love in this ; for 6 
is a Love alſo of Reſt and Deli Return to thy 
Ne, © my Soul, ſays David, Pal cxvi. 7. He 
makes GO p his Reſt; that-in, he in whom bis 
Soul doth reſt, without ſeekin 5 further for a more 


deſitable Object: lem have 


refoyeeth 


faith He, in He-. 
den 
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ven but Thee, and there is none upon Barth that I 


deſire befides Thee, Pal. Ixxiii. a6. Thus the och 


in itſelf from all its Wandrings, from all 
other Beloveds to reſt in Gop alone, to ſatiate and 
content himſelf in Him, chooſing the Father for 
his preſent and eternal Reſt. And this alſo with De- 
light. Ty Loving-kindneſs, ſaith the P/almift, it 
better than Life, tf therefore will I praiſe Thee, Pſal. 
Kili. 3. Than Life, NM before lives. I will not 
deny, but Life in a ſingle Conſideration ſometimes 
is ſo expreſſed: But always:emphatically ; ſo · that 
the whole Life, with all the Concernments of it, 
are thereby intended. Suppoſing himſelf in the! 
Jaws of Death rolling into the Grave, thro” innu- 
merable Troubles, yet he found) more Sweetneſs in 


Gon, than in a long 2 _— en ee ; 


nave eee 


25 Tus nde er Gon Goes 
9 this, that the Way of communicating the 
ruits of theſe Loves, is only in Chriſti. The Fa- 
ther-communicates no Love to us but thro? Carift - 
And we male no return of Love to Him but thro 
Chriſt : He is the Treaſure wherein the Father dis- 
poſeth all the Riches of his Grace; and He i — the 
Prieſt, into vhoſe Hand we put all the Offer ings, 
that we return unto the Father. £ 


(7; Tun Esther loves us; nnd blefſth us ; (wad 
all ſpiritual Ble 
Epheſ. i. 3, 4. From this Love, He ſheds, or pours 
out the _ Spirit richly upon us, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Savoury Titus iii. 6. In the ing 
out of his Love, there is not one Drop falls beſides 
the Loup Chr. The holy anointing Oyl, was” 
all poured on the Head of Aaron, Pſal. cxxxiii.- 2. 
and thence went down to the Skirts of his Cloak. 
ing. Love is firſt poured out on Chrift ; and from 
Hun it drops as the Dew of Hermon upon the Sou's 
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of his Saints. the Love of the Father's 
. Pleaſure, — its Foundation in his meer 
et its Accompliſhment is only in Chriſt. 


1 | All the Fruits of it are firſt given to Him; and it 


is in Him only that they are deſpenſed to us. 80 
that tho the Saints ſee an infinite Ocean of Love 
in the Boſom of the Father, yet they are not to look 
for one * from _ but what comes N 


Chrift.. 


* Gon Retutaware al in Him; and by Him 
alſo. And well it is with us, that it is fo. What 
lame and blind Sacrifices ſhould we otherwife pre- 
ſent to Gop? He bears the Iniquities of our Of- 
— re He adds Incenſe unto our Prayers. 

is fixed on the Father, but it is conveyed 
to Him through the Son of his Love. __ is the 


N 
between that mutual 
Saints. 


112 Tims RE are kundry Things wherein they 


ve of the Father, and the 


(.) Tax Love of Gon is a Love of Bounty, 
our Love to Him is a Love of Duty.” 


1. ) Taz Love of the Father is a Love of Boun- 


ty, a deſcending Love. Such a Love as carries Him 


out to do good Things to us, great Things for us. 


His love lies at the Bottom of all Diſpenſations to- 
wards us: And we ſcarce any where find any Men- 
tion of it, but it is held out as the Cauſe and Foun- 
tain of ſome free Gift, flowing from it. He loves 


* us 


there is — Reſemblance 
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us and ſends his Son to die for us; He loves us, 
and bleſſeth us with all ſpiritual Bleſſings. He loves 
us and chaſtiſeth us. A Love like that of the Hea- 
vens to the Earth, when being full of Rain, they 
pour forth Showers to make it fruitful; as the Sea, 
communicates his Waters to the Rivers by the Way 
of Bounty out of his own Fulneſs ; they return unto 
it only what they receive from it. abe 
2.) Oux Love unto Gop is a Takes of bir PF 
The Love of a Child. His Love deſcends upon us. 
in Bounty and Fruitfulneſs; our Love aſcends unto 
Him in Duey and Thankfulneſs: He adds to us by 
his Love, we 23 to Him by ours. It is indeed 
made up of theſe four Things. 1. Reſt, 2. Delight, 
& Reverence, 4. Obedience. By theſe do we hold | 
-ommunion with the Father in his Love. « 


(2) Tazy differ in this, the Love of the Father 
to us is an antecedent Love, © our * to Him is a 
conſequent Love. | | * Ms 2} OD 


1.) Tux Love of the Father to us is an antece- 
dent Love, and that in two Reſpects. 


(1. It is antecedent i in Reſpect of our Love, I 7555 
iv. 10. Herein 5s Love, not that wwe leved Gop, but 
that He loved us firſt. His Love goes before ours. 
The Father loves the Child, 4 the Child knows 
not the Father; much leſs loves him. Yea we are 
dy Nature, Rom. i. 30. Haters of Gon. He is in 
his own Nature, a Lever of Men; and ſurely all 
_— * between Him and us, muſt begin on 

an 


(2. In Reſpedt o of all other Cauſes of Love what- 
ever, It not only before our Love, but alfo 
Vor. XVIII. Z any 
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any Thing in us that is lovely. Rem. v. 8. Gon 
commendeth his Love towards us, in that whilſt we 
were yet Sinners, Chriſt died for us, Not only his 
Love, but the eminent Fruit thereof, is made out 
towards us, as Sinners. The very mention of that 
removes all Cauſes, all moving Occaſions of Love 
whatever. Yet as ſuch, have we the Commenda- 
tion of the Father's Love unto us, by a moſt ſignal 
Teſtimony. Not only when we have done no Good, 
-but when we are in our Blood, doth he love us. 
Not becauſe we are better than others ; but becauſe 
Himſelf is infinitely good. 185 


2.) Oux Love is conſequential in both theſe Re- 
a (1. In Reſpect of the Love of Gop. Never did 


Creature turn his Affections towards Gop, if the 
Heart of Gon were not firſt ſet upon him. 


(2. In Reſpect of ſufficient Cauſes of Love. Gov 
muſt be revealed unto us as lovely and deſirable, as 
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a ſuitable Object to the Soul to ſet up its Reſt 
upon, before we can bear any Love unto Him. 
The Saints in this Senſe do not love Gop for no- 
thing, but for that Excellency, Lovelineſs, and 
Deſirableneſs that is in Him. | | 
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CHAT: IV, 


Inferences from the former Dodtrine. 


Communion which we have with the Fa- 
er, it remaineth that we give ſome Exhortations 
to it, and Directions in it. 


| T AVING thus de the Nature of tae 


1. FixsT, Then, this is a Duty wherein Chri- 
/tians are but little exerciſed, namely, in holding 
Communion with the Father in Love. Unac- 
quaintedneſs with our Mercies, our Privileges, is 
our Sin, as well as our Trouble. We hearken not 
to the Voice of the Spirit, which is given us, that 
we may know the Things that are freely beſtowed 
on us of Gop. This makes us go heavily, when 
we might rejoyce; and to be weak, where we 
might be ſtrong in the Lok D. How few of the 
Saints are experimentally acquainted with this Pri- 
vilege ! Let us then, | 


(T.) Ev the Father as Love; Look on Him 
as one moſt kind and tender. Let us look on 
Him by Faith, as one that hath had Thoughts of 
Kindneſs towards us from everlaſting. It is a Miſ- 
apprehenſion of Go p, that makes any run from 
Him, who have the leaſt Breathing wrought in 
them after. Him. They that know Thee will put 
their Truſt in Thee. Man cannot abide with Gop 
in ſpiritual Meditations. He loſeth Souls Company 
f. . 2 2 | by. 
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by their Want of this inſight into his Love. They 
fix their Thoughts only on his terrible - Majeſty, 


and fo their Spirits are not endeared. Ouid | 


a Soul continually eye his Tenderneſs and Com- 
paſſion, his Thoughts of Kindneſs that have been 
from of old, it ould not bear an Hour's Abſence from 


Him ; whereas now perhaps, it cannot watch with 
Him one Hour. Let then this. be the Saints firſt 


Notion of the Father, as one full of free Love to- 


wards them: Let their Hearts and Thoughts be 
filled with breaking through all Diſcouragements 
that Jye in the Way. To raiſe them hereunto, let 


1. Wos Love it is? It is the Love of Him 
who is in Himſelf All- ſufficient, infinitely ſatiated 
with Himſelf and his own glorious Excellencies. 
"Who hath no need to go forth with his Love unto 
others, nor to ſeek an Object of it without Him- 
ſelf. There might be Reſt with Delight and Com- 
placency to Eternity. He had his Son alſo, his eter 
nal Wiſdom to rejoyce and delight Himſelf in from 
all Eternity, Prov. viii. 30. This might take up 
and ſatiate the whole Delight of the Father: But 
He will love his Saints alſo. And it is a Love, 
wherein He ſeeks not his own Satisfaction only, 
but our Good alſo. The Love of a Gop, the 
Love of a Father, whoſe proper Outgoings are 
Kindneſs and Bounty. : 4; 6h 


I.) Wnar Kind of Love it is? And it is, 


— 


1.) ETERNAL. It was fixed on us before the 
Foundation of the World, before we were, or had 
done the leaſt Good; then were his Thoughts 
upon us, then was his Delight in us. It was from 
Eternity that He laid in his own Boſom a Deſign 
* | 8 | 5 
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to make our Happineſs. The very Thoughts of 


this, i5 enough to make all that is within us like 
the Babe in the Womb of Elizabeth, to leap for 
Joy. A Senſe of it cannot but proſtrate our Souls 
to the loweſt Abaſement of an humble, holy, Re- 
verence, and make us rejoyce before Him with 


trembling. | 


2.) FREE. He loves us becauſe He will; there 
was, there is nothing in us, for which we ſhould 
be beloved. Did we deſerve his Love, it muſt go 
leſs in its Valuation. Things of due Debt are ſel- 
dom the Matter of Thankfulneſs; but this is meer- 
ly of Grace. | | 


Ler, I fay, the Soul frequently eye the Love of 
the Father, and that under theſe Conſiderations. 


(24) So eye it, as to receive it; unleſs this be 
added, all is in vain as to any Communion with 
Gop. We do not hold Communion with Him in 
any Thing, until it be received by Faith. This 
then is that which I would provoke the Saints to, 
even to believe this Love of Gop for themſelves ; 
believe that ſuch is the Heart of the Father towards 
them, accept of his Witneſs herein. His Love is 
not ours until it be ſo received. Continually then 
exerciſe Faith on Gop, as Love to thee, as em- 
bracing thee with free Love. 1 
(3.) Ler it have its proper Efficacy upon th 
Heart, in Returns of —— i, Him i Mo 50 mall 
we walk in the Light of Gop's Countenance, and 


hold holy Communion with our Father all the Day 


long. Let us not deal unkindly with Him, and re- 
turn Him Slighting for his Good-will. Let there not 
be ſuch an Heart in us, as to deal ſo unthankfully 
with our Gop. 


Z 3 Now 
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No to further us in this Duty, and conſtant 
Practice of it, I ſhall add one or two Conſidera- 


I.) Ir is exceeding acceptable to God even our 
Father, that we ſhould thus hold Communion with 
Him in his Love; that He may be received into 
our Souls, as one full of Loye, Tenderneſs, and 
Kindneſs towards us. Fleſh and Blood is apt to 
have hard Thoughts of Him; to think He is al- 
ways angry, yea implacable: That is not for poor 
"Creatures to draw nigh to Him, that nothing in 
the World is more deſirable than never to come 
into his Preſence. I knew: thou waſt an-auftere Man, 
_ faith the evil Servant in the Goſpel. Now there is 
not any Thing more grievous to the Loxp, than 
ſuch Thoughts as theſe. It is exceeding grievons 
tothe Spirit of Gop, to be ſo ſlandered by thoſeHe 
-dearly loves. How doth He expoſtulate this with 
Sion What Iniquity have you ſeen in me; faith He, 
baue I been a Wilderneſs unto you, or a Land if 
Darkneſs ? Sion hath ſaid, the Es hath forgot- 
ten me, and ny Gop hath forſaken me. The Lord 
hath taken nothing worſe at the Hands of his, than 
ſuch hard Thoughts of Him, knowing full well 
what Fruit this bitter Root is like to bear; what 
Alienation of Heart, what Drawings back, what 
Unbelief? How ynwilling is a Child to come into 
the Preſence. of an angry Father ? Conſider then 
this in the firſt Place. Receiving of the Father 
He holds out Love to the Soul, is exceeding ac- 

2. Tm1s will be exceeding effectual to endea 
thy Soul unto Gop, to cauſe thee to delight in 


Him, and to make thy Abgdegvith Him. Man) 


#* 
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it than that their Hearts do not conſtantly delight in 
a- Gow; that there is ſtill an Indiſpoſedneſs of Spi - 

rit to cloſe walking with Him. What is at the- 
Bottom of this Diſtemper? It is their Unſkilful- 
ur "neſs in this Duty, even of holding Communion 
th with the Father in Love. So much as we ſee of 
to the Love of Gop, ſo much ſhall we delight in 
1d Him, and no more. Every other Diſcovery of 
to Gop without this, will but make the Soul fly 
l from Him. But if the Heart be once much taken 
or up with this, the Eminency of the Father's Love, 
in it cannot chuſe but be overpower' d, conquer d 
ne and endeared unto Him. Sit down a nahe it at the 
ny Fountain, and you wilt quickly have a farther 
is Diſcovery of the Sweetneſs of the Streams. You 
who have run from Him, will not be able after 
od 8 to Keep at a Diſtance for a Moment. | 


Te : = 7 
th Wo t bade farther nn of this 
le, i Truth, it will diſcover unto us the Eminency 


of and Privil e of the Saints of Gop. What low 
o Thoughts ſoever the Sons of Men may have of 
2 them, they have Meat to eat that the World 
an ows not of; they have cloſe Communion. and 
ell ellowſhip with the Father, they deal with Him 
at WW in the Interchange of Love. Men wah generally 
nat eſteemed according to the Compan keep. 
ito Tt is an Honour to ſtand in the ä — of Prin- 
en ces, though but as Servants. What Honour then 
as have all the Saints, to ſtand with Boldneſs = 
aC- the Preſence of the Father, there to enjo 
 Boſom-Love ? Whilſt others have their > Brag 
ſhip with Satan, and 2 own Luſts, whoſe Gon 


ea 15 pete Belly, 2 50% Glory is in r Shame, | 
in E mind earthly 1. bY have thus ſweet 
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MorEoveR; what a ſafe and ſtucet Retreat is 
here for the Saints, in all the Scorns, Repraaches, 
Scandals, Miſrepreſentations which they undergo 
in the World. When a Child is abuſed abroad 
in the Streets by Strangers, he runs with Speed to 
the Boſom of his Father; there he makes his 
Complaint, and is comforted. In all the hard Cen- 
» ſures which we meet with in the Streets of the 
World, we may run to our Father, and be.com- 


forted. As one whom his Mother comforteth, ſo will 


I comfort you, ſaith the Loxp, 1/a. Ixvi. 13. 80 


that the Soul may ſay, If I have Hatred in the 
World, I will go where I am ſure of Love: 
Though all others are hard to me, yet my Fa- 
ther is tender, and full of Compaſſion: I will go 
to Him, and ſatisfy myſelf in Him: Here I am 
accounted vile, frowned on, and rejected, but l 
have Honour and Love with Him, whoſe Kind- 
neſs is better than Life itſelf. There I ſhall have 
all Things in the Fountain, which others have 
but in the Drops: There is in my Father's Love, 
every Thing deſirable: There is the Sweetneſs of 
all Mercies, and that fully and durably. 


_ EvidENTLY then, real Chriſtians are the moſt 
miſtaken Men in the World. If they ſay, come 
and have Fellowſhip with us; are not Men ready 

to fay; Why, what are you? A ſorry Company 
of ſeditious, factious Perſons: Be it known unto 
you, that we deſpiſe your Fellowſhip ; when we 
intend to leave Fellowſhip with all honeſt Men, 
then will we come to you, But alas! how are 
Men miſtaken? Truly, their Fellowſhip is with the 

Father, let Men think of it as they pleaſe, they 
have cloſe, ſpiritual, heavenly Refreſhings in the 
mutual Communication of Love with the Father 


Himſelf, How they are generally W 


each Perſon diſtinctiy. 
the Apoſtle declares, 2 Cor. vi. 8, , 10. As di- 
ceived, and yet true, as unknown, and yet well known, 
as dying, and behold we live, al chaftened, and not 
filled, as ſorretoful, yet akvays rejoicing, as poor, 
yet maling many rich, as having nothing, yet poſſeſ- 
ſg all Things. And as it is thus in general, fo 

in no one Thing more than this, that they are 
looked on as poor, low, deſpicable Perſons, when 
indeed they are the only great and noble Per- 
ſonages in the World. Conſider the Company 
they keep, it is with the Father, who is ſo glo- 
rious; the Metchandize they trade in, it is Love: 
What ſo precious?  Doubtleſs they are the Excellent 
r HH = 5.797 


Now then if theſe Things are ſo, What Manner 
of Men ought we to be, in all Manner of holy. 
Converſation? Even our Go is a conſuming 
Fire. What Communion is there between Light 
and Darkneſs? Shall Sin and Luft dwell in thoſe 
Thoughts which receive and carry out Love, from 
and to the Father? Holineſs becometh his Pre- 
ſence forever. An unclean Spirit cannot draw 
nigh unto Him; an unholy Heart can make no 
Abode with Him. A lewd Perſon will not deſire 
to hold Fellowſhip with a ſober Man, and will a 
Man of vain and fooliſh Imaginations, hold Com- 
munion with the moſt holy God? There is not 
any Conſideration of this Love, butit is a powerful 
Motive to Holineſs. "Ephraim ſays, What have I 
to do any more*with Idols, when in Gop he finds 
Salvation? Communion with the Father is wholly 
inconſiſtent with looſe Walking. F we ſay that 
we have Fellowſhip with Him, and walk in Dar- 
_ we He, and do not the Truth,” 1 John i. 6. 

e that ſaith I know Him, I have Communion 
with Him, and keepeth not his 9 
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Liar and the Truth is not in Him, ch. i. 4. The 
ſpecious and glorious Pretence made to an Ac- 
intance with the Father, without Holineſs and 
bedience to his Commandments, ſerves only to 


prove the Pretenders to be Liars. The Love of 
the World and of the Father, dwell not together. 


AND if this be ſo, How many that go under 
the Name of Chriſtians, come ſhort of the Truth 
of it? How unacquainted are the Generality with 
the Myſtery. of this Communion? Do not many 
very evidently hold Communion with their Luſts 

and with the World, and yet would be thought to 

have a Portion among them that are ſanctified! 
They have neither new. Name nor cobite Stone, 


and yet would be called the People of the Moſt 


High. May it not be ſaid of many of them, 
rather that Gop is not in all their Thoughts, 
than that they have Communion with Him? The 
Lon open the Eyes of Men, that they may ſec 
and know that Walking with Gon is a Matter 
not of Form, but of Power. 
„6 
The End of the Eighteenth VoL URI. 
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